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PNP chief Lomibao approves 
filing of charges vs 14 TMG men 
in trader's accidental shooting 


Tarlac restaurant sets up 
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‘wall of fury’ for hotheads 


GERONA, TARLAC— 
Ardith Vescara is an angry 
young woman. On top of 
family and academic. 
pressure, the 13-year-old 
Filipino says boys tease 


her at school. 


But instead of letting 
her emotions eat away at 
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8 injured in bus 
bombing in Digos 


= WORLD/A2 7...) 


Ariel Sharon's loyal 
No. 2 man wins 
Israeli election 


City, Davao del Sur 
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No job crisis; Filipinos 
just choosy-Favila 
By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


THE PHILIPPINES IS NOT LACKING IN WORK 
‘opportunities, but unemployed Filipinos are just 
fussy about the jobs that come their way, Trade 
Secretary Peter Favila said yesterday. 

“We have plenty of jobs available in the coun- 
try today, but the problem is some Filipinos are 
lust pihikan or choosy,” said Favila. 


TARLACIAB 


By Nelson Flores 


Thursday, March 30, 2006 


OUSTED PRESIDENT JOSEPH ESTRADA YESTERDAY CALLED 
Ilocos Sur Gov. Luis “Chavit” Singson a liar and said the prosecu- 
tion’s star witness actually pocketed the millions in tobacco kick- 
backs that Singson allegedly delivered to Estrada in four boxes. 


CHAVIT SINGSON: P70 million can fit in 
four boxes. Estrada is just reading his script. 


In his second testimony at the 5-year-old 
trial, Estrada also alleged that before he as- 
sumed the presidency, Singson took PL.4 bil- 
lion in advances arid payments for overpriced 
amd nonexisting construction projects in 
1997-98. 

Estrada and his defense team sought to dis- 
credit Singson, who claimed the ousted Presi- 
dent received P130 million worth of tobacco ex- 
cise tax payoffs from Ilocos Sur in four boxes. 

The former actor-turned-politician said a 
reenactment at the Bangko Sentral ng Pili- 
pinas showed that the money could not fit in 
four boxes. 

"That just goes to show that he is a liar,” 
Estrada told the court. 

But the Ilocos Sur governor told reporters 
during a break that he never testified that the 
entire sum fit the boxes. Singson said he gave 
Estrada directly P70 million and the rest went 
to Estrada's wife, Sen. Luisa Ejercito, son Sen. 
Jinggoy Estrada, and an Estrada associate, 
Charlie "Atong" Ang. 

Singson said the P70 million could fill four 
boxes. 

Prosecutors accuse Estrada of amassing 
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SC clear on people’s initiative: 


THE GOVERNMENT CANNOT 


rector of the préss information of- 


“Whatever their plans are, they 


Ssections / Vol.21 / No. 


legally pursue a people's initia- 
tive to amend the 1987 Constitu- 
tion because a Supreme Court 
ruling is clear on the need for an 
enabling law, an official of the tri- 
bunal's press information office 
said yesterday. 

Ina phone interview with justice 
reporters, lawyer Gleo Guerra, di- 


fice under Ismael Khan Jr, pointed 
out that the high court had already 
ruled on Republic Act No. 6735. 

“Unfortunately, on RA 6735, 
the Initiative and Referendum 
Act of 1989, [the court ruled that 
itwas] ... inadequate to cover the 
system of a people's initiative," 
Guerra said. 


would have to take into consider- 
ation that there is a decision pro- 
mulgated by the court, and until 
it is reversed, they have to abide 
by it,” she said of the groups and 
agencies actively pursuing a sig- 
nature campaign for Charter 
change. 

“What they need is an enabling 


Red leaders urge NPA to expand 
use of land mines vs military 


AS-THE NEW PEOPLE'S ARMY MARKS ITS 
27th founding anniversary today, its leaders 
‘urged guerrillas to employ land mines in oper- 
ations against the Philippine military in spite of 
international sanctions against their use. 

‘The central committee of the Communist 
Party of the Philippines, in an e-mail state- 
ment, called on its armed wing to mount at- 
tacks, using land mines, especially against the 
lines and means of transport, installations, 
depots and other facilities vital to the govern- 
‘ment’s counterinsurgency campaign. 

“We can inflict casualties on an advancing 


enemy force by using land mines, small teams 
and snipers,” said the CPP in an e-mailed 
statement. 

CPP spokesperson Gregorio “Ka Roger” 
Rosal said tactical offensives would continue 
every time there was an opportunity to carry 
out a successful operation. 

The NPAS use of land mines has been criti- 
cized by the military who said the weapon 
had long been banned by the United Nations 2| 
in the conduct of armed hostilities. = 

Established on March 29, 1969, the NPA had 
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website: wwwing7.net. 


lions 


Needs enabling law 


or implementing law,” she said. 

But Guerra raised the possibili- 
ty that the high court could 
change its mind on the matter, 
given the fact that two of the six 
justices who had registered a sep- 
arate opinion in 1997 continued 
to be senior members of the tri- 
bunal. 

The two are Chief Justice 


Police officer in bulletproof 


IN COLD BLOOD: The bullet that pierced this car's glass window killed Chief Insp. Renato 


Marasigan at the corner of Jacinto and Jabson Streets in Pasig City. 


car shot dead 


raga By Tarra V. Quismundo 

CHIEF INSP; RENATO MARASIGAN DROVE 
his bulletproof Mitsubishi Pajero out of his 
garage past 10 a.m. yesterday to report for 
work. 

Five minutes later, as he was slowing down 
at the corner of Jabson and Jacinto Streets in 
front of a health center at Barangay Malinao, 
Pasig City, four men wearing maroon shirts 
casually walked up to his white Pajero and 
opened fire, killing him. 

‘The 53-year-old policeman suffered five bul- 
Jet wounds in his face and head. The Pajero's ar- 
mor that he and his wife Venus had invested in 
for added security some three years ago did not 
protect him from the assassins’ gunfire. 

To be dead sure, one of the gunmen even 
walked to the drivers side where Marasigan lay 
bloodied. He opened the door and fired another 
shot to Marasigan's head, said Pasig police in- 
vestigation chief, Chief Insp. Dennis Macalintal. 

The tragic death ended some 30 years of 
eee POLICE AT 
LR SEDET VANUS DOORS: 


Artemio Panganiban and Senior 
Associate Justice Reynato Puno. 
Guerra said this could be the 
reason Commission on Elections 
Chair Benjamin Abalos Sr. gave 
the go-signal on Tuesday for local 
registrars to start verifying the 
signatures. 
“IE we refer to the dissenting 
SCCLEAR A6 


PRESIDENT ARROYO is guest speaker at the 27th graduation rites of the PNP Academy 
in Stang, Cavite. With her are Vice President De Castro and Interior Secretary Puno. 
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IF IT'S APRILS AND THE WAITER 
bearing your dinner looks suspi 
ciously like your favorite priest 
from the Divine Word Missionar- 
ies, he probably is. 

On the evening of that day, cer- 
tain servants of the Lord—Inguin- 
ER columnist Fr. Jerry Orbos and 
at least eight other SVD 
priests—will take on their apos- 
tolic role quite literally and serve 
dinner to some 1,000 guests at 
“The Castle.” 

Now why would Orbos and 
company doff their cassock for a 
polo barong and an apron? To 
kick off the ambitious project of 
raising PIS million by 2008 for 
The Castle's much-needed reha- 
bilitation. 


NOJOBCRISIS/AG 


“THE STAR WITNESS IS A LIAR,” former President Estrada testifies for the second time on Wednesday at the. 
Sandiganbayan. The prosecution case rests almost entirely on the testimony of locos Sur Gov. Ch: 
claimed Estrada took millions of pesos in tobacco tax kickbacks and amassed 


Singson who 
jueteng"payofs. err ew 


US court may 
grant bail to 
Lacson’s 
former aide 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


FORMER PNP SUPT. MICHAEL. 
Ray Aquino, detained in the Unit- 
ed States in connection with alle- 
gations he passed on pilfered in 
telligence papers to Philippine 
opposition leaders, may be grant- 
ed bail before his trial in October, 
an NBI official said yesterday. 

Quoting US Assistant Attorney 
Karl Buch of the District of New 
Jersey, NBI Interpol Division chief 
Ricardo Diaz said there was a 
possibility that a US court might 
grant Aquino provisional liberty 
"because he did not commit a 
heinous crime.” 

"He was only charged with 
conspiracy and acting as an un- 
registered foreign agent, which 
could cost him a total of 15 years 

USCOURT/AIO 


my : 
ave ‘castle,’ SVD priests 
Ó put on waiter’s uniform 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


‘The distinctive structure is the 
73-year-old Buttenbruch Build- 
ing, the first put up by German 
SVD priests to mark the birth of 
the sprawling Christ the King 
Seminary on E, Rodriguez Av- 
enue in Quezon City. 

No one's taking the waiter job 
lightly, according to Fr. Cris 
Cordero, who heads the fund. 
raising project called “Pasiglahin 
ang Kastilyo ni Kristo.” 

This week, Cordero and his fel- 
low SVD priests—Orbos, Arlo 
Yap, Glenn Gomez, Pabs Tagura, 
Gerry Donato, Redz Domino, 
Ring Malbug and Ely Mata—will 
hurdie a crash course on restau- 
rant work, including how to walk 
with a tray, where to put the uten- 
sils, when to serve the courses, or, 
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WEATHER FORECAST 
FORECAST: Northern and Eastern Luzon and Mindanao will eger 
nce mosly cloudy sh with scattered rainshowers and isolated 
thunderstorms. Tne rest f the country wli hava pariy clondy toat 


Mimas Cowy with slated ranshowers or thunderstorms, n, 


conan s aceon rornesancyuyanos 


Biazon presses GMA 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


OPPOSITION SEN. RODOLFO BIAZON YESTERDAY ACCUSED 
President Macapagal-Arroyo of “obstructing” constitutional pro- 
cesses by refusing to provide the Commission on Appointments 
with a copy of the report of the Armed Forces investigation into the 


“Hello Garci" tapes. 


But Biazon, who sits on the CA national de- 
fense committee, posed no objections to the 
confirmation of Rear Admiral Mateo Mayuga, 
the author of the report, who breezed through 
his CA confirmation hearings yesterday and 
confirmed the same day by the plenary. 

‘Asked why he did not grill Mayuga, Biazon 
said "he has no more role to play in this. The 
issue is out of his hands.” 

‘Biazon said Mayuga could not be questioned 
about the report as it was covered by Executive 
Order 464 which also prevented the admiral 
from talking about it. EO 464 requires executive 
branch officials to get clearance from the Presi- 
dent to appear before congressional hearings. 

“This is now at the mercy of the President. 
We cannot force her for as long as she contin- 
ues to invoke EO 464 and for as long as the 
Supreme Court fails to render a ruling on the 
constitutionality of EO 464,” Biazon said. 

‘The senator, who chairs the Senate national de- 
fense committee that is investigating the “Hello 
Garci” scandal, said the Mayuga report should be 
made public to help settle allegations that the ad- 
ministration cheated in the 2004 presidential 
élections and used the military for this purpose. 

He said it was crucial to his committee in- 
vestigation as four generals were mentioned 


RP hosts ‘Oceans 38’ to save world seas 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


CALLTHEM THE OCEANS! 38. 

‘The Philippines, along with 
Portugal and Indonesia, is lead- 
ing 13 Asian countries and 25 Eu- 
ropean Union member states in 
one of the biggest international 
efforts to save the world’s oceans 
and marine resources from fur- 
ther depletion. 

The country hosted yesterday 
the opening of the first technical 
working group meeting on the 
‘Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) 
Oceans Initiative, drawing envi- 
ronment officials from the ASEM 
nations, as well as representatives 


its coasts. 


JOIN THE PUBLIC AUCTION OE 
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from the European Commission. 
The ASEM's initiative comes as 
experts estimated that 75 percent 
of the world's population will be 
living in coastal areas by 2025, 
putting tremendous press 
the world's marine resources. 
The meeting, held in Makati 
City until tomorrow, highlighted 
the seas of East Asia, which has a 
combined coastline of 234,000 
km and about a billion people on 


A study by the Partnerships in 
Environmental Management for 
the Seas of East Asia (Pemsea) 
showed that 11 percent of coral 
reefs in East Asia, which has a 
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on Mayuga report 


in the Garci tapes as having been allegedly in- 
volved in election fraud. 

He said the President was obstructing the 
functions of the CA by not providing the com- 
mission with a copy ofthe report. 

"I am just wondering, is there something in 
the report that is preventing the President 
from showing it to the public?" he said. 

"The CA committee on national defense rec- 
‘ommended the confirmation of Mayuga, the 
Philippine Navy's flag officer in command, and 
17 other military officers after a hearing that last- 
ed only 40 minutes. Mayuga was not even called 
on to answer questions from the CA members. 

Also yesterday, Biazon filed Resolution No. 
477 calling for a Senate probe into the reported 
plot to kill the President at the Philippine Military 
Academy graduation ceremonies last March 25. 

“The announcement of the existence of an as- 
sassination plot on the life of the President is 
destabilizing. Ifit is true, we need to examine the 
pertinent laws on national security to provide for 
‘maximum protection to the Presidency, not just. 
President Arroyo,” Biazon told reporters. 

He said he wanted to know if the adminis- 
tration was using the alleged assassination 
plot “to pave the way for more repressive 
measures." 


Ayoung: 
Leyte, offers a prayer and her gradu: 
background is the mountain that collapsed on the ill-fated! 


ORPHAN GRADUATES 

woman who was orphaned by the landslide that killed hundreds in Guinsaugon, St. Bernard, Southern 

ation cap to her parents during yesterday's graduation rites. In the 
barangay on February 17. 


panna 


third of the earth's coral reefs, 
have collapsed while nearly half 
are in critical condition. 

‘Seventy percent of the region's 
mangrove areas have been con- 
verted or exploited, and 20 to 60 
percent of its sea grass beds were 
in poor state. 

"If nothing is done, given their 
current rate of loss, the remain- 
ing coral reefs will be wiped out 
within 20 years and the man- 
groves will be gone by the year 
2030,” Chua Thia Eng, director of 
Pemsea said in his presentation at 
the Peninsula Manila Hotel yes- 
terday. 

"The severity of the 2004 
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tsunami in the Indian Ocean is a 
consequence of the rampant de- 
struction of these habitats in 
many of the affected countries,” 
hesaid. 

East Asia covers the Yellow 
Sea, East China Sea, South China 
Sea, Sulu-Celebes Seas and the 
Indonesian seas. It accounts for 
41 percent of the world’s fish 
catch and 80 percent of aquacul- 
tural products. 

The Lergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission 
(IC) of the UNESCO noted 
that 75 percent of the 132 mem- 
ber states of the United Nations 
who committed to sustainable 


overfishing. 


going. 


aged or at risk 


Results of bar 


By Armand N. Nocum 


development during the sum- 
mit in South Africa in 2002 
have failed to meet the target of 
eliminating illegal fishing and 


The IOC also said that the 
goal of establishing networks of 
marine protected areas, which 
should be in place by 2012, 
would be achieved only by 
2085 at the rate the nations are 


Only five percent of the coral 
reefs in the Philippines, one of the 
world’s 17 megadiversity nations, 
are in excellent condition while 
the rest are either critically dam. 


exams out today 


Seedling bank 
finds an ally in 
Ombudsman 


By Blanche S. Rivera. 


THE MANILA SEEDLING BANK 
Foundation Inc. scored an initial 
victory in its tax battle with the 
Quezon City government after 
the Office of the Ombudsman di- 
rected the local government to 
run after the National Housing 
Authority for the tax delinquency. 
Ina letter to Quezon City trea- 
surer Victor Endriga, the Ombuds- 
man’s Public Assistance Bureau 
said the government should col- 
lect the taxes from the NHA and 
not the MSBFI because the NHA 
was the owner of the property 
"This refers to your attempt to 
collect taxes from Manila Seedling 
Bank Foundation, Quezon Ciy, 
which is not the registered owner of 
{the land)... Kindly address collec- 
tion of taxes to registered owner, Na- 
tional Housing Authority” lawyer 
Marlyn Torres-Galvez of the Om- 


FOR THOSE WHO TOOK THE BAR EXAMINATIONS IN 
September last year, today will either be a moment of 
great joy or sadness. 

‘Atotal of 5,611 law graduates, the biggest batch in the exam’s 
100 year history completed the 2005 bar exams in the hope of 
joining the ranks of law practitioners in the country 

‘Associate Justice Romeo J. Callejo, chair of the 2005 bar 
examinations, said the results will be displayed today on 
wide-screen monitors strategically placed at the Supreme 
Courts front yard along Padre Faura Street in Manila. 

Bar examination results will also be posted on the 
court's website - www.supremecourt.gov.ph. 

For the first time since it was held in 1901, the Supreme 
Court applied in the 2005 bar examinations the “five- 
strike" rule which limits to five the number of times a can- 
didate could take the bar exams. 

Through the country's history, the outcome of the bar 
exams has catapulted hitherto unknown individuals to 
national prominence. 

Based on the courts pre-war bar results, former Presi- 
den: Manuel Roxas made history in 1913 when he topped 
the exams with an average score of 92. 

‘The following year, Manuel Goyena surpassed the 
record of Roxas with 93, 

70 F — 1n 1930, Tecla San Andres-Ziga, who later became sen- 
Dropside ator, made history by becoming the first woman to top the 

pus barexams with a score of 89.4. 

It took seven years later for former Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Cecilia A. Munoz-Palma to break Ziga’s record by 
scoring 92.6. 

In 1936, Diosdado Macapagal, who would later become Presi- 
dent, placed frstin the exams with a score of 89.85, 

Three years later, former strongman Ferdinand E. Mar- 
cos topped the bar by scoring 92.35. Marcos reviewed for 
the exams while facing indictments for the alleged mur- 
der ofa political enemy of his father. 


budsman's office sid. 

‘The letter from the Ombudsman's 
office was dated Dec. 21, 2005 but the 
 MSBFI received it only this month, 

“Atleast they will not bother us 
anymore. We are not liable, 
Their fight is with the NHA now," 
MSBFI president Lucito Bertol 
said ina phone interview. 


"Tax delinquent’ 

The Quezon City government 
is claiming ownership of the the 
seven-hectare lot where the MSB- 
FI is situated, because it said the 
foundation had failed to pay 
some P59 million in real property 
taxes since its inception in 1978 

Endriga issued a notice of tax 
delinquency to the MSBFI in Octo- 
ber 2005 and wamed that the prop- 
eny would be auctioned off in De- 
cember 2005 if the foundation 
failed to settle the unpaid taxes. 

The MSBFI contested Endriga's 
notice, but the Quezon City gov- 
‘ernment decided to proceed with 
the auction anyway. It ended up 
laying claim to the property when 
no one turned up to bid for the 
lot. 

The Quezon City government 
plans to create a commercial hub 
in the 25-hectare area comprising 
the East Triangle and North Tj- 
angle districts of Quezon City. 


Drug lords turn to floating shabu labs 


tots 
Cranes 


By Alcuin Papa 


THE COUNTRYS TOP ANTI-NARCOTICS 
cop said yesterday that drug syndicates were 
now using yachts anchored off the coast as 
"floating drug laboratories" to manufacture 
shabu and other drugs peddled illegally 
throughout the country. 

Police Director Marcelo Ele, chief of the 
PNPs Anti-Illegal Drugs Special Operations 
Task Force, told reporters at a forum in Green- 
hills, San Juan, yesterday that the Coast Guard 
and perhaps even the Philippine Navy should 


step up patrols of the country's coastline to go 
after the offshore drug manufacturers." 

“Shabu is now manufactured on ships in the 
high seas. Drug syndicates can't afford to... risk 
their chemists on land, so why not manufac- 
ture the stuff out in the sea,” Ele said. 

He said intelligence reports indicated that 
drug manufacturers had shifted to producing 
shabu aboard ships instead of land-based fa- 
cilities in the wake of successive police raids 
on shabu laboratories in Metro Manila. 

"The country’s coastline measures 36,289 kilò- 
meters, almost twice that of the United States. 
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Marooned at sea, 3 American tourists, 4 others rescued off Misamis 


POLICE RESCUED SEVEN PEO- Jesus Verzosa, a police gen- fishermen reported a boat area,” said Verzosa, adding the tourists and four others left Bo- at mid-sea. 

‘ple, including three American eral, said police sent rescue adrift. American tourists’ had been hol island on March 19 to The boat drifted towards the 
Tourists who were stranded for boats to bring the stranded “For three days, they werema- brought to Cebu to be reunited Camiguin island on the north- mainland Mindanao island, 
three days at sea, officials said on tourists to a coastal village in rooned in the sea and luckily they with their friends ern tip of Mindanao, buttheen- where they were rescued by 
yesterday. Misamis Oriental after local were spotted by fishermen inthe Verzosa said the three’ gineoftheirwoodenboatfailed coastal police. Reuters 
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3 "I already had sinus surgery in two other hospitals but it was only at. St. ‘Luke's that | felt really better 1 
| elt] wos.in good hands. The’ doctérs were in control. Nothing compares with the equipment and thé Housewife, Mother of 5i 


Underweot funcional Endoscopic Sinus Surgery atst A 
| ‘expertise. of the medical team ot St. Luke's. | feel better now. My sense of smell is back,;lf's reassuring st Luke's Department of Otorhinolaryngelegy 


that'l did not settle for anything less than the best." 


MEDICAL EXPERTISE THAT IS ONE OF THE WORLD'S BEST - St. Luke's boasts of a top-caliber, highly trained team of experts: (From R1) 


Dr. Benjamin S. A. Campomanes Jr, Choirmon of the Department of Otorhinolaryngology, is one of the country’s pioneers 
in Endoscopic Sinus Surgery. In 1988, he took a course in Functional Endoscopic Surgery ot the prestigious Johns’ Hopkins 
University. He pursued his passion for medical excellence with rotating fellowships at Charing Cross/Royol Brompton (England), 
University of Utrecht (The Netheonds), ond the University of Graz (Austria): Dr. Campomanes is'a regular visiting: faculty for 
endoscopic sinus surgery at Seoul National- University in Korea. 


Dr. Gil M. Vicente, Chief of the Section of Rhinopharyngology. i$ also one of the pioneers in Endoscopic'Sinus Surgeiy in the 

Philippines.: He. trained ot the University of Marburg, Fulda State Hospital. in Germany ond University of Pennsylvania in 

Philadelphia, USA. He'is a Past President of the Intemational Symposium àn Infection ond Allergy of the Nose.ond guest faculty in 
various international meetings 


Dr. Windolyn D. Panganiban, o Smell .ond Toste 
specialist, trained ot the. Smell and Taste Center. of the 
University: of Pennsylvanio. She. handles testing and 
niónógement of complaints pertaining to smell and toste 
disorders. 


Dr. Joel A. Romualdez is an expert in Imoge-Guided 
Surgery. This high-tech procedure ‘for’ ENT surgery, 
which provides surgeons: o clear ond précise inside 
view of the patients nose and poranasal sinuses, is 
offered only at. St.- Luke's. Dr. Romualdez trained ot 
the University Hospital. of Bern (Switzerland). ‘He 
Works with the surgical team.to determine the exoct 
location of disease. 


Only the best is St. Luke's Department of Otorhinolaryngology - 


* d Neck 
accredited by : Hand me ee roen, 


St. Luke's offers the best treatment for diseases of the nose and poronosol 
sinuses with its state-of-the-art equipment thot include: Video 
Endoscopes, Microdebridders, Endoscrub, Acoustic Rhinometer, Imoge- 


guided Surgery System Medical Center 
© Joint Commission E 
The Department offers yearly Endoscopic Sinus Surgery Course and y i, 
INTERNATIONAL Workshop with distinguished International Faculty. One of the world's best 
St. Luke's Deporiment of Otorhinolaryngology - Heod ond Neck Surgery is bener stalled ond better equipped ihan any other ENT institution inthe Philippines, old or new. www.stluke.com.ph 


279 E. Rodriguez Sr. Blvd., Quezon City 1102, Philippines Tel: 7230101/7230301 Fax 7231199 E-mail : info@stluke.com.ph 


Wouldn't it be nice to wear a sexy bikini for a change when you 
head out to the beach this year! Do, this quick test to see how 
bikini-ready your body is. 
READY NOT READY 

Waistline O Slim D Thick 

Abs D Flat D Bulging 

Arms D Slender O Flabby 

Thighs D Shapely O Plump 

Buttocks D Firm D Sagging 
Even if only one body part is not ready, now is the time to decide 
what you need to change and call Marie France. We'll slim you 
down with NO surgery, NO diet, NO exercise, NO pills and 


NO injections. Get ready for summer, call Marie France now. 
You'll love it — so will he! 


Enroll now and get 2 FREE 
PHYSIQUE INCH-LOSS TREATMENTS 
from March 27-31, 2006 only! 


Call 894-BODY (2639) 


MAKATI 


Sec. Panganiban Inducts 
New PAMFI Officers Today. 


j 


FELIX TUKINHOY, JR. ALLAN CASTRO  JUUETA MANALO 
PRESI VICE PRESIDENT E: 


S ECRETARY 
‘wc ODE INC. THE PUREFOODS HORMEL CO, NC. NENTA QUALITY FOODS, NC. 


[^ A picture Secretary Domingo F. Panganiban will 
L^ £X induct the new set of officers and directors of the 
Philippine Association of Meat Processors.of the 
|. Philippines, Inc. (PAMPI) at the prime tourist 
‘destination of Panglao Island in Bohol on March 30, 
| coinciding with the group's 17th anniversary celebration. 


PAMPI groups 35 of the largest food companies in 

the Philippines, with combined annual revenues of 
P60 billion, representing 90 percent of the country's 
total income from the meat processing sector. 


With the theme “Fostering a Strong Partnership 
Between the Government and Private Sector for 
Economic Recovery”, the induction to be held at the 
Bohol Beach Club at 7p.m. highlights the contribution 
of the multi-billion meat processing industry to the 
Philippine economy. 


To be inducted into the PAMPI board are Felix 
Tiukinhoy, Jr. of Virginia Food, Inc., who was reelected 
for the eighth time as president; Allan Castro of the 
Purefoods-Hormel Co., Inc., vice president; Julie 
Manalo of Nenita Quality Foods, Inc., secretary; Joyce 
‘Alcoreza of Dealco Farms, treasurer; and Jerome Ong 
of Foodsphere Inc., PRO. 


Elected as board directors of PAMPI are Rey Lapid 
of R. Lapid's Chicharon, Ricky Hizon of Pampanga's 
Best, Butch Prieto of Swift Foods, Inc., and Ted Po of 
The Pacific Meat Co., Inc. 


‘According to Francisco J. Buencamino, who was 
reappointed as PAMPI executive director, the event 


| Cordial greetings to the Philippine 

Association of Meat Processors, Inc. 

(PAMPI as you hold your Induction of 

the Members of the Board of Directors 

and Officers. 

Your organization has always been at 
the forefront of our government's efforts to augment our 
initiatives to provide food security for our people. You are. 
‘among our frontiners in making sure that the food on the 
table of every Filipino family is safe and nutritious. 

May you always uphold the highest standards of quay in 
the processing of al your meat product as we aim to provide 
Filipino consumers with world-class products. 

© Mtis my fervent hope that you wil support us in beating the 
odds and in attaining a better ife for our people. 


Mabuhay! 
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has survived diverse challenges as a consequence of, among 
‘other things, the advent of borderless economy and animal 
deesse outbreaks rom neighboring countries These factors also 
brought about he introduction of new and stringent food safety 
and the affordably of your products. The industry must adapt 
innovations through constant research and development in order 
to succeed in today’s word. 

May this event inspire you to come up wh innovative ideas in 
meat processing that wil make your products more affordable 
and of better service to the common people. 

MABUHAY KAYONG LAHATI 
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vill draw attention to the importance of forging a close 
alliance between the government, particularly the 
‘Department of Agriculture, and the private sector 
represented by local producers and meat processors 
in making available to the Filipino consumers high- 
quality and affordable meat products. 


Buencamino noted that the local meat processing ' 


industry provides 60,000 direct and indirect jobs and 
supports businesses such as packaging, canning, 
advertising, printing, media, retail trade, among others. 


Buencamino lauded the Department of Agriculture 
for initiating programs that help hog-raisers and other 
producers upgrade their production capacity and 
technical capability to meet the product specifications 
of meat processors. 


At the same time, the PAMPI executive director 
emphasized the importance of strengthening the 
partnership between domestic producers and meat 
processors to ensure the steady supply of good quality 
manufacturing grade meat, which serves as the raw 
materials for the meat packers. 


He said an open line of communication between 
the two sectors will result in more vigorous meat 
industry, since this will encourage domestic producers 
to respond to the raw material requirements of the 
processors in terms of quality, quantity and price. 


The meat processors, he added, are willing to 
increase their orders from the domestic producers as 
longas standards are met. 


Congratdatons to the Incoming Oicers 
and Members of the Board of Directors 
cf the Philippine Association of Meat 
Processors, Inc. (PAMPI) on their 
Induction on March 30, 2006. 


The country’s meat processing industry gn 
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Buencamino said the growth of the industry hinges 
on'the capability of the domestic producers and meat 
processors to produce low-cost meat products, which 
now account for about two-thirds of the meat industry 
in the Philippines. 


He said most of these low-cost meat products are 
in the forms of fresh processed meat sold at wet markets 
and canned goods like corned beef, karne norte, meat 
loaf, beef loaf, hotdogs and sausages, which are readily 
available at all distribution channels nationwide. 
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‘components 

based indus in the Priipines. 

What this, organization accomplishes — 

through greater emphasis on cvic and 


moderization is best attained in an inclusive sodet. 
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NOTHING TO WORRY ABOUT 


Mining investors’ fears on RP allayed 


SINGAPORE - FOREIGN INVESTORS 
have nothing to worry about investing 
in the Philippines despite a review of 
the country’s mining law following 
pressure from the country’s powerful 
Catholic Church, head of the Chamber 
of Mines of the Philippines said on 
Wednesday. 

“I doubt very much that it will ever 
change. That would lead to a loss of ab- 
solute credibility on the part of the 
Philippine government and the Philip- 

| pine President. So no way,” said Ben- 
Jamin Philip Romualdez, president of 
the chamber and head of Benguet, the 
‘country’s oldest mining company. 

| — The Philippines is dependent on for- 

| eign investors to tap an estimated $1 tril- 
lion in mineral wealth, but some ana- 
Iysts have said Manila's apparent vill 
ingness to rewrite laws could jeopardize 


efforts to attract $6.5 billion in funding 
for the once mighty mining sector. 

The government has said re-exami- 
nation of the law, which allows for full 
foreign ownership of local mines, was 
simply to address environmental con- 
cerns raised by the country's powerful 
Catholic bishops and not a re-write of 
ownership rules. 


Rich in deposits 

Romualdez said the Church had fist 
urged the government to repeal the law in 
1998 after an accident ata copper mine. 

"This second call is probably going to 
lead to nowhere, especially after the 
Philippine government has undertaken 
so much effort into promoting the min- 
ing industry" Romualdez told Reuters 
on the sidelines of a mining conference. 

“In fact, the mining industry, through 


the Chamber of Mines, has already 
reached out to the Catholic Church fora 
dialogue for us to explain what the ben- 
efits of the law are, and what benefit 
the mining industry brings to the com- 
munity,” he said. 

The Philippines ranks among the 
world's top five countries for deposits of 
‘copper, nickel and iron ore and is geo- 
graphically closer to resource-hungry 
China than the region's other major 
mining center, Indonesia. 

But political instability and legal 
problems have discouraged investors 
from pouring money into the Philip- 
pines. 

There have been more than a dozen 
coup attempts since the ousting of for- 
mer strong man Ferdinand Marcos. 

Last month, President Macapagal-Ar- 
toyo uncovered a coup plot and de- 


clared a week-long state of emergency, 
which she said gave her the power, if 
necessary, to take over privately owned 
utilities. 

Australia's Lafayette Mining became 
the first foreign firm in nearly 40 years 
to develop a Philippine mine but 
cyanide leaks last year sparked a wave 
of anti-mining protests, especially 
among the mainly Catholic bishops. 

Romualdez said investors she 
hesitate to invest in the Phil 
adding that President Arroyo had per- 
sonally invited mining executives to in- 
vestin the country. 

“Investors should not worry at all,” 
he said. 

"Even if the government is bent on 
amending the law, it would take several. 
years before the law would then be 
changed," he said. Reuters 
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SC clear on ‘people’s initiative’: 
Wu 


tom page Al 


Slumber in the [1997] decision, 

ciat dissenting number still in- 
‘cludes two current justices, in- 
chiding the chief justice... So 
‘maybe he (Abalos) feels there is a 
‘possibility that this ruling can be 
Gverruled, But as of now, this is 
‘still the standing jurisprudence 
‘on the matter,” she said. 

‘As for Puno, Guerra quoted him 
as saying that the gathering of sig- 
matures was "part of the freedom of 
‘expression of the citizenry’ 


Fair warning 

Senate President Franklin Drilon 
told reporters that Comelec regi 
ars risked being cited for con- 
tempt by the high court if they in- 
sisted on validating the signatures. 

Drilon stressed that the ti- 
bunal's March 1997 ruling on the 
lack of enabling law to support 
such an initiative to amend the 
Charter should serve as “fair wam- 
ing not only to the [Comelec) but 
[also] to all election registrars who 
will verify the signatures.” 

Without an enabling law for 
such an exercise, the validation of 
signatures has "no legal basis” 
and constitutes a “contemptuous 
defiance” of the high court, 
Drilon said, adding: 

“Abalos should take heed of 
this decision of the Supreme 
Court and direct his regional di- 
rectors ... not to proceed with cer- 
tification ofthe signatures.” 

Meanwhile, Comelec Commis- 
sioner Romeo Brawner backtracked 
on his earlier statement that the poll 
body was barred from entertaining 
a petition for peoples initiative in 
the absence of an enabling law. 

"When that [petition] is filed, 
we will deliberate on the issue 
and resolve it. Mind you, Im not 
the only one; ifs a collegiate 
body..." he told reporters after 
being confirmed by the Commis- 
sion on Appointments. 

This was a complete departure. 
from, the remarks Brawner made 
before the commission on Tuesday, 
where he said: "As soon as a peti- 
tion is filed, we have no recourse 
but to dismiss the petition." 

Brawner said yesterday that the 
media had “quoted me out of con- 
textand [made] it appear that] am 
‘an enemy of people's initiative." 

"That is far from the truth,” he 
said, stressing that he was merely 
echoing the high courts ruling that 
the Comelec was permanently en- 


Joined from entertaining ahy petition. signed it. 


AKBAVAN| 
VW OSA! 


Brawner also did not rule out 
the possibility that the tribunal 
might reverse itself if the same is- 
sue was brought before it. 


Senate resolution 

Senators again served notice 
that they would vigorously op- 
pose the conduct of a people's ini- 
fiative because of legal obstacles. 

‘Twenty-one 
adopted a resolution expressing 
the sense of the Senate that the sig- 
mature campaign to introduce 
changes in the 
through barangay assemblies initi- 
ated by the Department of Interior 
and Local Government was illegal. 

"Those who signed the resolution 
were Drilon, Majority Leader Fran- 
cis Pangilinan, Pro Tempore Juan 
Flavier, Minority Leader Aquilino 
Pimentel Jr, Senators Joker Arroyo, 
Rodolfo Biazon, Pia Cayetano, 

Senators 
Santiago, Jinggoy Estrada, Luisa 
Ejercito-Estrada, Juan Ponce En- 
rile, Richard Gordon, Panfilo Lac- 
son, Alfredo Lim, Jamby Madri- 
gal, Ramon Magsaysay Jr., Sergio 
Osmefia III, Ralph Recto, Ramon 
Revilla Jr, Manuel Roxas Il and 
Manuel Villar Jr. 

Senators Edgardo Angara, who 
had argued that a people's initia- 
tive reflected a working democra- 
cy, and Manuel “Lito Lapid, a 
staunch administration ally, did 
not sign the resolution. 

‘At press time, no copy of the 
resolution had been released to 
the media, but senators con- 
firmed that 21 of them had 
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tion,” Pangilinan said. 


Immovable object 


senators have 


mentel said. 


Constitution 


bill providing fc 


Miriam Defensor- 


said. 


Pangilinan said. 


dent 
there...” 


‘Stare decisis’ 


“We are not against any Char- 
ter change per se, but it should be. 
done in a manner that is not con- 
trary to law and the Constitu- 


“This only shows that the Sen- 
ate is an immovable object that 
can't be moved an inch from its 
attempt to uphold the Constitu- 
tion and the rule of law,” Pi- 


The senators’ position is that 
the people's initiative is illegal be- 
cause there is no enabling law to 
cover it, as pointed out by the 
Supreme Court in March 1997. 

But Drilon and Pangilinan did 
not discount concurring with any 
an enabling law 
for a people's initiative if coursed 
through the proper channels. 

I will support any bill emanat- 
ing from either the House or the 
Senate which would implement 
this constitutional provision on 
the peoples initiative,” Drilon 


"Ifitis meant to ensure that the 
genuine voice of the people, the 
common folk, is heard, yes,” 


But Pimentel declared that he 
would not concur with such a bill: 
“Not at this point while [Presi- 
Macapagal-Arroyo) is 


Senator Santiago said that un- 
der the legal doctrine of “stare de- 
cisis,” the high court should fol- 
low and uphold its decision in 


PEOPLE'S INITIATIVE NI GLORIA" or PIG masks are worn by members of the militant group Akbayan 
ata protest rally at the UP Diliman's Oblatio 
According to Akbayan Rep. Risa Hontiveros, 
and sinister motives. 


n to condemn the signature drive for Charter change. 
the efforts to change the Constitution reek of desperation 


JOANBONDOC 


Santiago vs Comelec because 
“the facts in 1997 and 2006 are 
substantially the same.” 

“In 1997, there was no law pro- 
viding for the procedure to 
change the Charter by means of a 
peoples initiative. Up to now, 
there is no such law," she said ina 
statement, 

“Therefore, since the facts in 
1997 and 2006 are substantially 
the same, then under the 'stare 
decisis’ doctrine, the Supreme 
Court is obliged to follow the rul- 
ing in Santiago vs Comelec," she 
said. 

Santiago was the main peti- 
tioner in the case, successfully ar- 
guing that the tribunal should 
junka petition to amend the 1987 
Constitution through a peoples 
initiative during the administra- 
tion of President Fidel Ramos. 

“I am on medical leave be- 
cause of a heart disease, but I 
have grown even more heartsick 
bynews that certain administra- 
tion officials will try to convince 
the Supreme Court to overrule 
the decision in the 1997 Cha- 
cha peoples initiative called 
Santiago vs Comelec,” the sena- 
tor said. 

She added: “In that case, I was 
not only the main petitioner, but 1 
also orally argued the case in the 
Supreme Court. It was a hard- 
won victory, because 1 was argu- 
ing with the man who cheated me 
of the 1992 presidency, Fidel 
Ramos. 

"Not content with stealing the 
elections, Ramos wanted to run 
for a second term through a peo- 


JDV: 


IN THE HOUSE, THE CON- 
stituent assembly (Con-Ass) es- 
poused by Speaker Jose de 
Venecia will have to take a back 
seat while the local government 
units pursue a people's initiative 
toamend the Charter 

In what De Venecia described 
as a "historic move," the politi- 
cal parties comprising the ma- 
jority coalition in the House yes- 
terday decided to give high pri- 
ority to the signature drive. 

He told the Inquinen that the 


race to get 12 percentof the num- ments. 


Con-Ass takes back 


ber of registered voters to intro- 
duce a direct amendment to the 
Charter would have to be priori- 
tized for now although it “speaks 
of only one subject matter—the 
shift from a bicameral-presiden- 
tial system to the unicameral-par- 
liamentary system." 
Consequently, the Speaker 
dropped the "eight core strat 
gic amendments" contained in 
the draft constitution earlier 
prepared by the House commit- 
tee on constitutional amend- 


nomic restrictions. 


House comn 
tional amendments, 


The package of amendments 
includes reforms in the political 
structure and the lifting of eco- 


But Representatives Mauricio 
Domogan (Lakas, Baguio City) 
and Douglas Cagas (NPC, Davao 
del Sur), vice chairs of the 
ee on constitu- 


would be wise for local execu- 
tives to ask the Supreme Court 
to clarify its March 1997 ruling. 
House Majority leader Pros- 
pero Nograles, for his part, 


seat 


laughed at the supposed 50 law- 
makers whom Minority Leader 
Francis Escudero claimed on 
"Tuesday to have signified willing- 
mess to oppose the proposed Con- 


Ass. 

“Marupok (ragile),” said No- 
grales, pointing out that 17 of the 
50 would soon jump to the other 
camp. 

He called on the opposition to 
look at the supposed reality on 
the ground, saying: "You can see. 
the signatures, not the power 
play at the grass-roots level." 


said it 
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Red leaders urge NPA to expand use 


60 initial members, consisting of the remnant 
fighters of the old CPP and university-based 
radicals. They were armed with nine automatic 
rifles and 26 single-shot rifles and handguns. 
‘Today, the NPA claims to be operating in more 
than 100 guerrilla fronts across the country. 


Terrorists 
President Macapagal-Arroyos administra- 
tion said it would not be cowed by NPA threats. 
“The government will continue to defend 
its citizens against the godless terrorists who 
use their arms to exact taxes and threaten le- 
gitimate business and private citizens into 
kowtowing to their diabolical objective to 
seize power through violent means,” Press 
Secretary Ignacio Bunye said in a statement. 
Malacafiang used to be careful in calling 
the NPA terrorists in order to save the peace 
"talks between the government and the Na- 
tional Democratic Front, umbrella organiza- 
tion for various leftist organizations, 
z+ The CPR NPA and NDF have protested their 
"ifidusion in the list of terrorist organizations by 
‘ithe US government and the European Union 
“ihat dried up their access to international funds. 
ME 
‘Uncovering left/right alliance 
But after uncovering a supposed alliance 
at between the communists and rebel soldiers, 
SiMalaeafang has apparently taken off its 
gloves in dealing with what it called the his- 
torical enemies of the state. 

Bunye said the public had been fully sup- 
ortive of the efforts of the military and police 
to flush out the NPA in the countryside, 

E x 


JORGE MADLOS: He talked to a military 
officer this month. rovrHoTo 


A rebel spokesperson said guerrillas had 
maintained informal contacts with disgrun- 
ted military officers more than a month after 
Ms Arroyo quashed an alleged plot by leftist 
and rightist groups to oust her. 

Junior military officers on the ground as 
well as “some higher level officers were in 


of land mines ... 


“informal discussions” with rebel leaders, 
said Jorge Madlos, also known as Ka Oris, an 
NDF spokesperson in Mindanao. 

Madlos said the last time he spoke with a 
military officer was this month. 

“We are just exchanging views, We have 
convergent aims of toppling the Arroyo [ad- 
ministration),” Madlos said by telephone 
from his mountain hideout in Mindanao. 

He said there had been no offers of defection 
from the soldiers, but stressed the movement 
was “prepared to accept them individually" 


Valid complaints 

“They have valid complaints and we are 
happy that they realize this current govern- 
mentis not for the people,” Madlos said. 

(On Feb. 24, Ms Arroyo declared a weeklong 
state of national emergency in a bid to stop a 
"cabal" of communist rebels, rogue soldiers, 
opposition politicians and businessmen from 
ousting her, 

More than 20 officers and men have been 
detained and face court-martial, while 16 op- 
position figures, including six leftist legisla- 
tors, have been charged with rebellion. 

Shortly after the alleged coup was aborted, 
Ms Arroyo launched meetings with officers on 
the ground to quell restiveness. She also 
‘warned them that any future attempts would 
be crushed. 

The military top brass also said that the 
chain of command was intact, even as it said 
earlier that they were mopping up "residual 
threats" toMs Arroyo. Reports from AFR 
Delfin T. Mallari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon 
Bureau and Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


ple's initiative that he obviously 
Planned to manipulate. Fortu- 
nately, a sober Supreme Court de- 
cided to stand up to the Presi- 
dent.” 


Referendum 

At a press conference, Abalos 
indicated that barring legal ob- 
stacles, the referendum for the 
approval of Charter change via a 
people's initiative may take place 
in July. 

Abalos said it would take the 
Comelec 15-30 days to finish ver- 
ifying the signatures. 

“The Comelec can approve the 
petition in a short time. It’s the 
verification that would take a 
longer time to complete,” he told 
reporters 

Following the provisions of RA 
6735, the poll body has 30 days 
to determine if the petition is suf- 
ficient, Once it is approved, the 
Comelec has to set the referen- 
dum not earlier than 45 days or 
not later than 90 days. 

Ifittakes the Comelec a month 
to verify and another month to 
decide on the petition’s sufficien- 
cy the referendum may be held in. 
the middle of July, based on the 
calculation of the INQUIRER. 

Abalos’ timetable discounts the 
possibility of any person or group 
questioning the initiative before 
the Supreme Court. 

[But] I'm sure somebody will 
file a case, So it would all depend 
on how long the Supreme Court 
will acton the case." he said. 

Brawner said there was no con- 
tradiction between his and Aba- 
los positions on the people's ini- 
tiative, He said the Comelec 
could not entertain any initiative 
petition but the body could do the 
verification before it was filed, as 
Abalos had maintained. 

‘The Inquinen asked Abalos if 
the decision to allow the verifica- 
tion of signatures—which, he 
said earlier, was reached during a 
meeting between the Comelec’s 
Jaw department and the regional 
directors—had the backing of the 
other commissioners. 

“That is the position of the 
Comelec,” he 

Pressed if the commission en 
banc had discussed the matter or 
had come to a formal decision on 
it, he Said: “Irsħot needed.” Re- 
ports from Armand N. Nocum, 
TJ Burgonio, Philip C. Tubeza, 
Jerome Aning, Michael Lim 
Ubac, Norman Bordadora and 
Christine 0. Avendaño 
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Needs enabling law ‘Signature 


to surpass 
5.6 million’ 


THE UNIÓN OF LOCAL AU- 
thorities of the Philippines 
(Ulap) said its campaign might 
just come up with 10-12 million 
signatures in view of a Pulse Asia 
survey showing that the number 
of Filipinos who believed in 
Charter change had risen to 43 
percent. 

Bohol Gov. and Ulap president 
Erico Aumentado said the peo- 
ples initiative could easily breach 
the constitutional requirement of 
5,6 million signatories nation- 
wide. 


Rice rations 

He denied allegations that 
money and rice rations had 
changed hands to produce the 
signatures. 

"No money was involved in the 
signature gathering. The opposi- 
tion should not compare this true 
manifestation of the people's will 
to their noisy rallies attended by 
paid participants," Aumentado 
said. 

Interior Secretary Ronaldo 
Puno said that while he wanted to 
look into the alleged involvement 
of DILG personnel and barangay 
officials in illegal activities con- 
nected with the peoples initia- 
tive, he had yetto receive a single 
complaint 

"They have to show proof. 
There is not even a single com- 
plaint filed against any DILG offi- 
cial. They can't even identify one 
DILG official that might have 
been involved in the- alleged 
bribery for signatures. How can 
we initiate an investigation?” he 
said. 


Gov't money 

At the conclusion of the com- 
mencement exercises at the 
Philippine National Police Acade 
my in Silang, Cavite, Puno also 
told reporters that government 
funds were not being used in the 
signature drive. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
also dismissed allegations that 
government money was being 
used to finance the Charter 
change bid. 

"There are private groups 
like Sigaw ng Bayan. I believe 
they are working hard and they 
have their own funding,” he 
said 


No job crisis; Filipinos 
just choosy—Favila 


From page Al 

He said he based his observa- 
tion on his conversations with a 
number of headhunters and cor- 
porations looking for workers. 

| don't think people would 
complain of unemployment if 
they just get the jobs that are 
available for now," Favila said. 

The Labor Education and Re- 
search Network (LEARN) said on 
Tuesday that if the number of un- 
employed (2.8 million), under- 
employed (6.9 million) and those 
not looking for jobs (1.1 million) 
were combined, there would be 
10.8 million out of the 36 million 
workforce that would need jobs. 

“Clearly, the government faces 
a jobs deficit of crisis propor- 
tions,” said Clarence Pascual, a 
senior researcher at LEARN. 


Lack of desire 

But Favila said the unemploy- 
ment problem was more of the 
lack of desire to work rather than. 
the availability of jobs. 

“ome Filipinos have a tenden- 
cy to aspire to be the vice presi- 
dent immediately upon hiring or 
they want to be able to pick the. 
time and place of work. Those 
who can’t get what they want 
choose to just wait til their ideal 
job falls on their lap," Favila said. 

He cited the experience of the 
Korean shipbuilder Hanjin Heavy 
Industries and Construction at a 
recent job fai 

“The company needs a minimum 
of 7,000 workers in line with its 
plan to build 16 ships at its 
$721-million shipbuilding facility 
on the Redondo Peninsula. 

Favila said Hanjin found many 
qualified engineers, welders, 
pipe fitters, foremen, erane oper- 
ators and agriculturists, but most 
of them balked at the prospect of 
relocating to Subic, 


Graveyard shift 

Favila said the Filipinos’ fussi- 
ness was evident in the call center 
business as most applicants 


backed out after learning that 
they would have to start from the. 
graveyard shift 

"Call centers offer a minimum. 
of P15,000 a month and yet they 
refuse to take the jobs. This is 
why some call center operators 
are now going beyond college 
graduates and going after sec- 
ond- and third-tier students to fill 
wp their manpower require- 
ments," the trade secretary said. 


More part-time jobs 

The National Statistics Office's 
labor Force Survey in January 
found that the fishing sector lost. 
5,000 jobs last year; mining 
9,000; manufacturing 18,000; 
health and social work 32,000, 
and construction, 73,000. 

But part-time jobs increased by 
651,000, which accounted for the 
bulk of new jobs. The number of 
unpaid family workers increased 
by 389,000 or 53 percent of the 
net job creation, while the num- 
ber of own-account or self-em- 
ployed workers rose by 263,000, 
according to the NSO. 

Rene Ofreneo, director of the 
School of Labor and Industrial 
Relations at the University of the 
Philippines, said the data showed 
that employment in the formal 
sector was shrinking and employ- 
ment in the informal sector of the 
labor market was growing. 

“The numbers "indicate employ- 
ment degradation—higher status 
jobs being lost and replaced by low 
paying ones—and migration to 
subsistence employment,” said the 
Philippine Business Leaders Forum. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo 
has promised to create 1.5 mil- 
lion jobs a year until 2010 to 
bring down the unemployment 
rate, But the jobs created last year 
fell short of the 1.5 million jobs. 

Ms Arroyo has been criticized 
for her failure to translate the 
benefits of a strong peso, robust 
stock market and low interest 
rates into more jobs and lower 
cost of goods and services. 
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Police officer in bulletproof car shot dead 


From page Al 


police service for Marasigan, deputy chief of 
the Intelligence and Investigation Division of 
the Philippine National Police Internal Affairs 
Service, He left behind seven children, 

Marasigan, who was promoted chlef in- 
spector recently, acted as spokesperson for 
the IAS panel that investigated the widely 
publicized police operation at Ortigas Center 
last Now 7 in which three suspected car 
thieves were killed. 

Relatives of the slain men—Anthony Dulay, 
Francis Xavier Manzano and Anton Guillermo 
Cu-Unjing—said the operation of the Traffic 
Management Group was an overkill. 


Motives 

"There are many possibilities .. the num- 
ber one is, mahilig siyang makialant (he loves 
to meddle), and he is very vocal. There are 
many {motives} I am considering, but I am 
still deciphering it. After this, 1 would piece 
my theory together, said Marasigan's dis- 
traught wife Venus. 

“My husband was very meticulous. When 
he sees something wrong in the barangay, the 
police, he would be very vocal about it, I've 
told him to stop meddling with others, that 
we have a good life and we don't need poll- 
tics, because he might just be killed for no rea- 
son,” she said. 

Tor investigators, the daring ambush was 
still a puzzle. 

"We are still establishing the motive, But it 
was planned because there were four people 
posted on all corners here. Then they just walked. 
away and took a jeep toward Pateros,” said Pasig 
police chief, Senior Supt. Romeo Abaring. 

Abaring said 11 slugs likely from 45 cal. pis- 
tols had been found in the ambush site. 
Marasigan's wife said the Pajero was bullet- 
proof for shots from .38 cal. and 9-mm pistols. 
"hs far as I know, those would not pierce either 
window. Buta .45 cal, l'm not sure,” she said. 


Communists involved? 

‘The Eastern Police District director, Chief 
Supt. Charlemagne Alejandrino, theorized 
that communist rebels might be responsible. 

The shooting coincided with the 37th 
founding anniversary of the Communist Party 
of the Philippines’ armed wing, the New Peo- 
ples Army. 

The NPA does not choose its enemies, Ev- 
eryone in the government is their enemy, and 
this was their target of opportunity . and just 
by the style of the shooting ... that he was am- 
bushed," Alejandrino told reporters, 

Marasigan’s wife however thought such 
was unlikely 

“That's only if he abused the NPA... But you 
see my husband helps the masses. I know that 
my husband does not abuse common people. 
He only fights big people, not the small ones,” 
Marasigan said. 


Gunmen did not hide faces 

Quoting witnesses, Macalintal told the IN- 
‘quitter that the four gunmen did not bother to 
hide their faces. Police later released an 
artists sketch of two of the gunmen based on 
witnesses! accounts. 

‘Abaring said both gunmen were around 30 
years old, between 5'4" and 5'5" tall and were 
of medium build. One wore his hair long, 
while another had curly hair. 

‘The Pasig police has launched a manhunt 
to pursue the gunmen. 

Marasigan's wife said she and her husband 
had been extra cautious in the past few days, 
as she noticed that they were being tailed by 
suspicious men. 


Cowardly act 

“The other night, when we were on our 
way home, I noticed that men on board a 
parked vehicle followed us. 1 told my husband 
‘that ‘daddy, the car we passed by followed us," 
but he said he didn't notice. 1 just told him 
that next time, he should not take the same 
route, because he could be ambushed easily" 
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said Maraslgan's wife, 

PNP Director General Arturo Lomibao con- 
demned the slaying as a "cowardly act” and 
ordered the Pasig police to go after the killers. 

Colleagues expressed shock and disbellef. 
One officer sald the ambush might have some- 
thing to do with the cases that he was handling. 

"He was handling many high-profile cases, 
and many of the cases were highly confidential," 
said Willard Grageda, chief of the administrative 


and financial divislon of AS, one of the inves- 
tigative arms of the Philippine National Police, 


‘Very religious’ 

‘The IAS, which maintains offices nation- 
wide, investigates charges against policemen, 
It directly reports to Lomibao's office, 

Colleagues knew the slain cop to be "very reli- 
gious,” and his family, well-to-do, according to 
Grageda, With a report from Luige A. del Puerto 
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‘THE WIDOW of 


Chief Insp, 


Renato Marasi- 
gan weeps over 
his lifeless body 

after the ambush 

that happened in 
broad daylight at 
a busy Pasig City 


street, 


MECHANICS: 


4. To join, buy any pack/size of Minola Cooking 
Ollor Margarine. All Minola products have unique 
alphanumeric promo codes printed on the labels 
or stickers, which the consumer has to text to 
eam entries, 


2. Register via text using this format: MIN REG 
name/age/genderiaddress. A reply will then be 
sent to Inform the texter of successful registration 
The registration info of a participant will be locked 
to the cellphone number he/she used. 


SAMPLE REGISTRATION: MIN REG Shella 
Reyes/36/F/55 Dumaguete St., Sta Ana, Manila 


3, Text In the unique promo code, plus a 2- 
number combination from numbers 1 to 89. 


FORMAT: 

MIN «promo coda» «1st number>/<2nd number» 
(The 1st number and 2nd number can be of any 
À or 2 digit number combination) 


SAMPLE ENTRY/TEXT: 
MIN MNLA12345678 4/08 


4. A parlicipant can only send one promo code 
once. 


6. By adding the 2-number combination to every 
promo code, a participant can double his prize 
money for the weekly draws. 


6. Thero will bo 16 weekly draws; Every wok, 
one (1) winner of 100,000.00 will be drawn. 


7. There is one pre-selected number combination 
for each of the 16 weekly draws, 


8. In the event that the drawn winner for each 
of the weekly draw has texted the pre-selected 
Winning 2-number combination for that draw, 
paricpant vl not only got the weekly prize of 

(00,000.00 but also gets a bonus of P100,000 
for a total prize money of P200,000. 


9, All messages must be sent to 2966. Each 
text message costs P2.50 for Smart and Globe 
and 2.00 for Sun, 


40. One can send In as many entries as he/she 
wants, using the same number combination BUT 
with different Minola promo codes. 


14, New entries must be sent every week to 
qualify for each weekly draw. All entres for each 
completed weekly draw will no longer be valid 
for the next weekly draw, of for any of the coming 
weekly draws. 


2. All non-winning entries for the weekly draws 
are automatically qualified for the Grand Draw. 


43. There are sixteen (18) weekly draws and 
oho (1) Grand Draw. 


14. Al winners for the weekly draws and Grand 
Draw will be notified via registered mall and 
phone call. Verified winners will be published. 


46, Winners should present the following to be 
abio to gt her prizes Valld ID, SIM card used, 
proof of purchase and Letter of Notification. 


46. Prizes shall be forfelted In favor of CIIF Oll 
Milling Corporation, If potential winners fall to 
present the Minola proof of purchase with the 
‘winning code and proper Identification within 16 days, 
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17. All prizes are tax-free, 


18. All employees of CIIF Oii Milling Corporation, Buy N 
Text Corp., Smart Communications, inc., Globe 


Telecommünications, Inc., Sun Cellular, 
MediaForoe, Dancerg and their relatives 


Image Dimensions, 
up to the second 


degree of consanguinity and affinity are disqualified from 
Joining the promo. 
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8 Cabinet men 
given 2 weeks 
to submit papers to CA 


„THE CONGRESSIONAL COM- 
Simission on Appointments has 
given five Cabinet members up 
to April 11 to submit the docu- 
ments required for the confir- 

| mation of their appointments, 

warming that failure to do so 

ill be “a ground for the rejec- 
tion of their ad interim ap- 
pointments." 

‘The commission, chaired by 
Senate President Franklin 
Drilon, unanimously passed a 
resolution on March 13 con- 
‘taining the stern warning. 

‘A commission official said 
the resolution was intended 
for Public Works Secretary 
Hermogenes Ebdane, Finance 
Secretary Margarito Teves, 
Trade and Industry Secretary 
“Peter Favila, Health Secretary 
‘Francisco Duque and Agricul- 
fure Secretary Domingo Pan- 
‘ganiban. 

“ES! While Panganiban has to 

“Submit only two more clear- 
ances, the other four Cabinet 
members “failed to submit 
even a single required docu- 

ent," said the official who 

“sked not to be identified. 
i. The Commission on Ap- 
jpointments resolution said 


that the Cabinet secretaries 
non-compliance had prevent- 
ed the commission's standing 
committees from starting with 
the consideration of their ad 
interim appointments. 

During its plenary session 
on March 15, the Commission 
on Appointments unanimously 
approved and agreed to issue a. 
stern warning and call the at- 
tention of these Cabinet mem- 
bers to the rules of the commis- 
sion, particularly Section 24,” 
itadded. 

Section 24 requires govern- 
ment officials seeking Commis- 
sion on Appointments confirma- 
tion to submit documents like 
their curriculum vitae, income 
tax returns, statement of assets 
for the last four years, and dlear- 
ances from govemment agen- 
cies like the Office of the Om- 
budsman, the National Bureau 
of Investigation,a nd the Bureau 
of Internal Revenue. 

The Commission on Ap- 
pointments official said Ed- 
bane and Duque had requested 
an extension but they would 
have to submit the required 
documents by April 11. Philip 
C. Tubeza 
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To save ‘castle,’ SVD priests to put on waiter's garb 


Frompage Al 
simply, how to ensure a fine-dining experi- 
ence for the guests. 

“To be a priest is to be a servant,” Cordero, 
45, told the Inquirer last week. 

He said it was actually no big deal because 
he and his colleagues were accustomed to 
working in the kitchen and mess hall while 
still in the seminary. 

“part of our training then was to prepare 
meals for our fellow seminarians and clean up 
afterward,” Cordero said. “So in essence, 
we're not new to the job. But of course, a for- 
mal dinner with 1,000 guests is different 


Tickets at P1,000 
As of last week, only a few of the tickets 
worth P1,000 each were still available. 


‘Most of the ticket buyers are alumni, for-" 


mer seminarians and their relatives, all con- 
vinced that it was high time The Castle was 
given a facelift. 

‘The P1 million that the dinner organizers 
are hoping to raise from the event is expected 
tobea perfect start. 

Built in 1933, the Buttenbruch Building is 
easily the primary structure at the Christ the 
King Seminary; it holds the collective memo- 
ry of seminarians, past and present. 

Cordero said the building was garrisoned 
by the Japanese and turned into some sort of. 
a command center during World War I. 

He recalled that back in the 1970s when he 
was a seminarian, there was persistent talk 
about the fabled Yamashita treasure being 
buried under the seminary grounds. 


Renovation needed 
"In fact, there were diggings at that time,” 


he said. ‘ 
‘There are 78 seminarians at present, half of 


THE FIRST CHURCH in the country constructed by German priests and designed like a caste, Christ 
the King, on E. Rodriguez Avenue in Quezon City, badly needs an overhaul and afacelift. _jowsowooc 


whom are staying on the third-floor dormito- 
ries at The Castle. 

Classrooms occupy the second floor, and 
offices make up the ground floor. 

‘The massive structure clearly shows the 
need for renovation. 

Rust has claimed the window grills, and 
the carelessly hung curtains are the color of. 
ash. 

The building's old rose paint is pale, if not 
peeling, alternately evoking misery and 
nostalgia. The color barely conceals the 


Tarlac restaurant sets up ‘wall of fury’ for hotheads 


From page Al words such as ex-wife, boss and 
lover. 

“The top three targets are 
boss/manager; wine, women and 
gambling; and lastly the loan 
sharks,” said Viola. 

Angie Trumpeta, a medical 
student, made the long jour- 
ney after a marathon run of ex- 
ams. 

“Something like this would 
help release all of your stress,” 


her, she is treating herself to an 
‘unusual form of anger manage- 
ment. 


‘Top 3 targets 

‘At the Isdaan restaurant in 
this town, Vescara and other pa- 
tions work out their stress for 
PAS a go by hurling plates at the 
“wall of fury” emblazoned with 


[Z The Search is open to career service 
‘dnd non-career service officials and 
‘employees of the government. 


OF AWARD 


Awards for Outstanding Work 
Performance 


Presidential or Lingkod 
Bayan Award conferred on an 
individual or group of individuals for 
exceptional or extraordinary 
contributions resulting from an idea or 
performance that had nationwide 


she said while flinging plates at 
the wall. 

It is not just customers who 
benefit. Isdaan’s staff enjoy 
throwing plates at the "Perenni- 
ally Complaining Customers” 
sign. 

A shout of “Taksiyapo!” (a 
curse in Kapampangan) usually 
accompanies the sound of smash- 
ing crockery. 

Vases and bowls are also avail- 


fun. 


able, while the wealthier of the 
furious patrons can toss an old TV 
set for P1,300. 


Cheaper than yoga 

Not only is throwing things 
at the restaurant much cheaper 
than yoga lessons or profes- 
sional therapy, it is a lot more 


"Isn't it better to break these 
plates than your personal stuff at 


smile. 


emotional baggage. 


home?" Vescara said with a 


Manila residents fleeing the 
congested capital flock to the, 
restaurant on weekends before 
heading to nearby beaches dr into 
the mountains with much less 


Amold Viola, the manager of 
Isdaan, said it was not unusual 
for husbands and wives to target 
each other on the wall before re- 


cracks, although Cordero said he had been 
told that The Castle remained “structurally 
sound.” 

Still, the seminary's managers are not tak- 
ing any chances, especially since it will céle- 
brate its 75th anniversary in two years, 
Cordero said. 

Much needs to be done to restore the old 
glory of The Castle. 

For Cordero and his peers, it begins by play- 
ing good hosts to people who believe in the 
cause. 


turning to the restaurant to enjoy 
aromanticmeal. 

‘An Elvis impersonator who en- 
tertains the patrons, Jerwin 
Cedillo, said it was not always 
easy dealing with angry people 
but they usually left Isdaan in a 
calmer state of mind. 

“To most people who have 
pentup emotions, this wall of 
fury is the best way to let go of all 
youranger,"hesaid. Reuters 


Civil Service Commission 


2006 Search for Outstanding 


Public Officials and Employees 
more of the eight (8) norms of behavior [NOMINATIONS | 


provided under Republic Act No. 6713: 
Commitment to Public Interest, 
Professionalism, 
Sincerity, 
Responsiveness 
Nationalism 
Commitment to Democracy, and 
Simple Living. 


JALIFICATIONS OF NOMINEE 


Nominated officials and employees, 
either in individual or group category, must 
meet the following criteria: 


Justness and 
Political Neutrality, 
to the Public, 
and Patriotism, 


awards must be submitted, duly 
accomplished and endorsed by the Agency 
Head, to any Civil Service Commission 
Regional Office or Field Office on or before 
April 21 


Regional or Field Offices nearest you. You 
may also call the Honor Awards Program 
(HAP) Secretariat at @ (02) 932-0381, 
931-7993 and 932-0111 or e-mail at 
pis @csc.gov.ph and mmou Gcsc.gov.ph. 


Nominations for all the three (3) 


For more details, please visit CSC's 


impact on public interest, security and 
patrimony. The contribution may be a 
suggestion, innovation, invention or 
superior accomplishment. 


Civil Service Commission or 
Pagasa Award conferred on an 
individual or group of individuals for 
outstanding contribution/s resulting 
from an idea or performance that 
directly benefit more than one 
department of the government though 
not of such extraordinary or 
exceptional degree to merit the 
Lingkod Bayan Award. 


Award for Exemplary Conduct and 
Ethical Behavior 


Outstanding Public Officials 
and Employees Award or the 
Dangal ng Bayan Award conferred 
on an individual for performance of 
extraordinary act or public service and 
consistent demonstration of 
exemplary ethical behavior on the 
basis of his/her observance of one or 


$: 


Must be in the government service at 
the time of nomination. Posthumous 
nominations can be made for officials 
and employees who died while in the 
government service and within the year 
prior to the nomination; 

Have been rated at least Very 
Satisfactory or its equivalent for the last 
two (2) consecutive performance rating 
periods prior to their nomination; and 
Have not been found guilty of any 
administrative or criminal offense 
involving moral turpitude 

and have no pending | 
administrative or criminal | 

case at the time of the 
nomination. 


WHO MAY NOMINATE 


Any individual or ; 


organization with extensive 
knowledge of the performance 
and: behavior of the official, 
employee or group/team may 
nominate for the Honor Awards. 


Correction 

IN THE MARCH 20 ISSUE, a table ac- 
companying a story on Page B2- 
1—"Where parents’ money will go this 
June"—misstated the annual cost of tu- 
ition, miscellaneous fees and books for 
fourth year high school students of 
Notre Dame School in Caloocan City. 
The correct figure is P45,570.12—not 
P52,000 plus. 
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‘Thursday, March 30, 2006 
4th Week of Lent 
IstReading: John 5:31-47 

Jesus said to the Jews, “If bore witness to 
myself, my testimony would be worthless. 
But Another One is bearing witness to meand 
1 know that his testimony is true when he 
bears witness to me. John also bore witness 
to the truth when you sent messengers to 
him, but [do not seek such human testimony; 
Irecall this for you, so that you may be saved. 

"John was a burning and shining lamp, and 
fora while you were willing to enjoy his light. 
But I have greater evidence than that of 
John—the works which the Father entrusted 
to me to carry out. The very works I do bear 
‘witness: the Father has sent me, Thus he who 
bears witness to me is the Father who sent 
me, Then, as long as you do not believe his 
messenger, bis word is not in you. 

“You search in the Scriptures thinking that 
in them you will find life; yet Scripture bears 
witness to me. But you refuse to come to me, 
that you may live. I am not seeking human 
praise; but 1 have known that love of God is 
not within you, for I have come in my Father's 
name and you do not accept me. If another 
comes in his own name, you will accept him. 
As long as you seek praise from one another 
instead of seeking the glory coming from the 
only God, how can you believe? 

“Do not think that I shall accuse you to the 
Father. Moses himself in whom you placed 
your hope, accuses you. If you believed 
Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote of 
me. But if you do not believe what he wrote, 
how will you believe what say?" 
Commentary 

Moses is sent to the depraved people, no 
longer bound to God at all because of their 
faithlessness, violence, and worship of other 
gods. But Moses pleads for them, begging God 
to remember all that He has done for them in 
the past and not letting all that go to waste be 
cause of the peoples’ stubbornness. Moses cares 
so much for this violent people and God relents. 
Jesus too begs and cajoles the people to listen to 
him, to remember John who was the blazing 
light fora while, and to look at the testimony of 
his works of healing, hope, forgiveness, and to 
search the Scriptures to know who He is. Do we 
have this Word abiding in us? Can we see the 
work of God? Jesus does not accuse us before 
God but pleads on our behalf. But who do we 
believe? And whose words do we act on? 
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11 Magdalo soldiers drop lawyer in court-martial 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


ELEVEN ARMY SOLDIERS IMPLICATED IN 
the July 2003 Oakwood mutiny yesterday 
dropped the lawyer defending them in their 
‘court-martial, giving rise to speculations that 
some of the mutineers may have cut a deal 
with the military leadership. 

"The 11 soldiers were not among the 184 
enlisted men who were released last May af- 
tera plea bargain. 

Ina letter dated March 28, the 11 Army sol- 
diers told lawyer Roel Pulido they were “fully 
submitting" themselves to their superiors in 
order to resolve their case which has been 
pending for almost three years. 

"It is a painful decision for us to release you 
but we believe that itis the most sensible action 
now for our best interest,” they said as they 
thanked Pulido for representing them for free. 

“We have full confidence in the chain of 
‘command [that] all these things will be re- 
solved in the proper forum and under the aus- 
pices of our senior officers,” they said. 

The soldiers tried to explain their decision 
to Pulido during the resumption of the hear- 
ingsyesterday but Pulido said he did not need 
an explanation. 

"The hearing, the first in six months, was 
postponed after prosecutors moved to consol- 
idate the trial of the three groups of accused. 

"The fist group consists of the 29 alleged core 
Jeaders, who style themselves as the so-called 


Magdalo group, who have also been charged 
with coup d'etat before a Makati court. 

The second group consists of 66 officers 
and 11 soldiers charged with mutiny while 
the third group consists of eight officers 
charged with failure to suppress mutiny. 

Last October, 13 Army officers led by two of 


defense and the prosecution would thresh out 
the issue before the next hearing is set. 
Security was very tight yesterday, with at least 
200 Military Police [MP] troops deployed to es- 
cort the 61-mutineers who attended the hearing. 
For the first time, cameras and voice recorders 
were banned from the courtroom. The number of 


the alleged core leaders, Captains Gerardo 
Gambala and Milo Maestrecampo, dropped 
Pulido as counsel after they apologized a sec- 
ond time to President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

‘Army Capt. Alvin Ebreo followed suit last. 
February, and was afterward transferred from 
solitary confinement to the detention facility 
where the 13 officers were being held. 

Pulido would not speculate about a deal for 
the 11 but itis known that the group 13 which 
broke away from the core group of accused 
putschists have not been offered a plea bargain. 

Military prosecutor Col. Pedro Davila said 
the decision to consolidate the trial was made 
in order to avoid any duplication in the pre- 
sentation of witnesses. 

He said the prosecution was looking at 
‘ways to expedite the case as the court itself 
has noted the “substantial delay." 

The last hearing was held last Sept. 26 and 
the trial so far has not progressed beyond the 
arraignment stage. 

"Thats part of due process... There's noth- 
ing to be apologetic about," Davila said. 

Pulido said his clients were initially against 
the plan to consolidate the trial. He said the 


No-frills homecoming 
for Cardinal Rosales 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


Batangas were also expected. 


‘After tomorrow's Mass, there will 


EXPECT NO FRILLS WHEN THE 
countrys newest cardinal comes 
home tonight. 

True to his character, Manila 
Archbishop Gaudencio Cardinal 
Rosales’ return from the Vatican 
will be marked by a simple Mass 
at the Manila Cathedral at 10 
am. tomorrow. 

Rosales, 73, officially became 
the sixth Filipino to receive the 
red hat after being inducted to 
the College of Cardinals by Pope 
Benedict XVI last March 24. 

‘The committee organizing the 
welcome rites prepared no elabo- 
Tate festivities, according to 
Peachy Yamsuan, communica- 
tions director of the archdiocese. 

"It will be simple to the bon 
she told the Inguinen. "That's how 
he would like it to be." 

But even Rosales could not 
help it if scores of well-wishers 
tum up for the Mass, which will 
be concelebrated by bishops and 
priests from the archdiocese and 
its suffragan dioceses, as well as 
from Lipa and Malaybalay where 
he had also served as prelate. 

The Mass will be “open to all but 
those wantiig to come should antic- 
ipate a huge crowd, Yamsuan said. 

She said up to 2,000 people 
were expected, led by President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, Senate Presi- 
dent Franklin Drilon and other 
government officials, and mem- 
bers of the diplomatic corps. 

‘Two busloads of Rosales’ rela- 
tives from his home province of 


cardinal? 


Aside from Manila, Yamsuan said 
the occasion was particularly special 
among parishioners in Lipa and 
Malaybalay where Rosales had spent 
years as a champion of the poor, the 
environment, and other important 
issues confronting the dioceses. 

For Filipinos, having a new car- 
dinal brings prestige since cardi- 
nals, who are also known as 
“princes of the Church," serve as 
advisers to the Pope and choose 
his successor. 
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be two receptions at the nearby Villa 
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scheduled in Lipa and Malaybal- 
ay next month. 
But why are people really ex- 
cited about the arrival of a new 
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MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. 02 
Series of 2006 


TO ALL CONCERNED 
SUBJECT : GUIDELINES ON THE NAME HIRING OF 
FILIPINO HOUSEHOLD WORKERS FOR CYPRUS 


Pursuant to existing regulations which provide for the recruitment 
and documentation of Filipino household workers through an 
accreditation/registralion system and the name hiring of Filipino 
household workers only in countries where foreign placement 
agencies do not operate, the name hiring of Filipino household 
workers bound for Cyprus shall be allowed only for the following 
‘employers duly endorsed by the Philippine Overseas Labor Office 
(POLO) which has Jurisdiction over the worksite: 


4. Immediate members of the family of head of state! 
government; 

2. Ministers, Deputy Ministers and other senior government 
officiais of the host country 

3. Senior officials of the diplomatic corps and duly recognized 
international organizations. 


A copy of the certificate of competency (COC) of the worker 
issued by the Technical Education and Skills Development Authority 
(TESDA) shall be presented to POEA as a requirement for the 
documentation of household workers, whether name hire or agency- 
hire. 


{All previous issuances inconsistent with this circular are hereby 
deemed repeated and superseded. 


For strict compliance effective 15 days from publication in a 
newspaper of general circulation. 


(Sgd.) ROSALINDA DIMAPILIS-BALDOZ 
‘Administrator 
(Pr Maven 3.20085 
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Erap: Chavit got P1.4B 


From page Al possibly extending the ban to in- 


clude media opinion pieces on 
the trial and commentary from. 
case witnesses. 

Tn his previous testimony on 
March 22, Estrada claimed he 
was framed with "trumped-up 
charges" that led to his downfall 
during massive street protests, 

‘Answering questions from his 
lawyers, Estrada accused 
Singson, his former drinking bud- 
dy and main accuser, of stealing 
state funds before he became 
Presidentin 1998 and passing the 
blame on to him. 


about P4 billion in illegal gam- 
bling payoffs, tax kickbacks and 
commissions stashed in secret 
bank accounts under an alias. 

Estrada also faces a perjury 
charge for allegedly underreport- 
ing his assets in 1999. , 

The 68-year-old Estrada was 
ousted in a People Power revolu- 
tion in 2001 after his supporters 
in the Senate impeachment 
court refused to accept what 
had been alleged as evidence 
against him. 

‘The plunder charges against 
Estrada carry the maximum 
penalty of death by lethal injec- 
tion, but it was more likely that 
he would be pardoned. Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's ad- 
ministration has initiated recon- 
ciliation talks with Estrada, 
fearing his legion of impover- 
ished supporters. 


No cover-up 

“I never asked anyone to cover 
up his (Singson’s) unliquidated $ 
cash advances,” Estrada told the §| 
court. “He was trying to pass his 
liabilities to me when the Com- 
mission on Audit began running 
after him.” 

Estrada's lawyers produced 
several documents to show that 
Singson was facing 11 graft cases 
for "ghost" projects and unliqui- 
dated cash advances. 

“From the beginning, he was 
already accustomed to falsifica- 
tion,” Estrada said. 

Singson denied the allega- 
tions, telling reporters "he (Estra- 
da) is just reading his script." 

“They are repeating it as part 
of their defense to destroy my 
credibility,” he said. 


Jinggoy 


EVELYN Chan, wife of the 
provincial COA auditor who was 
killed in an ambush while probing 
Singson’s alleged multimillion- 
peso cash advances, shows up at 
the antigraft court reportedly to 
lend moral support to Estrada, 


poor. 


Gag order 

With media people packing the 
heating, the Sandiganbayan 
banned both sides from talking to 
reporters about their chances of 
success, apprehensive that these. 
‘would whip up tensions among 
Estrada's supporters. 

Associate Justice Teresita de 
Castro said the three-member 
court would consider next week, 
"when Estrada will testify again, 


Singson noted that these were ed, 
the same accusations leveled 
against him during the October 
2000 impeachment of Estrada. 
He said there were no cases pend- 
ing against him. 


Nothing to do with bank notes 
Prosecutor Dennis Villa-Ignacio 


he said. 
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“There is nothing that he can 
do that can controvert the testi 
monis and documentary e 

dence that we have presented,” 


‘The prosecution rested its case 
in 2003 after presenting 76 wit- 
nesses and more than 1,500 
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asked the court to strike out Estra- 

da's allegations as hearsay, but the 

Judges decided to allow them as 
. part of Estrada's "narration," 

Shown a check and bank docu- 
ments allegedly covering the 
transfer of the tax kickbacks, 
Estrada last week denied any 
knowledge of the papers, telling 
the court it was the first time he 
had seen them. 

‘Yesterday, he repeated his posi- 
tion: ^I do not recognize these 
documents and I have nothing to 
do with these documents." 

Also present in the packed 
courtroom 
sons—including 

Estrada—wife 
daughter Jackie. 

Outside the Sandiganbayan, 
about 200 pro-Estrada supporters 
gathered to show support for the 
ousted leader, still considered a 
hero by many of the country’s 


were his two 
codefendant 
and 


Prosecutor confident. 


Villa-Ignacio expressed confi 
dence Estrada would be convict- 


md ASÀ 


verdict. 


pieces of evidence. 


Tanay rest house, 


Another 3 months 

Estrada, who has denied any 
wrongdoing but is detained at his 
likely to ap- 
pear before the Sandiganbayan 
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“NOT GUILTY,” Estrada supporters outside the court render their 


SAEFYLERNA 


for the next two months because 
hearings are conducted only once 
aweek. 

Tt will take three more months 
before the two sides wrap up ar- 
guments. With reports from AP 
and Reuters 


US court may grant bail 


From page Al 


|" Diaz told reporters. 

Diaz, however, said Aquino's immigration 
problems could dissuade the judge from 
granting him bail. 

“The past status hearings on Aquino were 
all preliminaries wherein the defense request- 
ed to be furnished with the prosecution's doc- 
‘uments so there would be no surprise during 
the actual trial,” Diaz said. 

"From now until October, the prosecution 
would be gathering additional evidence,” Di- 
ansaid, 

"The NBI Interpol chief said court-appoint- 
ed lawyer Mark Berman and Felix Vinluan, 
who handled Aquino's immigration case, rep- 
resented the former police official. Aquino is 
detained at the Passaic County Jail in New 
Jersey. 


Espionage charges 

Espionage charges were filed against 
Aquino, 39, and FBI analyst Leandro Arag- 
oncillo, 46, late last year for passing classified 
information to current and former Filipino of- 
ficials. 

Ousted President Joseph Estrada, Senators 
Panfilo Lacson and Aquilino Pimentel Jr. and 
Parafaque Rep. Roilo Golez have confirmed 
receiving e-mails from either Aquino or Arag- 
oncillo but they said the papers were of dubi- 
ous intelligence value. 

NBI officials said Aquino was arrested in 
his house in Queens, New York, in early 
September last year while Aragoncillo was 
nabbed in his Woodbury, New Jersey 
home. 

Aquino and Aragoncillo were ordered held 
without bail in a New York federal prison fol- 
lowing an initial appearance before US Mag- 
{strate Patty Shwartz. 

If found guilty of the charges, the accused 
could face 15 years in prison and $500,000 or 
more than P25 million in fines. 

Aragoncillo was also charged with unau- 


ORTH ETRE = 


gel 


thorized use of a government computer, 
which means an additional sentence of 10 
years and a $250,000 fine. 


FBI investigation 

Diaz said the FBI began investigating and 
monitoring Aragoncillo after the analyst in- 
terceded for Aquino following the former po- 
lice officer's arrest in March 2005 for over- 
staying in the United States. 

Aquino had posted a $50,000 bail for his vi- 
olation of US immigration laws. 

‘Aquino and former PNP Senior Supt. Cesar 
Maneao have been implicated in the Novem- 
ber 2000 abduction and murder of publicist 
Salvador "Bubby" Dacer and his driver Em- 
manuel Corbito. 

Supt. Glenn Dumlao has tagged Aquino 
and Mancao in the double murder, along 
with several other members of the de 
funct Presidential Anti-Organized Crime 
Task Force (PAOCTF), which Lacson 
headed during the Estrada presidency. 
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Absolute power 


RESS SECRETARY IGNACIO BUNYE ASSURES 
everyone that President Macapagal-Arroyo uses her 
appointing power very wisely and well. “The Presi- 

dent's power to hire and fire functionaries in the execu- 
tive branch has been exercised judiciously in the public 
interest,” the presidential spokesman declared last Mon- 
day when the Inquirer began its series on political ap- 
pointees populating the civil service. 

Maybe, Bunye should have read the 
article before he opened his mouth. 
Since he didn't say it tongue-in-cheek, that statement on- 
ly made him sound like a brazen liar. 

Consider just two appointees mentioned in the article 
written by Jerry Esplanada. The first is Esperanza Abriol, 
administrator of the presidential mansion in Baguio City. 
A dentist by profession, she is apparently well-regarded 
by her colleagues, having once been elected as vice presi- 
dent of the Philippine Dental Association. She describes 
herself as “very capable,” “very well-organized” and will- 
ing to serve the President until she is “maybe” 77 years 
old. But she is 73, well past the retirement age of 65 for all 
civil servants (with the exception of justices and judges). 
‘And when she attended one official function, witnesses 
said she looked “frail and seemed to have difficulty walk- 
ing around,” When asked to read something, she could 
not do it because she had forgotten to bring not her eye- 
glasses but her magnifying glass, All of which should have 
made everyone—Ms Arroyo and Bunye, included—won- 
der how she could run a 13-hectare estate used as the 
President's summer retreat. 

Then there is Dennis Cunanan, who seemed to have im- 
pressed top administration officials by packaging a schol- 
arship program that Ms Arroyo touted during the presi- 
dential campaign. That faint brush with scholarship 
earned Cunanan an appointment as executive director of 
the Commission on Higher Education. But there was one 
big hitch: the CHED union, composed mostly of college 
graduates, threatened to go on strike. And for a very good 
reason: Cunanan did not finish college. It must have 
slipped the President's mind that appointing an under- 
graduate to head a commission that regulates higher edu- 
cation was not only the height of irony but also a debase- 
ment of higher learning and an insult to everyone who 
had earned a college degree. 

But this was not the only irony in the Cunanan appoint- 
ment. At about the same time, Civil Service Commission 
Chair Karina David recalls, Palace officials were trying to 
fire cameramen working with Radio-TV Malacañang be- 
cause they did not have college degrees. It seems that the 
administration thinks it takes much less training and edu- 
cation to run a whole education agency than to point a 
camera at the President and her guests. So much for the 
President's judicious exercise of the power to hire. 

As to the judicious use of the power to fire, what about 
the sudden relief of Miguel Luz as undersecretary of edu- 
cation? Luz had played a key role in implementing re- 
forms in the Department of Education, particularly its 
graft-ridden book procurement program. But when he 
balked at accepting a post-dated check, which looked sus- 
piciously like a pay-off for a congressman's support for 
the President who was then facing an impeachment com- 
plaint, he was told by Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermi- 
ta to pack up and leave. When told that Luz could not be 
dismissed without cause especially because he was a ca- 
reer service executive, Ermita ordered him to move to the 
Department of Labor and Employment. For following the 
law, Luz paid a heavy price. And Bunye calls this a judi- 
cious exercise of power? 

These are not isolated cases. The dismissal or ground- 
ing of career civil service officials and the hiring of politi- 
cal supporters, who don't have the necessary qualifica- 
tions, are happening all over the government bureaucra- 
cy. Add to this the creeping militarization of the civil ser- 
vice, which has seen Ms Arroyo appoint more retired mil- 
itary and police officers than any of her predecessors. 

But if all this indiscriminate hiring and firing have de- 
moralized the career officers (who have staked their fu- 
ture in the public service) and made a shambles of the 
professional civil service, Malacafiang apparently could 
not care less. Ermita wouldn't even bother to justify the 
President's appointments, declaring that it is the Presi- 
dent's prerogative to make them. "When the President 
makes a choice, nobody should question it," Ermita said. 

Sorry, but until now few Filipinos know that they are 
ruled by a capricious sovereign and an absolute dictator. 
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THEY CALL IT “DIASPORA PHILANTHROPY— 
efforts by often homesick overseas migrants to 
support development initiatives in the poverty- 
strapped homeland they left. And it is innova- 
tive—and it has grown over five-fold in as many 


years. 

Pooled by Filipinos abroad, the gifts, dona- 
tions and services are different from “remit- 
tances” (funds whittled from pay packets of over- 
seas workers and sent, on a more or less regular 
basis, to families left behind). They are "unilater- 
al cash gifts, goods and services.” Some seek to 
jump-start projects in economically stagnant 
places the migrants fled from. Others cascade, 
helter-skeltez into a bewildering range of benefi- 
aries: schools, hospitals, churches, NGOs, town 
plazas and emergency relief Aid for Southern 
Leyte mudslide victims is only the latest. 

There are many ways to gauge this develop- 
‘ment. One is from the increasingly precise way 
the Bangko Sentral tracks the inflow of funds 
under Worldwide Balance of Payments Manual 
rules. Another is from the equally telling 
“worm's eye” view of individual donors. 

‘Overseas Filipinos sent $7.639 billion di- 
rectly to their families in 2003, Bangko Sentral 
figures show. "Diaspora philanthrophy" that 
year funneled $218 million here. This “figure 
is the highest in five years,” Jeremaiah Opini- 
ano of the OFW Journalism Consortium 
writes. In 1999, that was only $45 million. At 
exchange rates prevailing then, that was P11.8 
billion injected into the economy. 

The data indicate "there's a large untapped 
resource of philanthropic funds from the dias- 
pora," especially for non-profit programs, says 
‘Tito Gonzalo Rivera of Ayala Foundation Inc. 
(AFD. "Civil society groups can now have an 
idea of the playing field." 

Diaspora resources "could be a source of 
funds which could help in the development of 
the countryside,” notes Asian Development 
Bank consultant Ildefonso Bagasao. These phi- 
lanthropic transfers are mostly “unorganized.” 


1 HAVENT FELT SAD ABOUT GRADUATIONS 
in a long time. But this year 1 do. It's not be- 
cause my son graduated from high school the 
other Sunday—and graduations are as much 
an excuse to sing a wistful “Sunrise, Sunset” as 
they are to bring out the bubbly, while wonder- 
ing how in God's name your son managed the 
feat without you ever seeing him study. And it's 
not because, as the editorials of newspapers al- 
most ritualistically lament, there are few jobs 
waiting out there for the horde that has just 
finished college. It’s simply that | can't for the 
life of me see how the graduates can soar to in- 
spired heights today. 

Graduation is normally a time for, as Brown- 
ing says, reaching for things that exceed your 
grasp, or what's heaven for. Ies a time for class 
valedictorians and graduation speakers to ex- 
hort the young, for whom the world stretches 
into the horizon with its endless possibilities, 
to be the best that they can be. it's a time when 
parents remember the dreams and hopes 
they've had, partly tinged with regret for the 
things that did not come true, partly brimming 
with thanksgiving for the blessings that unex- 
pectedly did. 

This year, however, we find a world that 
seems resolutely opposed to all this. If the best 
teacher is example, then the graduates of to- 
day have very little to learn from their parents. 
This is a country where people are content to 
reach for things that lie well within their grasp, 
and still fail to touch them. This is a country 
where people say beggars cannot be choosers, 
dreamers belong only to the loony bin, forget 
about winning medals in swimming it’s all we 
can do to keep our head above water. Indeed, 
this is a country where being honest and noble 
and heroic no longer means anything; while 
making do with the worst is now everything. 

Nothing has brought out to me the stark 
contrast between what graduation means and 
what living in this country today does more 
than the Philippine Military Academy gradua- 
tion last week. GMA was the guest in that grad- 
uation, which made the contrast exceptionally 


D 


e$ e 


Juan L. Mercado EN 


"Many civil society groups have yet to look 
at overseas Filipinos as a resource,” he writes. 
Studies are needed to pinpoint “what prevents 
overseas Filipinos from giving more.” 

Bureaucratic sludge, lack of accountability, 
petty politics and corruption, answers a UP 
graduate who is now a New York-based execu- 
tive. (Names are disguised given the “nuances 
of small town jealousies.") 

“Some friends and I started a book-lending 
program, in the town where Ispent the first 16 
years of life. 'à town is 25 minutes away from 
‘B City. Third grade students there can't read. 
And when they finally do, they don't grasp 
what they're reading—hampered, by dearth of 
reading materials. 

“We've learned from failures of just stocking 
libraries. There's successful experience with a 
free book-lending program that operates like a 
library. More students come (to the program) 
than to schoo! libraries (which are) closed af- 
ter office hours and weekends. 

"But we don't work through the local govern- 
ment. Involvement with politicians is a kiss of 
death, we decided early on. As a courtesy, we've 
informed the LGU of our initiatives. We doubt if 
welll get a reply, considering wala silang 
makuhang mehora (they can't skim off any- 
thing). 

“Friends senttons of books through (the) lo- 
cal government and civic groups. But when 
they visited, they couldn't trace their dona- 
tions. Califomia colleagues complain their 
container shipments of books are gathering 
dust, months after arrival. Clearance is snail- 
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dramatic. Clearly, the kids there had more to 
teach her than she the kids. 

The valedictorian of the biggest class in that 
institution thus far, Ariel Toledo, showed so. He 
challenged his fellows to live lives of quiet hero- 
ism, and he knew whereof he spoke. He himself 
had done so. He came from impoverished ori- 
gins, his father dying in 1992 in tragic circum- 
stances and his mother supporting them by sell- 
ing wares until she too died five years ago. His 
sisters—"my personal heroes"—spent for his 
studies by doing odd jobs abroad, and he made 
sure not a single centavo of what he got was 
wasted. He studied hard, and rose to the top of 
his class. Where he is now is as much his sisters 
handiwork as his own. 

It was “a touching personal speech,” the 
honored, but not very honorable, guest would 
say later. But, of course, it was, And if indeed it 
had touched her, she would even now be mov- 
ing out of the Palace by the Pasig out of shame. 

"The contrast was monumental. Toledo had 
fought adversity and by dint of hard work had 
managed to snare the top honors of his favorite 
school. GMA had fought only boredom, which 
is the lot of someone born with a silver spoon, 
or into the houschold of a former President, 
and by dint of playing safe had managed to 
snatch the highest position of the land. Toledo 
had begun low and ended very high up in life, 
the toast of his fellows, a living example for his 
community to follow. GMA had begun high 
and ended up very low down in life, the most 
disliked person in her country, a living example 
of what public elementary school teachers 
warn their pupils never to become. 

‘Toledo had spoken of the joys and rewards 


distribute them. 

"Were not deluged with help from this end, 
Funny, Americans are more enthusiastic about 
donating than Filipinos. To pay for shipment, 
we hit family, relatives, and every friend we've 
made in our life. Its easier to raise money than 
civic consciousness, specially when volunteers 
are needed. 

“History teaches us we have a culture of vol- 
unteerism. But latter-day Filipinos have a 
strange sequence of volunteering, They shuffle 
‘on the sidelines, look from the corner of their 
eyes. And when they see something is happen- 
ing, ayan, papapel or poporma na—but only af- 
ter the heavy lifting is done. 

“What puzzles me is why many retired 
teachers—some of them still young—áré not 
involved in activities that help educate the 
children. The list of things that they cari do is 
endless. m 

“In Guimaras, lloilo, there's a reading rème- 
dial program supported by Save the Children 
Federation. Conducted by school teachers and 
volunteers, its getting good results. Now,why 
can't my town Y copy that? a 

"Recently, we read here in New York of Eu- 
genia Apostol's ‘Education Revolution’, initia- 
tives, Surely, retired teachers’ association can 
support its “Mentoring the Mentors” and other 
similar programs. A lot of these initiatives do 
not need a lot of financing. Time and commit- 
ment are just what it takes, 

"Education volunteerism is a hard sell: Oth- 
er projects have ‘donated by signs, witlt ames. 
of the ‘philanthropists’ splashed all oVei, But 
how does one portray reading's benefité fh the 
life of a young child? S 

“Oh, lm not complaining what 1 havé gotten 
myself into. 1 know these things would make a 
tiny difference, if at all. But if that’s thé Best 1 
can hope for, that's good enough for mè», 
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that come from altruism and self-satilfice 
Though they themselves were as pòr a 
church mice and had to scrounge around for :ı 
living, Toledo' sisters had given freely of what 
they had to him, for no other reason than that 
it was the right thing to do. GMA has shown 
only the pain and punishment others have t 
endure to pay for one's selfishness and self-ab 
sorption. Though born to power and wealth 
she can't have enough of them, clingitig t 
them at all costs, including the ruination of he 
country. If she gives freely to the public, all sh« 
gives are more people of the likes of Jose Pida! 
the Gonzales(z) duo, Ronnie Puno and Mib 
Defensor, for no other reason than that th. 
public has turned masochist and want more i 
the same. Or want to “move on” despite bein. 
handcuffed to the bed post in the company ol 
dominatrix. 

Toledo had spoken of living a quiet hero. 
life, a life of meeting challenges every day, » 
life of teaching by deed rather than by word 
by example rather than by propaganda, GM V 
has lived only a loud misogynist life, alife v 
daily fighting off public scorn and calls for he: 
to vacate a post she never won, a life of teach 
ing the worst possible things by example liil 
eased or alleviated by PR. If example $$ thv 
best teacher, ask yourself what GMA, Pid! 
the Gonzales(z) duo, Puno and Defensor at« 
teaching the kids. 

In the end, Toledo has shown what dthe+ 
true winners before him have shown, which 1. 
what winning is all about. Winning is not phys 
ical, it is moral: it is a triumph of the spin 
Winning is not external, it is internal: it is felt 
in the heart. Winning is not about finishin. 
first, it is about being an inspiration to other» 
It is showing others the best they can b. Win 
ning is not about keeping, itis about sharing. 
is not about glory, it is about honor; itis net 
about leading the pack, it is about-pickis 
yourself up after falling down and limping «ll 
the way to the finish line. 

Well, maybe, graduation this yearifsn't x» 
sad afterall 
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4 AGREE WITH ED MALAY, DIRECTOR OF THE 
Center for Issues and Advocacy when he opined 
[dit its difficult to see how the Commission on Elec 
ysptiürs can ignore 6 to 7 million signatures of regis- 
[| ted votes in the "peoples intiatve? Reports 
iSfkalibted the poll body as saying it would have “no 
[^S Phoice" but to discard the signatures once the peti- 
Y Tich is filed. This must be so, new Election Commis- 
i< -ilgier Romeo Brawner said, because the Supreme 
túre ruled in 1997 that a peoples initiative to 
| I fend the Constitution could not prosper without 
an enabling law. But Brawner made it clear that the. 
Comelecs decision must be made en banc. 

„zaut as former President Ramos said, this is now 
; RE people speaking out in a massive way—vox 
[5 Sopuli, vox Dei-and they cannot be ignored. 
tition will surely reach the Supreme Court. 
litical pundits have observed that its mem- 

e been known to reverse their stance, 


percent per legislative 

that constitutional revision (e.g., change in the 
form of government), and not just amendments, 
is allowed in a people's initiative. On the other 
hand, Cha-cha critics argue that if even a simple 
local bill requires the vote of both chambers of 
Congress, doesn’t logic dictate that such a signif- 
icant anpa require a similar action? No dice to 

people's initiative for revision, they stress. 
he Court of Appeals ordered the Department 
of Justice to stop its preliminary investigation of 
the Feb. 4 "Wowowee" tragedy after ABS-CBN 
filed a petition alleging that the DOJ had exhibit- 
ed "institutional bias" against the network. ABS- 
, „GA's lawyer complained that the DOJ prosecu- 
tors moved so precipitately on the case, display- 
ing obvious "bias." Ies interesting that the lawyer 
aweigir 
ira 


THÈ LOCAL AVIATION INDUSTRY COULD 

crash if the exodus of aviation experts does not 

1 Mow down. The industry is composed of two sec- 
tors: the airlines and the service providers. 

“Poaching at the highest level" was how a Fil- 


M 


In 


pi 

Employment Asocation. 

+u ffrom:2004 to 2005, more than 200 aircraft 
t dighéchanics and aviation support staff have left the 
|^ country, according to Philippine Overseas Em- 
‘suaplayment Administration figures. Philippine Air- 
„h dines has lost 75 pilots in the last three years to 

different airlines in the Middle East and Asia. 

“We could lose more and we are feeling the 

pinch," said PAL vice president for human, re- 

"ru éRurces Cesar Lamberte. “India will be needing 

ig 4,300 pilots in the next four to five years." The 

"dn rpjected number is about 10,000 pilots for Chi- 
na in the next 20 years. 

news is that Filipino airplane pilots, 

engineers, technicians, airline crew, 

es so good that they are in such great de 

ahd abroad. The bad news is that they are being 

snapped up by foreign recruiters faster than the 

local aviation industry can train new ones and re- 

plehish the pool. 

The foreign air industries’ gain is certainly the 
Philippines loss. The dollar remittances that are 
supposed to result from this phenomenon would 
not be enough to repair the damage to the Philip- 

n apie industry that serves both local and foreign 
7 "iine needs. 

à sey players in the aviation industry have writ- 
verlo 

i nad 

iod. 


Alle CONVENTIONAL WISDOM IS THAT EF 
Jos to amend the Constitution are either a dis- 
xi tion, or a gamble, or both; that the President 
s Ej fmbivalent about these efforts, because win or 
|! ie, whether or not she achieves a more pliable 
»/* Rhleameral legislature and more powers as presi- 
"el cum-prime minister, she stands to remain in 
» bt olce, anyway, until 2010. But if the efforts suc- 
+ Gaba, ies gravy all the way baby And there will be 
"ogy for everybady—even the opposition. Not a 
»'ngle opponent of Charter change through a 
{people's initiative" has announced he/she will 
relinquish his/her seat in the House of Represen- 
« ntatives or the Senate, or his/her governorship, 
_sibayoralty or anything, ifthe President succeeds. 
Js. There's something in it for everybody. Instead 
ie guns, goons and gold, tis rice, lifting term lim- 
7 aitsuand postponing elections indefinitely. This is 
by 1 believe that the advantage is with the ad- 
y Ruinistration. Furthermore, through a combina- 
igh of the Palace-sponsored "people's initiative" 
Mond the subsequent referendum, the President 
* LA De able to say she has what she has, since Ju- 
1 Peake a mandate, Unless the referendum and 
He counting are marred by brutality and blatant 
heating, no one will be able to dispute the asser- 
i that the people have spoken. Those opposed 
i just have to wait until the "New Order" starts 
; "t'il destruet (which 1 am confident it will, but 
'^ngffor some time) 
«t "Tris is why I don't think the President or her 
"tptple are ambivalent about the ongoing exercise 
‘eiheall—failure is not an option. This is the kind of 
"fight for which the President is perfectly suited. 
she has shown, time and again, that she is particu- 
v. Tariy gifted when it comes to organizing effors 
+ vdgagred toward a particular goal. She is wel-served 
iv obo staff that is ever-willing—as the fashionable 
saying goes—to "think out of the box," but still 
+keepe things within the comfort level of those in- 
volved. Therefore, I highly doubt if there will be 
any logistical or legal obstacle to the President and 
her allies achieving what they want. 
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would complain of the DO's undue haste in con- 
ducting the preliminary investigation, ‘when the 
tragedy is already nearly two months old! The 
question is, as Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez 
logically asked, if DOJ prosecutors are stopped 
from investigating the case, who can investigate 
it? Under the rules of court, i's only government 
prosecutors who are authorized to do so. 

There is a lot of irony in the network's com- 
plaint of “bias.” All through these many 
months, a number of TV viewers have turned 
away from this network, disgusted by its obvi- 
ous bias against the administration and its of- 
ten one-sided treatment of news. People have 
noted how some of its anchorpersons would 
virtually pt words into the ‘mouths of intervie- 
wees and ask leading questions. Now the shoe 
is on the other foot, and the network is accus- 
ing the DOJ of “bias.” It's the best authority 
when it comes to this subject. 

‘What's fast becoming evident is that ABS-CBN 
is going to apply its formidable clout to delay the 
investigation until such time that it can finish ne- 
gotiating out-of-court settlements with the fami- 
lies of the 72 dead and the 800 or so injured in 
the "Wowowee" But even after a settle- 
‘ment will have been concluded with the victims 
or their families, there's still the criminal liability 
‘of those who were clearly negligent. 

Inquinen reader Marcos Sibal, writing in this 
papers Letters section, misread an item in this 
Column. Earlier I said, in answer to queries about 
‘why the absence of a genuine outrage over the al- 
legation that GMA cheated, that one reason may 
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ten Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. Tomas to stress 
that "(Df the current exodus of these highly 
skilled mission critical staff continues, the impact 
on the operations of the local aviation industry as 
well as the subsequent loss of the sector's contri- 
bution to the national economy would be severe 
and irreparable.” 

“Tt takes about P14 million to produce a full- 
fledged pilot," Lamberte told the Inquire. PAL has. 
419 pilots and runs an aviation training school. 

Lamberte explained why foreign airlines could 
offer Filipino recruits higher pay. "First, they don't 
have to spend for training. Second, they don't 
have to wait seven to 10 years to produce a pilot. 
‘You need so many flying hours to become a cap- 
tain or co-captain.” 

Tn other words, the making of an airline cap- 
tain cannot be fast-tracked. Flying is a highly reg- 
ulated profession. A pilot should fly only up to 
1,000 hours a year. 

Lufthansa Technik Philippines consultant Enzo 
Ziga said that aircraft mechanics would also be in. 
demand. It takes five to six years and P3 million 
to train an aircraft mechanic. "There are about 
1,700 aircraft mechanics in the industry and this 
number is not enough,” Ziga added. 

The Philippine State College of Aeronautics is 
supposedly the country’s training ground for avi- 
ation-needs upgrading. It is the private aviation 
industry that has so far been carrying the costly 
burden of training. 

According to statistics, the air transport indus- 
try provides employment for about 27,000 Fil- 
pinos. It serves 31 international and 21 domestic 
destinations, and another 200 routes for non- 
scheduled carriers. It flies 22,500 passengers and 
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The solicitor general, interviewed on TV the 
other day, was reportedly very confident about 
the prospects of a favorable decision by the 
Supreme Court. Not so confident, of course, as to 
suggest collusion was taking place. 

"The House keeps changing the particulars of 
the amendments it wants—which means those 
critical, or opposed, are having a devil of a time 
figuring out what, exactly, the changes will be. 
Presented with a "yes" or "no" to a dizzying array 
of amendments, the people will find it easier to 
simply “move on” and get the damned thing over 
with, And who can blame them? Outflanked and 
outfoxed, the public will say, “serves you right.” 
Besides, the rice and cash and door prizes already 
doled out during the barangay assemblies are a 
sign of more goodies to come. 

‘We will spend the next decade orso pupating as 
a confused and confusing pseudo-parliamentary 
system, until the President manages her transfor- 
mation from president to prime minister for life 
(or both). The President has time on her side. She 
can outfight and outlive both Speaker Jose de 
Venecia and former President Fidel Ramos: that's 
the bottom line. Everyone else, in the face of her 
new mandate by way of a referendum on amend- 
‘ments, will eventually find a way to make peace 
with the re-varnished dispensation. Those who 
don’t can be ignored or locked up. Life, may actu- 
ally improve or, at least, not get worse: and if it 
does get worse, there will still be suspects aplenty 
toblame. 

‘That's the plan, as far as | can see it. There is a 
certain beauty to it. We often hear that the Fil- 


Can Comelec ignore millions of signatures? 


be the perception that after all, other politicians 
appeared to have cheated, too. I said that only 
last week, when Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile claimed 
that Sen. Jamby Madrigal had cheated to get her- 
self elected. Sibal misinterpreted dat surement 
saying that I was suggesting that we “just shrug 

our shoulders and let bygones be petes 

Far from it. A long time ago, when losing can- 
didate Aquilino Pimentel filed charges against 
some Comelec personnel he perceived to have 
‘conspired in cheating him, I cheered him on and 
followed the case religiously, hoping he'd pursue 
his crusade to the end. But ts quite another thing 
when after seven months of congressional in- 
quiry into the Gard tapes and a defeated im- 
eachment process, we refuse to lay to rest the 
Cheating issue against GMA to the detriment of 
the country's progress and stability. I deplore the 
new-found "morality" especially as it is conve- 
niently invoked by leaders who have little moral 
ascendancy and because it is obviously aimed on- 
ly at ousting one person: GMA. Lets clean the 
whole system and punish all cheaters. 

Last week, a day before the first testimony 
of former President Joseph Estrada before the 
Sandiganbayan, Sen. Panfilo Lacson made the 
‘stunning revelation that when he was chief of 
the Philippine National Police, Estrada accept- 
ed jueteng money and channeled it to the Mus- 
lim Youth Foundation. Lacson said he advised 
Estrada that even if his intentions were good, 
receiving jueteng money was illegal. He also 
disclosed that he himself refused to accept the 
P5 million monthly payola allotted to the PNP 
chief by jueteng lor 

After that revelation, Lacson became silent. 
Many people are wondering if he's standing by 
what he said. Estrada's spokesperson, Dida- 
Zen Dilangalen, has said Lacson’s statement 
might no longer be admissible in court since 
the prosecution has rested its case. But the 
people would like the former president to 
Comment on Lacson's statement. And they 
want Lacson tosay ifhe's standing pat onwhat 

esaid. 


Mayday! Mayday! for the aviation industry 


around 500 tons of cargo every day. 

‘Among the key players that have made the 
Philippines the regional hub for maintenance and 
repair are Lufthansa Technik Phils., Aviation Plus 
and Miascor. Atleast 15,000 are employed in this 
sector. 

With global passenger traffic expected to in- 
crease at 5 percent yearly until 2023, the project- 
ed number of new aircraft would be 16,601 
worldwide. 

‘Singapore is in need of 767 airline mechanics 
and 50 junior mechanics. Saudi Arabia needs 73. 
‘These are active job orders with the POEA. Also be- 
ing hired are painters, planners, ticketers and air- 
port xives. Cabin crew hiring is also in- 
Greasing. A Middle East airline is said to be hiring 
1,000 per year and the target is 12,000 by 2012, 

Here at home, the air transport industry will be 
requiring more planes for the local carriers in the 
next five years. 

Although there is a glut of pilots in the United 
States, Lamberte said the airlines of the Middle 
East are not likely to look in that direction. Fi 
ipinos are a top choice. When proficiency in En- 
lish becomes an enforced prerequisite in 2008, 
there will be an increased demand for Filipinos. 

So what does the industry propose? That the 
government “consider a ban on the overseas de- 
ployment of the said occupations and skills in 
pursuit of the national interest for a period of 
three to five years, effective immediately.” 

"The ban will give the domestic aviation indus- 
try "a breathing space that should allow current 
interventions ... such as aggressive manpower 
training programs to provide a buffer when the 
time to lift the deployment ban comes." 

"At present, the industry players said, “the exo- 
dus far outpaces whatever efforts are taken by 
the industry in training replacements since there 
isa long lead time involved." 

‘Last January, Rep. Roseller Barinaga filed a reso- 
tution asking both the executive and legislative de- 
partments to support the proposed temporary ban. 

Mayday! Mayday! 


Send feedback to cerespd@info.com.ph 


ipino loves the underdog. Ihave said before, I dis- 
agree with this observation. We only root for the 
underdog when there's a chance he can manage 
the transformation to top dog. Otherwise, we re- 
serve a particular scorn for the dreamer, the failed 
dissident, the disastrously ill-fated outsider. As 
the saying goes, every dog has his day—even the 
tuta, or should 1 say, particularly so, the lapdog, 
which enjoys at least a membership in the pack 
and the comforts of the kennel. 

Is it possible for the present “initiative” to fail? 
‘Anything is possible, but right now, I can't see how 
people can still believe failure is probable. It is more 
prudent to assume that it will succeed, all the way 
down to plebiscite day What can be done to stop it, 
derail it? Nothing. And I mean nothing—not even. 
bloody and unconstitutional means. So for those 
still interested in fighting the good fight, I suggest 
that you think in terms of what you would do come 
July 1, 2010, when the President is stil in office, 
‘and those surrounding her have become comfort- 
able enough to dream the dreams that once in- 
spired those we now call the Marcos cronies. 

"Those dreams are just germinating—for now. 
They are far from becoming the stuff from which 
public resentment is made: no raiding of corporate. 
boardrooms, no takeovers of fat, juicy businesses, 
no widespread, organized farming-out of monop- 
lies or rackets; none of these things—on a scale to 
inspire the middle class to start fearing for its prop- 
erty and employment, or the business leadership 
to start worrying about its corporate control—is 
taking place. Not yet. Not now. Not even in the 
short-term future. But it will take place. 

T remember a discussion with a colleague late 
last year Its 19831 I insisted, referring to the politi- 
cal conditions of our day. No, its 1972, my col- 
league argued back. Soon after that, I came around 
to agreeing with my colleague. Which is why the 
coming administration victory—and even the years 
of relative quiet and, perhaps, even prosperity that 
will follow—doesn't faze me. Perhaps, its the way 
things phould be. These things taketime. 
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First bribe 


IT'S OFFICIAL. 1 JUST PAID MY FIRST BRIBE. 

Exiting the Edsa tunnel underneath the Shaw interchange 
in Mandaluyong, I had turned right to SM Megamall when a 
man in uniform suddenly came running toward me. Slowly, 
the excitement that was meant to be savored on the day my 
dad finally allowed me to use the car faded, and chills went 
upmyspine. 

"The man was a traffic enforcer of the MMDA and he cited 
me for a traffic viola- 
tion I had not heard 
of before: “swerv- 
ing.” Without much 
ado, the questioning 
began. He did all the 
talking. Iwas all ears, 
but what I was hear- 
ing was all babble. 
My only concern was 
how to get out of the 
fix and crafting a 
good explanation to my parents. Like a hapless fool, I 
reached for my wallet and, on cue, slipped a week's worth of 
allowance into his black leather case. 

Five years after that first episode, I recall doing the same 
thing at least two more times. Each time, I congratulated my- 
self for getting down to the “real” business very easily. I must 
have been inspired by scenes from Hollywood movies where 
wily crooks bought themselves out of trouble without hesita- 
tion or fear. But I swear that I didn’t progress to committing 
felony in my entire life. 

It felt like only yesterday when my values education 
teacher in elementary school described corrupt people as 
hideous beasts. And I couldn't believe when I realized that 1 
had become one. 

The reality was brought home tome when I hitched a ride 
with a friend. She was caught going the wrong way on a one- 
way street. To cut a long story short, she extricated herself 
from the fix the same way I did on those three previous occa- 
sions. I felt like I was looking at myself in the mirror. 

She gave me the same excuse that sounds so reasonable: 
“Tm a busy person. There are more important things for me 
to do than go through the hassle of making everything legal. 
Besides, a couple of hundred bucks won't hurt a bit, would 
it? In fact, everybody goes home happy. The traffic officer 
‘earns a little extra to augment his meager salary. And heaven 
knows, Iwor't do it ever again." 

Thad heard it before. But still was a bit shocked by her ac- 
tion and her attempt to justify it. She was well respected in 
our circle of friends. She was upright. She was a good per- 
sont 3 

"Then it hit me: How many "good" people out there actual- 
ly succumb to the temptation to engage in such a dishonest 
practice? 

Feeling the pangs of guilt, I resolved to do the right thing 
the next time something similar happened. I told myself that 
the next time I got caught violating traffic rules, I would sur- 
render my license and calmly engage the apprehending traf- 
fic officer in polite discourse. 

When it finally happened, 1 got more than what I bar- 
gained for. The officer returned my license, without hinting 
at some consideration, although he gave me a brief lecture 
on traffic rules and safety. 

But even this feel-good anecdote was not received well by 
my friends. They told me that talking at some length with a 
traffic officer late at night was a very risky thing to do. “That 
was stupid," they-said. "You never know what crazy things 
public officials are capable of these days.” 

"To be fair, do see their point. I mean I should give serious 
thought to their concern, seeing how many heinous crimes 
are being committed these days. 

But I also realize that this growing tolerance is being pro- 
moted by "good" people who don’t think twice before giving 
small bribes. In the larger scheme of things, this wicked 
propensity to go for the “quick fix” is borne out of frustration 
ver greater societal ills like poverty, the absence of peace 
and security, and corruption in high places. 

Tn his practical book on nation-building, titled “12 Little 
Things Every Filipino Can Do To Help Our Country” lawyer 
Alexander Ledesma Lacson urges respect for the traffic offi 
cer, soldier and other public servants. 

T have had five traffic encounters since I resolved to do 
things the right way. And I must say 1 got my license back ev- 
ery time, without paying a bribe. Integrity, like barbarity, is 
reciprocated even out there in the streets. 

Even someone as ordinary as I am can actually do some- 
thing about our nation's most serious problems after all. For 
‘one thing, corruption can be reduced, and, as Lacson said, 
this can begin by respecting traffic officers. 

If treating them with respect doesn't get me back my li- 
cense, so be it. I just have to go through the more cumber- 
some legal process of getting it back. It's not easy. But it's 
plainly my civic duty. 


YouNc BLoop 


Luis R. Buenaventura III 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts om current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


luis R. Buenaventura Il, 25, is a project analyst at 
Lufthansa Technik Philippines. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 


‘Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inguir- 
excom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 
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THEY SAID 


Meat for mincing 


“if were notin the Senate, I would love to handle 
the case and make mincemeat of the case of anyone 
against these people.” 

en. Juan Ponce Enrile on the government's nse of coup 
etat against former Sen. Gringo Honasan and his six alleged 
co-conspirators 


No cheating 

“We at rious about this, but we are not trac 
tional politicians who will cheat fora seat in the gov- 
ernment. Kung (If we) lose, e di (then we) lose, try 
na lang ulit sa (again in) 2010. Pero kung (But if we) 
win, eh di (then we are a) winner." 
M Denton Remote, founding chair of Ang Ladlad—a network 
150 lesbians, gas bseruals and transgender Flipinos—on 
plan to fle his group's candidacy for party-list representa 
tion 


‘The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 


The National Association of Philippine Newspapers 
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TM A MEMBER OF THE SILENT 
majority and, although I don't go 
marching on the streets with other 
concerned citizens: (1) Lam angry 
at how President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo disrespected, corrupted and 
destroyed our country’s military 
and political institutions; and at 
how she undermined our people's 
welfare and rights. (2) Iam angry 
at how she and her lapdogs acted 
like dictators in the investigation 
of the fertilizer scam, jueteng, etc. 
(3) I am equally disappointed 
with our opposition politicians, 
who are mostly trapos with unde- 
sirable track records, offering 
themselves as substitute. 

Are we, therefore, in a situation. 
‘where we have to choose between 


eviland the lesser evil? 

suggest that the silent majori- 
ty start getting involved in: (1) 
discussing, intelligently and non- 
violently, through the free press, 
issues against GMA and her gang; 
2) exposing the details. of her 
‘wrongdoings in government (e.g.; 
through investigative journal- 
ism); this way the people will be 
able to distinguish between fact 
and propaganda; (3) rejecting 
Charter change while she remains 
in Malacañang; (4) calling a mid- 
dle-class leader (the likes of Oscar 
Orbos, Manny Villar, etc.) to start 
mobilizing people and social insti- 
tutions (churches, academe, civic 
organizations, NGOs, etc.) into 
ensuring the election in 2007 of at 


OPINION 
No shortcuts to ‘revolutions’ 


least 80 congressmen and the nec- 
essary number of senators to im- 
peach GMA in that same year; (5) 
after her impeachment, filing cas- 
es against her and her husband; 
(6) helping the Vice President in- 
stitute reforms from 2007 to 
2010; and (7) changing the form 
of government to parliamentary 
by 2010, and instituting reforms 
to further strengthen the indepen- 
dence of our primary democratic 
institutions. 

My point is: There is no short- 
cut to a successful social, political 
and economic revolution. Even 
successful armed revolutions take 
time to mature. 

—RAMON REYES, 
valleverde33@yahoo.com 


Cheating to win elections—a matter of practicality 


THIS REFERS TO RANDY DAVID'S 
column, titled "The pessimism of 
spectators.” (PDI, 3/5/06) In that 
column, he drummed up the idea 
that the’ concerned and enlight- 
ened middle class is not acting the 
way it did to oust Ferdinand Mar- 
cos and Joseph Estrada because it 
is looking for guarantees that the 
one who will replace Gloria Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo will be better. 

Let me offer another probable 
reason: Despite our being a pre- 
dominantly Christian nation, we 
are not outraged by the alleged 
cheating of GMA because we feel 
Philippine elections have always 
been unfair. 

The masa can't choose their 


candidates wisely in their endless 
and daily struggle to survive. And 
they outnumber by the millions 
the educated middle and upper 
classes that are better informed 
because they can afford to buy 
newspapers or listen to current 
events programs. All that the masa 
understand is who can give them 
doles, who can protect them from 
eviction, who mouths pro-poor 
slogans, who looks charming, who 
to remember during election 
time. 

‘And, maybe, we suffer GMAs 
sins because she is proving to be a 
good, hardworking President; and 
if she cheated in the elections, it 
was because she wanted to win so 


she could continue the good job 
she had started. 

Yes, there may be millions more 
who are better than GMA, in 
brains, love of country, experience 
and integrity. But given the reality 
of Philippine elections, do they 
stand a chance of winning against 
Erap or Dolphy or against Manny 
Pacquiao? 

‘Something must be done about 
our electoral system. In the mean- 
time, practicality must give way to 
idealism. We are so tired of politics, 
we'd rather rally behind our coun- 
try in the pursuit of our economic 
goals than rally on the streets 

—ROSADEJESUS, 
rosedijh@yahoo.com 


GMA's claim makes a strong argument for atheism 


THIS IS A REACTION TO THE 
news story "Its God's plan Tm 
here" (PDI, 3/8/06) on Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo’s claim that 
she is God's plan for the country. 
The statement is an affront to 
God. 

It is common knowledge that 
using God's name in claiming a 
mandate to govern and in justify- 
ing illegal acts is not a new tech- 
nique. This was used by the Span- 
ish colonizers to subjugate our 
forebears. After grabbing our 
lands and enslaving, torturing 
and killing those who resisted 
their rule, they claimed every- 
thing that they were doing was 
the “will of God.” And they tried 
to soften the hearts of our forefa- 


thers by promising them an after- 
life of total joy and happiness as a 
reward for all their earthly grief 
and pain. 

History tells us that not every- 
one swallowed that propaganda. 
The Katipuneros and their sup- 
porters knew that, to a large de- 
gree, salvation had to be won by 
the people ‘themselves. And so 
they rose up in arms against the 
"God-quoting" Spanish colonizers 
and drove them out of our coun- 
try—only to be betrayed by the 
Americans, whose President 
William Mckinley claimed Divine 
guidance (told in a dream) in pur- 
suing his "Manifest Destiny" poli- 
cy with which he justified US sub- 
jugation of the Philippines. 


GMAs penchant for dropping 
the name of God also insults the 
Filipino people. 

When the opposition moves to 
get to the bottom of the truth be- 
hind the alleged election fraud, 
the multimillion-dollar NorthRail 
project, Venable contract, the fer- 
tilizer scam and other question- 
able deals, she puts up blocks, 
such as the calibrated preemptive 
response (CPR) policy, EO 464 
and Proclamation 1017. 

GMA claim that she and her 
wrongdoings are God's will is a 
score for atheism. 

—JULIEL.PO, 
Concerned Artists of the 
Philippines (CAP), 

39 Scout Bayoran, QC 


The Philippines: Pearl of the Orient no more? 


OURS IS A NATION SADLY BESET 
with'calamities—EI Niño, La Niña, 
El Erap and now La Gloria. Once, 
the Pearl of the Orient, we are now 
the Shame of the Orient. 

We have a weak leader who 
governs by accommodation and 


m 


empty rhetoric, thus encouraging 
more corruption which we have 
had for many decades. 
Widespread poverty remains, ad- 
dressed with fake compassion. 
Really, we don't have much to 
crow about as the only Christian 
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nation in the Orient. 
A weak leader is our heavy bur- 
den. A weak nation is ours to suffer. 
—VICTOR MURILLO, 
658 Maharlika St., 
Plainview 1550, 
Mandaluyong City 
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A paradise 
for tourists 


AFTER A PROLONGED ABSENCE 
from the pages of the Daily Tele- 
graph, several articles about the 
Philippines have made a come- 
back. The articles have greatly in- 
terested us, as our daughter lives 
in the Philippines. She was the 
subject of Ramon Farolan's New 
Year column extolling renewed 
British-Philippine ties. 

The Telegraph reported on the 
recent attempted coup, and it was 
followed by an article about the 
late Ferdinand Marcos, with a 
photo of his wife laying flowers on 
his preserved body. 

The latest was a photo of the 
Banaue rice fields, which are 
plagued by a worm infestation. It 
"would seem that this “idyllic 
area"—the Telegraph's words— 
could be saved by releasing rats on 
the territory, but this cannot be 
done for lack of funds. 

Then there was a the BBC show 
on child prostitution in the Philip- 
pines, which was greatly disturb- 
ing. 

‘My wife and I went to Manila last 
February to attend the baptism of 
our grandson. In the church, sepa- 
rated from the family group gath- 
ered around the baptismal font, I 
was accosted by two very young 
girls selling flowers. The younger 
one smiled and said, "My sister is 
15. You like her?" At most, she must 
have been 13. Enough said. 

During the course of a very en- 
joyable fortnight, my wife often 
remarked “Isn't it a pity that they 
can’t get their act together?" 

On the last day of our stay, we 
read the Ingurer and, sure 
enough, those exact words were 
there, from one of the newspa- 
pers readers. 

Our travel section in the Tele- 
graph never ever mentions the 
Philippines. But! feel that, with so 
much to offer, your country could 
atleast advertise itself more—step 
in, Department of Tourism! 

In any case, the Philippines is 
the second cheapest place in the 
"world to live in. A paradise for 
tourists who drink, smoke or eat 
‘out (and who doesn't?) 

Tourism would be just a start. 
Another positive move would be to 
seize all the assets of Imelda Mar- 
cos, redistribute these to the poor, 
and make her eam her living on a 
realisic pension. Where, exactly 
did all her money come from? 

—ROY GODDARD, 
2Harefield Rd., 

Bognor Regis, West Sussex, 
O226EB, England 
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People’s initiative not on the agenda 


THE FRONT PAGE OF THE IN- 
quirers MARCH 24 issue carried a 
large photo of a streamer dis- 
played at the Legaspi Village Park 
in Makati. The streamer invited 
constituents to attend our annual 
barangay general assembly We 
were pleased with the publicity. 
The photo caption, however, de- 
clared that “Only this year it's dif- 
ferent. Its main agenda is to kick 
off a signature campaign to 
amend the Constitution.” 

May we inform the public of the 
following: 

1. We in Barangay San Lorenzo 
have been living in utmost fidelity 
to existing laws, including to the 
rule on the conduct of barangay 
general assemblies. Last year, we 
held three general assemblies, 
more than the number required by 
law. We hold barangay assemblies. 
in our honest desire to keep effec- 
tively in touch with our people. 


2, We also abide by the wisdom 
of holding synchronized general 
assemblies, This way, no barangay 
would be remiss in its function of 
convening its constituents. 

3. Lowly as we are, we in the 
barangay stand in dignity and will 
not allow ourselves to be used to 
serve other people's selfish agen- 
da, We will neither manipulate 
nor exploit our own constituents. 
People’s initiative to change the 
Constitution was not listed in our 
agenda for the March 25 general 
assembly. 

As barangay chair, the best that 
Tean do regarding the matter is to 
respect the initiative of our peo- 
ple. i 


JOSHUA JOHN C. SANTIAGO, 
barangay cair, 
+ Barangay San Lorefizo, 


65 Amorsolo St, 
San Lorenzo Village, 
Makati City. 


Promoting the Filipino language 
as a matter of national pride 


ITS STRANGE THAT WHILE 
we, Filipinos, prefer to watch TV 
news and shows in Filipino, the 
use of the national language is not 
earnestly being promoted. 

Big fast-food chains, such as 
Jollibee and McDonald's, train 
their personnel to speak English 
when dealing with customers. 
Announcements made through 
paging systems in shopping malls 
are in English. Telephone opera- 
tors and receptionists speak in 
English when attending to 
clients. Our honorable senators 
and congressmen deliver their 


speeches in English. So do oumpp 
government officials when @ey 
are in the United Nations; foha- 
tional honor and dignity, fiey 
should use Filipino. Anyway, the 
UN can have the speeches trans- 
lated instantly into other lan- 
guages. 

Even though English is accept- 
ed as a second language in our 
country, we must make special ef- 
forts to promote the national lan- 
guage for the benefit of our chil- 
dren and for national dignity. 

—L, ENCHONG SEE, 
enchongsee@yahoo.com 


Why the coup d'état failed 


1 WAS SHOCKED BUT RELIEVED 
to read the INQUIRER news story 
“Now it can be told: Why ‘with- 
drawal’ plot failed" by Tony S. 
Bergonia. (PDI, 3/11/05) 

So some military men really 
staged a coup! It might have been 
bloodless like the one staged by 
Gen. Angelo Reyes in 2001, but it 
was a coup just the same. Some 
people may call it “withdrawing 
support from the chain of com- 
mand." But, to all intents and pur- 
poses, it was a coup. 

The story did not mention the 
civilians involved. But there must. 
have been a civilian component 
that could have provided the coup. 
with a semblance of legitimacy by 
way of “people power.” Thanks to 
Divine Providence, the coup did 
not succeed. A military-led gov- 
ernment, even for a short time, 
would result in large-scale vio- 
ence, even a civil war. 

Allowing the military to take 
control of the highest political au- 
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thority is a very dangerous gam- 
ble. It is believed that some mem- 
bers of the military advocate anti- 
Christian and anti-Catholic ide- 
ologies. If these people gain politi 
cal power, they might use it to per- 
secute the Catholic Church, subtly 
in the beginning but violently lat 
E 

Moreover, a military takeover 
is unconstitutional, even if done 
with good and noble intentions. 
Besides, what is the guarantee 
that a military rule will indeed 
be short as the plotters vowed 
theirs would be? Political power 
has a dazzling effect that can 
render ethically blind those who 
hold i. 

Bergonia’s story was enlight- 
ening. It gave us one more rea- 
son to thank God. Lam convinced 
that God always takes care of the 
only Christian country in the Far 
East. 

—MANUELFELIX G. ABEJO JR., 
burrico@edsamail.com.ph 
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President orae 
Republic of the Philippines 


Congratulations to the top sales producers of Fortune j 
Medicare Incorporated (Fortunecare), honorees in tonight's Annual Awards 
Program. Likewise, I greet the management, officers and staf, and members of the 
field sales team of Fortunecare as you hold this event. 


moore 


1 commend ae for your efforts to fulfill the goal you have set for 

: rself - to provide affordable, qualify and comprehensive healthcare to your close to 
than T. Borbe Leo G. Regali Ana Marie H. Borbe Luisito H. Velarde m. ^ 
oman DOM — LGRAZnipliceGAM — RGB-Ist place AM RGB-2nd place AM 300,000 menter. 


4 After two decades, Fortunecare stands firm as a leading member of the health 
| maintenance organization industry. Your establishment of a wide network of clinics 

to serve as many people as possible and your use of the latest information and 
fee communication technology for improved efficiency are indeed laudable. 
»iot E T 
a 1 By working hard to aitain success and stability for your company, you render 
ud valuable service to our people through your healthcare programs and quality service, 
ae and that is hat makes you a dynamic partner of the government. 
haw 

Let us continue to work together in ensuring the good health of our people. 
May this event inspire you fo work more for the benefit of your clientele. 


‘Mabuhay kayong lahat! 


‘Aveleth A. Tabudlo Ana Leah L. Regaliza Janet C, Almazan Alfredo R. Bio 


WAGA-3rd place AM LGRA-Ist place AE AA-2nd place AE VA-3rd place AE a 
GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 


Agency Manager Level 


President f^ 


Fortune Medicare Incorporated a m 


I would like to give my warmest congratulations to our outstanding 
sales achievers for 2005 as well as to the rest of the FortuneCare family who have 
proven once again the company's commitment to take care of the Filipino's health 


Indeed these individual milestones that you dear agents have achieved, when 
*Soua 5x Salazar RV Alain put together, make up the success of FortuneCare. In our 20 years of existence in the 
(Cy pen (AA) Sth Place HMO industry, you have been my partners in consistently securing the high quality of 
healthcare in the country, Allow me to thank all of you k your unwavering support 

and immense efort in this endeavor. 


7j 
2 


i Being in this business allowed us to make a difference in the lives of our clients, 
Account Executive Level through our comprehensive healthcare services, In the years to come, lel us continue 
: touching lives as we aim for more developments, more upgrades in our facilities and 
mar success, We em dii every ‘goa! as long as we remain united and deter- 

mined, 


jy 


“ee 


Again, congratulations to all of us and more power! 


J. ANTONIO A. CABANGON, JR. 
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8 injured in bus bombing in Digos 


e : T is a 
when a bomb exploded inside a Davao City- cd ut uie. arsi 


bound bus here at about 11 a.m. yesterday. Magno, the injured soldier, said 
he saw aman rush to leave the bus 
The bus, driven by Amold danao, vowed more attacks to asitparkedatthe terminal. jj 
Bingil, came from Cotabato City force President Macapagal-Ar- — "Seconds after he alighted, a 
"with 21 passengers and was about royo out of office. deafening explosion: occurred? 
to park at the Public Terminal II Mayor Arsenio Latasa con- Magnotold investigators. — 
here when the explosion occurred. demned the bombing and said The explosion came as PNR, 
Police identified the victims, those behind it should have not chief Director General Arturo 
seven of whom were passengers of involved civilians. Lomibao reiterated his call for 
the bombed bus, as engineer Ger- “If they want to make political Congress to immediately pass th 
ry Piedad, 63, and his son Carlo statements, they should not in- antiterrorism bill. 
Alvin, 12; Jomy Hao, 35; Pancif volve the civilians. They could al- “The proposed antiterrorism, 
Mohidden, 19; Jasan Bang- ways attack the military or the law will enable authorities tj 
suwakan; Norlgaya Suwaib and police,” he said. constrict, contain and control the 
Ssgt. Moreto Magno of the Army's But Latasa did not categorical- threat of terrorism more effec: 
27th Infantry Battalion based im ly say if the NPA was behind the tively" said Lomibao in a statg; 
South Cotabato; and terminal blast. ment. d 
vendor Martiniana Latasa, 63. “We can't say as of now ifitis Chief Supt. Ismael Rafanai, 
The explosion occurred as the really related to that. We are still head of the PNP intelligencé 
New Peoples Army (NPA) was investigating,” Senior Supt. Bi- group, said the law would alloge 
celebrating its 37th founding an- nang Hajiril, Davao del Sur police police to detain a terrorism sus- 
niversary. chief, said. pect for at least 18 days without 
But police authorities declined Police said they have not iden- charges being filed against him, 
to say whether the explosion had tified the type of bomb used. Current laws require police to re; 
something to do with the NPA an- “There was no shrapnel so it lease suspects held for 36 hours if 
niversary. was not really intended toharm," mo charges were filed against 
On Tuesday, Jorge Madlos, an investigator said. him. Eldie S. Aguirre, PDI Min- 
spokesperson of the National ^ He:said the injuries suffered by danao Bureau and Luige del 
THE BOMBED bus in its Digos City terminal. eines scunseroinmoawosusens Democratic Front (NDF) in Min- the victims came from shattered Puerto, in Manila 
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ROUNDUP , MILF, gov't still deadlocked on ancestral domain: 


Scholarship guidelines COTABATO CITY—TOO MANY 


THE BOARD of San Jose Mindoro Community Association in Canada (SJ- issues, too little time. Out some “hot issues” contained Mantawil said there was really ing and hard bargaining were ex, 
MAC has released the guidelines forts scholarship fund for deserving stu-_ "This was how a ranking Moro inthe consensus points onthean- nothing to talk about because it’ pected along the way” he sid 
dents of San Jase, Occidental Mindoro. Ina funds tor the frstyearofim- Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) cestral domain issue that both was “inconclusive and both sides Jesus Dureza, presidential 
plementation has been set at P150,000, according to a news release. All official described last week's ne- panels agreed on in February. still have to meet again.” peace adviser, said the govern! 
pre-qualified applicants shoul submit 1,000-word essay onthe question gorations berween his group and Among these issues were on MILF chie'negouaror Mohagier MORE talking to other staket 
"What do you think should San foes ea Cees attract local the Philippine government in revenue sharing and other eco- Iqbal also declined to discuss the holders of the peace process in or- 
patter nier Gea rai ars gat M CE Kuala Lumpur. nomic aspects of the future politi- specifics of the recent talks. der "to feel and get their send 
fet bonila@sjmac.org orben-igollaGsimac oro à ‘The talks, which centered on cal territory that the government But he said the MILF had al- ments” on the agreement that 
i the issue of ancestral domain, and the MILF expects to agree on. ready foreseen that the negotia- many believed would redesigt? 
Carabao fest in Calapan et wiat Sr ed aes welded uproar” i Tea acon ppm. 
x j li u lein dtime “woul ip nowhere. 2a v rogram: 
CITY OF CALAPAN- On ts in foundation aniversa e Lima. Jun Manawil, ead of the fume of barely two days” he “The MILE pane! abeaty tert ‘Edwin O. Fernandes, PDI Mit 
aE vee on inasa bmn aide wartedtheciyrec- MILF pesce panel secretariat, sid. that it was into the peak of the danao Bureau 
‘ognized for its attributes as an agricultural area and the carabao, as a sym- 
bot of life and culture, saved and its big potential to attract tourists under- 
scored, The celebration featured, among others, an inter-arangay carabao ren 
mascol parade and a carabao painting contest. 
Madonna Virola, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Cavite exec shot dead 
CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—Drunken persons shot dead a Cavite govern- 
ment official and his companion inside a girlie bar in Trece Martires City 
‘ver the weekend. Police said Manuel Altas, 41, city engineer of Trece Mar- 
tires and resident of Barangay Inocencio, and Modesto Orpilla, 35, of Baran- 
gay De Ocampo, were having a drinking session inside a videoke bar when 
they engaged the group of suspects Michael Consumo, Richard Nieva and 
Michael Nextwell in a heated argument. He said the drunken men hurled 
empty bottles of beer against each other. Beaten the suspects left the 
Videoke bar and warned the victims that they would come back, Witnesses 
Said that a few minutes later, the suspects came back armed with shotguns. 
Another companion, Roberto Sierra, 44, was wounded in the attack. 

‘Marion Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Motorcycle hits truck; 5 dead 

COTABATO CITY—At east five persons died while a boy was wounded 
when a motorized tricycle smashed into an approaching cargo truck in 
‘Pigkawayan, North Cotabato on Saturday, according to a police report. Only 
‘three of the fatalities had been identified in the report. These were Bar- 
tolome Arkista, Danilo Jaime and Cherry Marquez. A boy, named Robert 
Jaime, was also injured in the accident, according to the report. It was not 
‘lear how he was related to Danilo. 


said both sides failed to hammer Asked toelaborateonthetalks, talks and, therefore, rough-sail! 


EN 


Jeottrey Maitem, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Gowns made of recyclables 
NAUJAN, Oriental Mindoro—Evening gowns 
made of recyclable materials like plastics 
wowed the audience here on Saturday during 
the search fr the Lakambini ng Kapayapaan. 
Organized by the Army's 204th Infantry 
Brigade, the search had an essay-writing por- 
tion aside from a question-and-answer part : 
making the contest criteria 50 percent inal 
gence and 50 percent beauty. Eight public FLOATING JUNK ses sosro nino BUREN ,/| 
tt schools from different towns competed. A rusting fishing boat becomes a piece of junk on the shores of Punta Dumalag, Davao City. 
taam Gemoruspee Madonna Virola, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Investment summit in Mindoro 


e e t 
praa ennen naes Palparan offers to donate eyes if he dies. 


q 


Oriental Mindoro Investment Summit on Aprii 5-6 here. The summitis orga- - 
nized by the University of Asia and the Pacific (UAP), provincial govern- ^ By Anselmo Roque n cusations of human rights violä 
ment officials and and the Malampaya Joint Venture Partners. Bernardo Vil- — PDI Central Luzon Desk tions against him. 

legas, UAP senior vice president, said a special feature of the summit is 2 “Sabi niya okey naman daw 
the tour package of “Lakbay Mindoro” so participants can checkon thein- CABANATUAN CITY-—SHOULD i| akong makisama sa tao. Pero ang 
vestmant climate, the potential investment sites for wind, geothermal and anything happen to him, contro- X mga akusasyon ng mga militante. 
hydroelectric power plants, and possible agribusiness and infrastructure —_yersial Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan, ay mayroon daw katotohanan S 
ventus, the so-called "butcher" of poli s pamamagitan ng pagtingin at 
cal activists, wants his eyes do- sad pagkilatis sa aking mga mata (Thë 


Communist services in the countryside nated to a local eye bank. PALPARAN'S eyes representative said 1 can get 


: But would there be takers? along with people well. But she 
CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY—The New People's Army (NPA) has been provid- “Baka katakutan ng amined his eyes had said that son Ill and a group of volunteer said the accusations of the mili 
Ing services to areas not reached by the government, according to Jorge 


makakakuha ang mga mata ke these could still be useful despite eye doctors from Metro Manila, tants seemed correct, judgim 
Heals, spokesperson of tne National Democratie Frontin Mindanao. Tne Qyeyesmightstikelearintheit his imperfect vision: Pie Süd her foundation is putting up from the way ook and it showed: 
smile rebola finva provided Doat services. WS ae ur Tobe, Palparan, cur. He anounced his dicion a an eye bankin the province. through my eyes)," hesaid. — " 
proai metmoan to poopie In th countryside increase productly DY PrO- der of the Army’ 7th Infantry Di- donate his eyes when he spoke Palparan, who recently re- Palparan said the prospective 
pein rowing roof tnat It has been galning support from the people. vision in Central Luzon, said. during the anniversary celebra- ceived the military's Distinguished recipiet might reject his eyes iP 
E Grace. Aibasin, PDI Mindanao Bureau ,_ Members of militant and party- tion ‘atthe Carol Foundation here Service Star for his anti-insurgen- he or she would know that it 
d list groups have blamed Palparan on Thursday last week. cy campaign, sald he would signa came from him, Y 

Ex-cameraman stabbed dead Em emeniorastimgofkilings The foundation, which was willfor the donation ofhiseyesto But he said he was uying bt 
SNE, SANTOS GIYA fomercameiaman AnS Tenharawii «ae victirnized peal. acies Sonnet and led by Besson the foundation's eye bank. best to build another image far 
GEN Enu to death inside his sari-sari store early Monday morning. Polico n his previous assignments In an Carol de Jesus hasbeen help. Palparan also related an anec- from what was being pictured by 
Se at ale Erum was found wth wo fatal stab wounds, one ot Mindoro and Samar and in Cen. ing poor patients in Nueva Brija dote in one of the congressional the “enemies of the state” who 
Said the booy of EA mi Erum hoad was also hit with afard object. Buco! tal Luzon, where he wasassigned who are suffering from cataract, Hearings on is confirmation wanted to discredit him. jJ 
ald they were discounting robbery because the victim's cash collection starting September last year. De Jesus, who has been coordi- where a representative suggested “This time, Pm going around, 
worth P100,000 and his mobile phone were nat takon. Pairs. SS, who now wears nating her foundations activities that his eyes seemed to be not talking to people, I uy to appear ap 
"Allee Z. Zonia, PDI Mindanao Bureau eyeglasses, said a doctor who ex with Nueva Ecija Gov. Tomas Jo- telling the truth” in relation to ac- proachable and charming,” he said! 


Madonna Virola, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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INQUIRER southern Luzon 
Student leader’s family s 


By Bobby Q. Labalan 
Irosin, Sorsogon 


RIS HUGO WANTED TO BE 

a priest, but his father, SPO1 

Ciriaco Hugo, moved him 
out of the seminary, afraid that no 
‘one would carry on his name if his 
only son chose to become celibate. 
© The policeman of Irosin, Sorsogon had big 
dreams for Cris, foremost of which was to see 
him a successful family man. 

After spending two years in high school at 
the Pefiafrancia Seminary in Sorsogon City, the 
boy was transferred to the Gallanosa National 
High School (GNHS) in Irosin. 

‘After graduation, Cris wanted to enroll at 
the University of the Philippines Baguio. Again, 
his father objected, noting how UP students be- 
‘come militants and activists. 


Death 

As a dutiful son, Cris relented. This March, 
e would have been among the graduating stu- 
dents of the Bicol University’s College of Arts 
and Letters, with a degree in Bachelor of Arts, 
Major in Journalism. He would never have that 
chance of marching up the stage to receive his 
diploma. 

Cris, the eldest among three siblings and 
barely 20 years old, was gunned down on the 
night of March 19 by a lone assailant while 
walking with a professor-friend in Albay Dis- 
trict, Legazpi City. They had been discussing his 
upcoming in-company training (ICT) in Manila 
this summer. 

Cris was the regional coordinator of the mili- 
tant League of Filipino Students (LFS) and 
grand chancellor of the Alpha Phi Omega 
(APO) fraternity in BU. He was said to be the 
youngest militant leader killed in Bicol. 

; The young victim sat in the national council 
of the LFS, which has chapters in various 
prominent colleges and universities, and high 
schools across the country. 

Militant organizations allied with the stu- 
dent group pointed to the military as responsi 
ble for the death of Crs. 

His father, however, said he could not be cer- 
tain about the charge. 

“Iris not for us to speculate. Let the investi- 

{gators do their job. All that we want is justice,” 
Ciriaco told the Inquirer in the vernacular: 
7 Criss mother Rowena, a teacher at the 
GNHS, said the family had sought the help of 
ihe National Bureau of Investigation for a 
Speedy probe. 


Last meeting 

Rowena said she last saw her son on March 
17, a Friday, when he attended the parents’ 
meeting in preparation for the graduating stu- 
den? ICT. 

She recalled how Cris had wanted her to 
stay with him that day. 

Alter the meeting, she said, they went to the 
{nall and the park, and Cris even asked her if 


ACROSS THE NATION 


ROWENA and Ciriaco Hugo look at the body of their eldest child and only son, Cris, a student leader who was killed 


bya lone gunman in Legazpi City on March 19. 


she wanted to go to the movies. “It seemed that 
he didn't want me away from him,” the griev. 
ing mother said. 

"He wanted me to sleep at his boarding 
house. He asked me not to go home yet. 1 told 
him his father would be angry. But, he said, 
‘Even if Papa gets angry, he can do nothing 
about it," Rowena narrated. 


Bad news 

“The woman recalled how Cris was so excited 
about his upcoming training. "He requested me 
to buy him some clothes and shoes. I never 
thought it would be the last time that 1 would 
see him alive." 

The bad news came at around 1:30 a.m. on 


Domestic violence written off 
from village justice system 


By Juan Escandor Jr. 
Pili, Camarines Sur 


IOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

and children, which had long 

been silently accepted as a 
domestic problem, is now written 
off from the village justice system 
following the implementation of 
ihe Anti-Violence Against Women 
and their Children Act of 2004 (Re- 
public Act No. 9262). 

‘Danton Vibar, Camarines Sur director of the 
Department of the Interior and Local Govern- 
ment, said all cases relating to abuses against 
Women and children that were commonly set- 
tled at the village level because of their domes- 
tic character, were now ordered submitted to 
the regular courts for prosecution. 

Vibar warned village officials not to entertain 
complaints of this nature as they could be held 
iminally and administratively liable if they did 


so. 

" He advised them to refer these cases to high- 
ét authorities and refrain from facilitating their 
settlement because the perpetrators are rela- 
tives of the victims or the problem is considered 
domestic. 

RA 9262 has effectively written off cases of 
domestic violence from the jurisdiction of the 
village justice system. Village officials have been 
ordered to directly assist victims to file their 
complaints at the prosecutors’ office or the reg- 
ular courts, Vibar said. 


Violence 

, The law defines violence against women and. 
their children as “any actor series of acts by any 
person against the woman which result in or is 
Iikely to result in physical, sexual, psychological 
harm or suffering or economic abuse, including 
threats of such acis, battery, assault, coercion, 
harassment or arbitrary deprivation of liberty.” 


` > 


It also considers it a crime for any person 
who tries to force a woman or her child to en- 
gage in a behavior that they have the right to 
desist from. 

It prohibits persons from trying to restrict or 
restricting the freedom of movement of a wom- 
an or her child or conduct by force or threat of 
force, physical or other harm, or intimidation 
directed against the woman or her child. 

According to the law, physical violence con- 
sists of acts that cause physical injuries while 
sexual violence includes any act which is sexual 
in nature committed against a woman or her 
child, like rape, sexual harassment, acts of las- 
civiousness and treating a woman or her child 
asa sex object. 


Economic abuse 

RA 9262 has also included economic abuse 
in the crime of violence against women and 
children. 

Among the acıs considered economic abuse 
are withdrawal of financial support, preventing 
the woman from engaging in legitimate profes- 
sion or activity deprivation or threat of depriva- 
tion of financial resources, destroying house- 
hold property, and controlling the victims own 
money or property. 

Even stalking, damage to property, repeated 
verbal abuse, and marital infidelity are now 
considered crimes of violence against women 
and children under psychological abuse, which 
RA 9262 defines as "acts or omissions causing 
or likely to cause mental or emotional suffer- 
ing" 

Domingo Briones, provincial president of the. 
Liga ng mga Barangay, said the government had 
already directed all village officials to comply 
with the implementation requirements of the 
law. 

An orientation seminar was also held recent- 
y regarding the implementing rules. 

The village chief or council member is autho- 
rized to intervene to prevent the perpetrator of 
violence from harming the victim, Briones said. 


THE Bicol University 
‘community also. 
demands justice for 
its murdered student. 


€22 


Ber 


Organized by: 
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March 20 through a phone call from Rowena's 
sister-in-law, whose brother works as a doctor 
at the Bicol Regional Teaching and Training 
Hospital. 

Her in-law informed them that Cris was at 
the hospital with bullet wounds. The family 
was never told that he was already dead. 

The trip to the hospital, 86 kilometers away 
from Irosin, seemed an eternity for the Hugos. 
When they finally arrived, they saw Criss 
younger sister Cerielene crying beside his body. 

‘According to the NBI autopsy report, Cris 
had two bullet wounds in the breast and anoth- 
er near the armpit, inflicted by a 45 cal. pistol. 

Rowena said she never thought her son 
‘would ever meet a violent death. 

Cris had been a friendly and jolly person 
since he was a child. He had no known enemy, 
not even a death threat. 

But being vigilant was a trait that he had 
shown even when he was still in high school, 


BA 
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eeks justice 


his mother said. 

Rowena recalled an incident when Cris initi- 
ated a rally complete with placards, at the 
GNHS to protest a school policy that he be- 
lieved was not to the best interest of the stu- 
dents. 

He would never keep silent on something he 
thought was wrong, she said. 


Happy moments 

His former classmates at the seminary, Al- 
bert Lee and Rommel Gacias, recalled happy 
moments with Cris. They described him as very 
supportive and good in class. 

His vigilance and assertiveness were two 
characteristics that Cris nurtured even when he 
‘was already in college. Because of these, he fig- 
tured in numerous antigovemment rallies and 
demonstrations. 

Ciriaco admitted that he had knowledge of 
his son's involvement in progressive organiza- 
tions and he would always remind him to stop 
mingling with them. 

‘Once, the father related, he was summoned 
by Supt. Edgar Chavez, intelligence chief of the 
provincial police, regarding his son’ activities. 

‘At the time, Cris was at their home in Baran- 
gay San Juan, so he tagged him along and pre- 
sented him to his superiors. 


Campus leader 

That encounter didn't seem to discourage 
Cris from continuing his work with the progres- 
sive organizations. He continued to join rallies 
in Albay. 

His classmates said that indeed Cris was one 
of the most vocal student leaders on the cam- 
pus, but they never saw anything wrong with 
his activities 

Dan Orense, Criss mentor and fraternity 
brother, described him as a “college student na 
parang Grade 6” (a college student who looked 
like a Grade 6 pupil). 

“Cris is a kind person, a typical homegrown 
person, but he was deep,” he said. 

"It was all brought about by his deep convic- 
tion for justice and for what is right, and per- 
haps, those who were behind his death saw in 
him the potentials of a leader who could ignite 
others into taking action against those in pow- 
ex. a close friend, who requested anonymity, 
said 

The BU community, the LFS, the APO; the 
Justice for Cris Movement, the Hugo family 
‘and the entire community would be one in de- 
manding justice for Cris when he is laid to rest 
tomorrow. 
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to free speech, 
GMA tells cops 


By Christine O. Avendaño 


SILANG, CAVITE—PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL- 
Arroyo told new police graduates yesterday 
that they have no right to free speech and 
warned them against joining groups out to re- 
move her from power. 

Asin last week’s graduation rites at the Philip- 
pine Military Academy, Ms Arroyo employed the 
‘same carrot-and-stick approach in her speech yes- 


them housing and other benefits and waming 
they would be punished for disloyalty. 

Talking about the need for discipline, Ms Ar- 
royo recited a couple of lines from the classic “The 
Charge of the Light Brigade”: “But theirs is not to 
reason why/ theirs is butto do or die,” 

‘The Supreme Court has ruled that "if you have 
a right to hold guns, you surrender your right to 
free speech,” the President said. "That is what ig 
meant by discipline of uniformed services” * 


TOP OF THE CLASS. President Macapagal-Arroyo congratulates Cadet first class Benjamin Balai 


terday to this years 177 graduates of the Philip- 
valedictorian, during yesterday's graduation of the Philippine National Police Academy in Silang, 


She said she was elated by PNPA Class 2006 
pine National Police Academy here, promising 


valedictorian Cdt. 1st Class Benjamin Balais 
speech, which dwelt on the need for police offi- 
cers to "reserve the sanctity of the chain of com- 
mand and to stick to their mandate as publie safe- 
ty officers.” 

“Therefore, be wary of vested interests behind 
seemingly attractive promises of reforms but actu- 
ally, they put to great risk the future of the nation,” 
the President said. 


Uniformed adventurism 

Ms Arroyo wamed that any more coup at- 
tempts or “uniformed adventurism” would have 
severe repercussions on the economy, “and as T 
said last week, we cannot keep sweeping disloyal- 
ty under the rug” 

Saying that a bright future awaited the gradu- 
ates, Ms Arroyo said policemen stand to benefit 
from a recent P1,000-increase in monthly al- 
lowances given to all government employees as 
‘well as from a government housing project. 

She said she has asked Interior and Local Gov- 
ermment Secretary Ronaldo Puno to inspect police 
camps throughout the country to see if portions of 
the land could be used for housing. 

She said policemen, prison wardens and 
guards, fire inspectors and fire officers will benefit 
om a 1,600-hectare housing project in San 
Miguel, Bulacan. 

Located in Silang, Cavite, the Philippine Na- 
tional Police Academy is the country s premier ed- 
ucational and training institution for policemen. It 
provides a four-year program for future officers of 
the PNP Bureau of Fire Protection, and Bureau of 
Jail Management and Penology. 

"The PNPA was created in 1977 by Presidential 
Decree No. 1184, also known as the Integrated 
National Police Personnel Professionalization Law. 
Te was first located in Fort Bonifacio and its first 
batch of graduates consisted of 50 cadets. During 
the last academic year, PNPA had around 900 
cadets training at Camp Castañeda in Cavite, the 
academy's home since 1994. 

Tt was elevated to a state university in 1981, 
making its cadets full government scholars. They 
receive allowances and a monthly pay of 
P1219. 

PNPA started admitting female cadets in 
1993. With a report from Cyril L. Bonabente, 
PDIResearch 


Children sired 
by Japanese pa 
get citizenship 


‘TOKYO—A Japanese court in a landmark judge- 
ment ruled Wednesday that a law which refuses 
nationality to children of unmarried Japanese 
men and foreign women is unconstitutional. 

"The law refuses nationality to children born to 
an unmarried foreign mother and Japanese fa- 
ther unless the father recognizes the child as his 
before the birth. 

Japan, which has thousands of foreign female 
entertainers from the Philippines and elsewhere, 
is believed to have hundreds such illegitimate 
children. Judge Hiroyuki Kanno of the Tokyo 
District Court was hearing a suit brought on be- 
half of nine children of Japanese fathers and Fil- 
ipina mothers. He said it was unconstitutional 
not to grant nationality to a child by reason “of 
their parents illegitimate marital status.” The 
same court earlier ruled that a Japanese Filipino 
boy should be given nationality but a higher 
court overtumed the ruling. "The higher court 
wouldn't be able to reverse today's judgement 
unless it has some substantial reason to explain 
to do so,” said Hironori Kondo, one of the 
lawyers representing the plaintiffs. APP 
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14 cops in businessman's One-stop shops 
for mall inventory 


accidental shooting face raps sse  .———— 


by customs appraisers, lawyers 
THE BUREAU OF CUSTOMS and personnel. During the 
By Luige A. del Puerto probable causeto believe that the The policemen earlier received terino, PO2 Ruben Mission and would be setting up makeshift hearings, the tenants are ex- 
-> Suspects pose an imminent dan- information that thecarhadbeen P0O2 Michael Lescano. € shops” at the 168 pected to explain where they 
LESS THAN A MONTH AFTER  gerof death to the police orother sighted on Lanuza Street near The DIDM had found "proba, fps Se Piada, obtained their imported goods 
Policemen shot and wounded a persons, and use of firearms does Valle Verde in Pasig Ciy, Tas ble caet to fite sumar ND eet DA coal and whether or not they paid 
Polbemenam by mistake in Pasig not create danger to the publie went to the scene, took upstrate- hearing proceedings against ae een oa m amendat 
Ci Philippine National Police that outweighs the likely benefits gic positions in the area, but shot offices ee darmo ee ee ee Day tnt; RIS TOnLESDS 
Gee Direkor General Arturo of its use. The nature of damage the wrong car, a Toyota Vios driv. mobile units, according Ele. The “Witt the establish 7e 
lomibao has approved the filing sustained by the car of the busi- en by Clareto. TMG officers later use offorces was unnecessary be- ene one-stor oange of The BOC would set up the 
offormalchargesagainstthem.  nessman, Randolph Clareto, indi- admitted their mistake, and said causethecarsoccupantwas“un- {he Si no nger be the items one-stop shops on each floor of 
oaa cafeer of the Traffic cates the use of excessive force, they thought it was the same car. armed,” he added. —€— longer be brought tothe mall as soon as Morales re- 
Management Group (TMG) now endangering the lives ‘of innocent Both cars had a silver color. a yas ‘warehouses but leases the memorandum order 
face charges of “less serious ne- people to the prejudice of the __ Their superiors also quoted the Separate charge could remain in the mall oe the guidelines for 
glect of duty” for allegedly violat- public, Director Marcelo Ele said TMG cops as saying that Clareto Apart from facing charges for oe g he eedem of their opera- 
ing Rule 8 of police operational ina statement yesterday. Tid nce op when they flagged violating the PNPs operational y,,°stcon” Morales said he at 
procedures. On top of this, seven ae him down, prompting them to procedures, Ele also recommen poles Morales aat de OO eer Fee 
Of the 14 face charges of grave Investigation hoot him. Clareto drove himself ed a separate charge of “grave by tenants, mua ei dud d 
Düscenduct while a police inves- _ LomibaoearlertaskedElesof- to the hospital after he was misconduct” against Aresta, Sali- — DD. bureau inven fast-track saree ee goods at 
tigative body has recommended fice, the Directorate for Investiga- wounded in the leg and shoulder. nas, Abiad, Martin, Atanacio, eese ie aie bee as- .the mall, which has about 800 
Wt three of the officers be sus- tion and Detective Management, The officers charged with less Naprato and Pedregoza for ak “gree dece m S com and Mii 
pended for 90 days. to investigate the March 7 inci- serious neglect of duty were PO2 leged “reckless imprudence re- e x. sepul Sed s "E re s" oes e 
dent. Mario Aresta, PO2 Renato Sali- sultingindamageto property” toms officials would be at the mall 24 hours a day to tss 
Procedure ‘That night, officers from the mas, POL Jeffrey Abiad, POL He also recommended that n nt that the tenants would not 
Rule 8 of the police operational TMG were looking for the occu. Joseph Martin, P03 Jerry Atana- Aresta, Salinas and Abiad be PG. herrings v ce eed meee ee * 
procedure states: "Moving vehi- pants of a Toyota Alis who had cio, POI Raxciel Naprato, TO] placed on a 90-day preventive fOr he hearings o teen a hani spiedo led the 168 
Pies may not be fired upon solely allegedly shor itout with another Reynaldo Pedregoza,  SPO2. Suspenso. The tro also face ee te wan CE ust wives n bui the 
o disable them. The driver oroc- group of policemen in Cubao, Jaimede Guzman, PO2 Marcelino Charges of “conducting operation, Porro phelps) Reis y he Pt Viii 
cupantofa moving vehicle may Quezon City less than an hour lo, P02 Arthur Olosan, PO2 without authority” as well as Paine ed di eid ssociation for unair 
be fired upon if the police has earlier. Delgado, P02 Norman In- charges of “physical injuries.” lorales said yesterday. trade practices. 
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Navotas factory 
mishap downs 
7 persons 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


A FACTORY WORKER SUFFERED 
severe burns while six persons were hos- 
pitalized when a tank containing ammo- 
nia blew a valve in a big ice factory at the 
Navotas Fish Port Complex yesterday 
morning. 

Vicente Marituan 36, an employee of 
the Fish Port Ice Plant Inc., was fixing the 
valve when it burst, releasing a “large 
quantity of ammonia," a police investiga- 
tor said. Marituan suffered severe burns 
in his arms, legs and groin while five oth- 
ers complained of tightness in the chest 
and shortness of breath after they in- 
haled the chemical. A man who lived 
near the plant was brought to the Tondo 
Medical Center after he experienced the 
same symptoms. 


Man gets life for shabu 
AMAN will spend a lifetime in prison for sell- 
ing 0.04 gram of metamphetamine hydrochlo- 
ride or shabu worth P200. The Pasig City Re- 
ional Tal Court Branch 164 has sentenced 
Arsenio Cortez to life imprisonment after find- 
ing him guilty of seling shabu during a buy- 
bust operation in 2003. Judge Librado Correa 
also ordered Cortez, a resident of Flores 
‘Street, Pateros, to pay a fine of P500,000. 
Court records said polle conducted a buy- 
bust operation on Oct. 26, 2003 after receiving 
information about Cortez alleged peddling of 
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Manny a no-show 
again in courtroom ; 


By Dj Yap 


BEFORE HE MEETS MEXICAN OSCAR 
Larios in a boxing match this July, Manny 
Pacquiao should first face his legal bout, 
said Joanna Rose Bacosa, his alleged for- 
mer girlfriend and mother of a two-year- 
old boy she claims is the boxing champ's 
son. "I hope he'll be man enough to face. 
us before his next fight," Bacosa said. 

Pacquiao was again a no-show at yes- 
terday's hearing at the Quezon City Re- 
gional Trial Court where Bacosa has filed 
charges of violating the law protecting 
women and children from violence 
against him. 

Bacosa’s lawyer, Victor Rodriguez, 
said, “Ordinarily, a person who is inno- 
cent is eager to face his accuser. But if 
he's guilty, then he will exhaust all legal 


ETROBRIEFS 

‘shabu in Barangay Buting, Pasig City. Cortez, 
however, claimed that the police had framed 
him But the cort found mer n the testi- 
monies ofthe polce operatives. "Between the 
positive testimonies ofthe arresting officers 
Bn the denial of the accused, postive testi- 
monies of the former prevail” Correa said in 
his decision. ‘Edson C. Tandoc Jr 


QC guidebook out soon 

COMING soon: A guidebook featuring Que- 
zon City’s charms to direct local and foreign 
tourists to its famous spots and landmarks. 

Quezon City Mayor Feliciano Belmonte Jr. 


remedies to avoid a meeting." 

Bacosa, who has accused Pacquiao of 
refusing to support their child and even 
threatening to have the boy kidnapped if 
she went to the courts, submitted her re- 
ply to Pacquiao's counteraffidavit yester- 
day. The boxer earlier denied Bacosa's 
charges but neither confirmed nor de- 
nied having an affair with her. He has 
avoided meeting his accuser and their al- 
leged son in previous hearings. 

In her reply, Bacosa said Pacquiao's de- 
nial of having engaged in a romantic re- 
lationship with her ran counter to his 
claim that he had given sufficient sup- 
port to the child. 

If the boxer did not believe the boy 
was his child, then it was strange that he 
should give financial support to them, 
she pointed out. 


has directed the local Cultural and Tourism 
Affairs Office to prepare a “Tourist Guide to 
QC." Belmonte asked his special assistant 
‘and CTAO officer-in-charge Victoria Loanzon 
to take charge of compiling materials for the 
publication. Under the mayor's proposal, the. 
guidebook will feature the city's popular des- 
tinations like cultural and historical spots, as. 
well as malls, hotels, schools and hospitals. 
It will include pictures, maps, telephone 
‘numbers and other information. Belmonte. 
said the publication of the tourist guide 
‘would be a joint effort between the city gov- 
‘emment and the private sector. DJ Yap 
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RIZAL High School valedictorian Mary Katherine Macalalad offers her 14 medals to 


her mother, Loreta, whom she called her 


Valedictorian's 


"major inspiration." SOXELIOTON: 


14 medals 


offered to hardworking mom 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


ALTHOUGH IT WAS THEIR CHILDREN 
who were the stars of the day, it was the 
parents who received all the accolades at 
yesterday's graduation rites at the Rizal 
High School in Pasig City, one of the 
biggest schools in the country. The class 
valedictorian, Mary Katherina Macalal- 
ad, led the other graduates in thanking 
their parents as she pulled her mother, 


Loreta, onstage to give her the 14 medals 
she received. “I owe her all that 1 have. 
These medals are my achievements but 
without her efforts and guidance, these 
will not be possible,” said the 16-year- 
old girl, who had topped her class with a 
general average of 94.21 percent. 
‘Among the medals she received were 
from President Macapagal-Arroyo, Sena- 
tors Franklin Drilon and Francis Pangili- 
nan, and Pasig Mayor Vicente Eusebio. 


“Isa classic scene: the winner is announced he looks around 
for a few seconds, then it finally sinks in..."Ies me!” March 


16, 2006, a man stood with pride and tears, as the most 
‘outstanding mason in the country 


Sergio A. Barliso was among 91 nominces from civic and 
professional organizations, LGUs, and NGOs, who competed 
forthe first Holcim ‘galing Mason Award. Sired by Holcim 
Philippines, Inc. and intended as a tribute to Filipino masons, 
the annual Holcim “galing Mason Award searches nationwide 
foe the mason who not only excels in masonry skills but also 
‘may become a living inspiration to his fellow masons, as a 
professional member of the construction industry and model 
citizen with a strong sense of family. 


“The Holcim ‘galing Mason Award is one of the elements of 
the Holcim ‘galing Mason Program, which is designed to 
provide subsidized training in environment safety and work 
ethics, and skills enhancement worthy of certification by the 
TESDA. Ultimately, the program aims to enhance the skills 
and image of Filipino masons, giving them that competitive 
edge for sustainable opportunities. The competition is 
implemented by Holcim Philippines in partnership with 
TESDA, NUBCW, and the PCA. 


‘The 91 nominees were judged by regional selection 
committees on the basis of self-development and training, 
‘work values, iade skills, and sense of family and community 
On the national level, regional winners were judged anew, 
which now included skills demonstration and interview. 


Sergio represented Region 7. The other regional winners 
‘were: Region 1 - Tony P.Nisperos, Region - 2 Armando T. 
Guillermo, Region 3 - Fred M. Rivera, Region 4 - Normer 
M. Quinita, Region 5 - Sonny L. Grocilla, Region 6 - Danilo 
B. Subigca, Region 8 - Belden O. Guibao, Region 9 - Danny 
Jose B. Bud-oy, Region 10 - Rolando M. Suguing, Region 
11 - Samuel L. Lavina, Region 12 - Nestor G. Balolo, Jr, 
Region 13 - Rolando A. Sanipa, CAR - Eduardo E. llena, 
NCR - Eduardo B. Pabili, and ARMM - Akhiron H. Awalon. 


Sergio grew up with masonry. He recalls his father bringing 
him every summer to project sites when he was in high 
school. Masonry is what put him, his sisters, and a brother 
through school and kept food on the table. By the time he 
got into college, he had wanted to work towards a carcer in 
construction as a civil engineer. However, because the NCEE 
posed a challenge, he instead finished Associate in Marine 


M 


The first Holcim ‘galing Mason dwartiee, Sergio Barliso - gracious 
in viery 


Engineering at the University of Cebu. 


Still holding on to his dream, he continued looking for 
‘opportunites to improve his skills in painting, carpentry, 
plumbing, and masonry, by agreeing to help build structures 
for piggeries in exchange for free training. 


Having a family of his own, Sergio shares how he used to 
spend earnings from construction projects on vices and how 
this affected his relationship with bis wife Luz and his two 
‘daughters Christine (12 yrs old) and May Flor (4 yrs old). 
Only when he found the Lord by joining the Couples for 
Christ did his life get on a more peaceful path. Sergio is 
now president of the Parents-Teachers Association of his 
children's school and is active in the construction of houses 
for Gawad Kalinga. As PTA president, he enjoins everyone. 
to pool materials and he volunteers his services to build or 
repair school facilities. 


“Noong nanalo ako, para akong nasa NBA, yung pagtaas ng 
mga kamay nila kapag nanalo.” ("When I was declared the 
winner, | feli like I was at the NBA, raising my arms like the 
players of the winning team do.") Sergio didn't expect to 
win. Before ho le for Manila to compete, he brought his 
wife and daughters to pray to the Sto. Nino, “Ikaw na ang. 
bahala sa akin, Lord.” ("I leave it all to you, Lord") His 
youngest daughter threw in a prayer of her own: "Lord, 
tulungan mo si papa ko manalo sa wowowee.” ("Lord please 


Finalists represented all 16 regions ofthe comry Sergio Baro s at extreme right, front row. 
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Precious gifts 
from BOC 


GOOD NEWS FOR 
the Department of 
Social Welfare and 
Development 
and the 
Philippine National 
Red Cross (PNRC). 
The Bureau 
Customs will 


of 
soon 


donate confiscated 


motor vehicles and 
seized shipments of 
used clothes to the 
two agencies. 
T bumped into Customs Commissioner 
Napoleon Morales yesterday. He told me he 


! had a meeting earlier in the day with DSWD 


Paul O'Callaghan expresses the commuoment of Holcim to build 
foundations for society's future 


help my papa win in wowowee.”) His wife hardly slept 
‘when he called to tell her he made it. 


Sergio takes pride in a technique he has developed in tiling. 
According to him, he has been asked to teach his technique. 
Not one to impose his style, he observes how others do 
tiling, end then shows them his way. He leaves it up to them 
to decide which technique to use. 


He would like to see the country with the smoothest roads. 
"Gusto ko gumawa ng kalsada na makins para pagdating ng 
mga turista, maganda ang madadsanan nila.” (“I would like 
to help build smooth roads for tourists to experience smooth 
travel”) 


His winning the Holcim ‘galing Mason Award may open 
doors to employment abroad, but the mere mention of this 
possibility makes him start crying. Between sobs, he said 
that he would rather work here on whatever jobs he can get, 
than be miles away from his wife and daughters. He recalls | 
how, years ago, his daughter overheard him praying, “Lord, 
tulungan mo ako maghanap ng tmbaho abroad.” ("Lord, help 
me find a job sbroad.") Immediately, bis daughter prayed 
beside him, “Lord, huwag na lang." (Lord, please don't") 


Sergio is a man of humble ambition - “mapag-aral ko yung 
mga anak ko, mapakita sa panginoon na maganda yung 
nagawa ko sa asawa at anak ko." ("Put my children through 
school, and be able to show the Lord how well I have treated 
my wife and children") 


When asked what he would like to share with his fellow 
masons, Sergio says, “Husayin ang trabaho. Kung sa lotto 
nanalo ka dahil sa swerte, ang pinakamagaling yung nanalo- 
Ka dahil sa sikap mo, at dahil sa pagdasal sa Panginoon. Yan 
ang mas magandang panalo.” ("Do the work well. Winning 
in lotto is sheer luck; what is more meaningful is to- win 
through hard work, and because you asked the Lord for 
guidance.") 


Holeim Philippines Chief Operating Officer, Mr. Paul 
O'Callaghan, and Las Pinas City Congresswoman Cynthi 
Villar awarded the trophy, plaques, and cash prizes to the 
national and regional winners. On March 18, Sergio was 
further honored when he was presented before the foreign 
delegates to the International Federation of Asia and Western 
Pacific Constructors Association (IFAWPCA) Second General 
Assembly at the Harbour Garden, Westin Philippine Plaza. 
In introducing Sergio, Mr. Manolito Madrasto, Secretary 
General of IFAWPCA and Executive Director the Philippine 
Constructors Association, acknowledged that this is the very 
first time such a recognition for masons is being awarded. 


officials and he decided the department 
needed motor vehicles and a big stock of used 
clothes for disaster victims. 

1 suggested he also donate some vehicles 
and also used clothes to the PNRC that is do- 
ing a great job of helping disaster victims. 
Morales said he would 

Morales told me nonperforming cus- 
toms collectors are being replaced in their 


; posts by new ones who can do a better job 


of revenue collection. 

He said the following collectors were 
about to be replaced, if they haven't been 
replaced yet: Edward Baltazar of San Fer- 
nando Port, Carlos So of the Port of Manila, 
Lourdes Mangaoang of Cebu Port, William 
Reyes of Surigao Port, Roberto Sacramen- 
to of Cagayan de Oro, John Tan of Davao, 
and Ronnie Silvestre of Clark. 

So has been reassigned to the Office of 
the Commissioner. 

The other nonperformers will soon be 
replaced, Morales said. 

1 asked the customs chief why Man- 
gaoang, who had a collection deficit of 7.8 
percent from the January-March 23 peri- 
od, continues to hold her post. Morales re- 
fused to comment. 

Mangaoang's continued stay at the Cebu 
Port, despite her inefficiency, has caused 
demoralization in the bureau. 

One customs source said the petite Man- 
gaoang has caught the fancy of a Depart- 
ment of Finance official. The customs bu- 
reau is under the Department of Finance. 

Is Insp. Elmer Santiago of the National 
Capital Region Police Office (NCRPO) a pro- 
tector ora porch-climber? 

Esther Inciong said Santiago and his men 
cleaned out her house in Taguig of appliances 
when they raided the place. 

The appliances included a laptop, a dining 
table made of narra, an electric stove, a casse- 
role, a shower heater and a jewelry-making 
machine. 

Santiago and his men didn't have a war- 
rant when they entered the house. Ms In- 
ciong said she doesn’t have any criminal case. 
She said she wasn't involved in any crime, ei- 
ther. 

Santiago, a graduate of the Philippine Na- 
tional Police Academy (PNPA), is not a mem- 
ber of any police operating unit. 

He is with the regional headquarters sup- 
port group (RHSG), a unit where problem 
cops are assigned. 

Santiago's PNPA classmates are already 
chief inspectors (major) and superintendents 
(lieutenant colonel), while he's still at the 
bottom of the officers’ ladder. 1 was told the 
reason for this is that he's a scalawag, 

Then why is he still in the service? 
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Bush's chief of staff 
Andrew Card resigns 


WASHINGTON—PRESIDENT GEORGE 
W. Bush, under the pressure of a popu- 
larity slump, rang in the first major ad- 
ministration change of his second term 
on Tuesday after his trusted chief of 
staff, Andrew Card, resigned. 

Card, 58, is one of the longest-serving 
White House chiefs of staff ever and fa- 
mously whispered to Bush on the moming 
of Sept. 11, 2001 that New York had been 
attacked with hijacked planes. 

He will be replaced by another admin- 
istration insider, White House budget 
chief Joshua Bolten, Bush said. 

Bush has come under intense pressure 
in recent weeks from his Republican Party 
to shake up the administration, with the 
US public increasingly opposed to the Iraq 
‘war, angry at the slow response to Hurri- 
cane Katrina and wary after a White 
House scandal over the leaking of a CIA 


agents identity to the media. 

“Earlier this month, Andy Card came to 
me and raised the possibilty of stepping 
down as chief of staff," Bush said. 

“after five and a half years, he thought 
it might be time to retum to private life. 
This past weekend, I accepted Andy's res- 
ignation,” Bush said, with Card and 
Bolten at his side. 

Card is the most important change to 
his administration since the start of the 
presidents second term in January 2005. 

In early March Gale Norton, Bush's con- 
troversial Interior Secretary, announced 
her departure from the cabinet, saying she 
‘wanted to return to the private sector. Her 
replacement has not been announced. 

‘Opposition Democrats decried Cards 
departure Tuesday as presidential tinker- 
ing when, they said, major surgery was re- 
quired. 
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Protests in France turn violent 


PARIS—FRANCE WAS RACKED BY 
strikes and demonstrations that turned 
violent on Tuesday, the latest act in a na- 

iomwide political and social drama 
aimed at forcing the government to re- 
scind a new youth labor law. 

A 36-hour strike, which began Monday 
might, set the stage for demonstrations in 
more than 250 towns and cities across the 
country that brought more than a million. 
people into the streets, according to the 
police. Some of the labor unions put the 
figure much higher—at close to 3 mil- 
lion. 

The worst violence occurred in the 
heart of Paris as the demonstrations were 
winding down and groups of youths con- 
fronted riot police. One police officer was 
reported seriously injured when a large 
firecracker thrown by protesters explod- 
ed in his face. Police eventually turned to 
tear gas and water cannon to clear the 
protesters away. 


AFP ^ The turnout was the largest since 


Jesus’ image 
of crucifixion 
may be wrong, 
says study 


PARIS—THE IMAGE OF THE CRUCIFIXION, 
one of the most powerful emblems of Chris- 
tianity, may be quite erroneous, according to 
a study which says there is no evidence to 
prove Jesus was crucified in this manner. 

‘Around the worl, in churches, on the walls of 
Christian homes, on crucifixes wom as pendants, 
in innumerable books, paintings and movies, Je- 
sus Christ is seen nailed to the cross by his hands 
and feet, with his head upwards and arms out- 
stretched. 

Bur a paper published by Britain's prestigious 
Royal Society of Medicine (RSM) says this image 
has never been substantiated in fact. 

‘Christ could have been crucified in any one of 
many ways, all of which would have affected the 
causes of his death, it says. 

"The evidence available demonstrates that 
people were crucified in different postures and af- 
fixed to crosses using a variety of means,” said one 
of the authors, Piers Mitchell of Imperial College 
London. 

"Victims were not necessarily positioned head 
upand nailed through the feet from front to back, 
as is the imagery in Christian churches.” The au- 
thors do not express any doubt on the act of Jesus’ 
crucifixion itself. But they note that the few eye- 
"witness descriptions available today of crucifix- 
ions in the Ist century AD show the Romans had à 
broad and cruel imagination. 

‘Their crucifixion methods probably evolved 
over time and depended on the social status of the 
victim and on the crime he allegedly committed, 
says the paper in Aprils issue of the RSM journal. 

The cross could be erected "in any one of a 
range of orientations,” with the victim sometimes 
head-up, sometimes head-down or in different 
postures. 

Sometimes he was nailed to the cross by his 
genitals, sometimes the hands and feet were at- 
tached to the side ofthe cross and nox the front, or 
affixed with cords rather than nails. 

"If crucified head-up, the victim's weight may 
also have been supported on a small seat. This 
was believed to prolong the time it took a man to 
die," says the study, co-authored by Matthew 
Masien, alo of Imperial College London's 
medicine faculty. 

Crucifixion was widely practiced by the Ro- 


» 


protests against the new law began last 
month, gradually backing Prime Minister 
Dominique de Villepin into a corner. 
Frances students and unions are de- 
manding that he rescind the law, which 
he pushed through parliament without 
consulting the public. 

The law is intended to encourage the 
hiring of people under 26 by allowing 
employers to dismiss them without cause 
within two years. 

“Its historic," said Bernard Thibault, 
the leader of the giant left-wing CGT 
workers’ union, of the turnout. He added, 
“For us there is just one outcome and that 
is withdrawal of this reform.” 

‘The strikes that formed the backdrop to 
the protests disrupted aspects of daily life 
from transportation to services. Many of 
the county's universities, schools, post of- 
fices, banks, government offices, shops and 
unemployment bureaus were closed or at 
least worked more slowly than usual. 

The Eiffel Tower was closed. French 


newspapers were printed but not dis- . 
tributed. Mail was not delivered. The 
state-run all-news radio station, France- 
Info, aired only music. The Paris National 
Opera even canceled its ballet perfor 
mances Tuesday evening. 

Still it was a strike of half-measures. In 
Paris, 70 percent of the subways and bus- 
es were running normally. So were two- 
thirds of the high-speed TGV trains and 
half the other train services throughout 
the country. A third of fights from French 
airports were canceled, but most were 
domestic routes. 

Strikes and demonstrations are part of 
the fabric of French society But this 
protest movement, which began three 
‘weeks ago, is crucial for two reasons. The 
political stakes are high; De Villepin's 
presidential hopes hang in the balance as 
do the current governments ability to 
make serious changes to the country's so- 
cial welfaresystem. New York Times ^ 
News Service 


GO NEGOSYO. 
GO MICRONEGOSYO! 


Joey Concepcion IIl 
RFM Corporation 


Presidential Consultant for Entrepreneurship 


Founder of Go Negosyo 


Makibahagi sa Go Negosyo MicroNegosyo Fair na gaganapin sa Philippine Army Gym, 
Lawton Avenue corner Bayani Road, Fort Bonifacio sa March 31 at April 1, 2006 


mans to punish criminals and rebels, but if the mula 9am hanggang 6pm. 
empire ever circulated instructions for the soldiers 


Sree ea cut ie pütacaié apis frm Inu Tulad nina Joey Concepcion at Socorro Ramos, mga leading advocates ng Go Negosyo na minsan ay nangarap na umasenso at gumawa 


vived today. AFP 


US students join 
immigration protest 


LOS ANGELES—THOUSANDS OF HIGH 
school pupils across the United States boy- 
cotted classes for the third straight day Tues- 
day, hoping to derail a proposed law that 
would criminalize millions of illegal immi- 
grants. 

‘Mainly Hispanic students in California, Nevada. 
and Texas walked out of classes in a snowballing 
protest against proposed law reforms that have 
sparked fear and anger among US Hispanics, now 
the largest US minority group. 

‘Around 11,000 students in the Los Angeles 
area took part in the walkout, school officials said. 

“Is smaller than yesterday” said Monica Cara- 
zo of the Los Angeles Unified School District. The 
fresh boycott came a day after more than 36,000 
students stormed out of class and marched on 
streets and freeways across the Los Angeles area 
to protest the immigration bill adopted by the US 
House of Representatives. 

Scores of schools across the second largest US 
city Tuesday were put under a strict lockdown to 
avoid mass walkouts, but students defied the ban 
and even the rare event of rain did not prevent 
hundreds of them from taking to the street. 

One group of about 200 massed in the citys 
San Pedro area and began marching along rain- 
swept roads early Tuesday, despite wamings that 
disciplinary action could be taken against them 
for skipping school. 

LAUSD chief Roy Romer warned students that 
starting Wednesday they would be treated as tru- 
ants if they did not tum up for dass or if they 
walked out. = APP 


ng paraan para makamit ang tagumpay, kayang-kaya mo rin abutin ang iyong mga 


mithiin. Basta sapat na kaalaman, sipag, dedikasyon 


at pagmamahal sa trabaho ang iyong puhunan, tiyak na uunlad din ang iyong munting pinaghirapan! Makilahok na sa Go Negosyo 


MicroNegosyo Fair at alamin ang sari-saring paraan kung paano umasenso! 
March 31, Friday 


RIBBON CUTTING (Gen. Generoso Senga with Mrs. Senga” » Lt. Gen. Hermogenes Esperon, Jr, with 
Mrs. Esperon. » Vice Admiral Mateo Mayuga with Mrs. Mayuga” « Lt. Gen. Jose Reyes with Mrs. Reyes" 
Payer Sigfrido Tinga with Mrs. Tinga” = Mr. Jose Na. Concepcion Ili with Mrs. Marissa Concepcion 
1 e Viene Tan < Ms. Maricel Laxa + NATIONAL ANTHEM » INVOCATION + GO NEGOSYO MUSIC 
VIDEO - FEU GO NEGOSYO DANCERS - OPENING REMARKS (Jose Ma. Concepcion Il) BUSINESSMAN 
MANIC MANAOG {Leo Martinez) » INTRODUCTION OF PROGRAM AND INTERACTIVE SESSIONS (Carelle 
Mangslia) - FORUM 1: "MICRONEGOSYO, KAPANGYARIHAN NG KABABAIHAN” [Moderator - Karen 
Davila « Panelists: Coney Reyes" - Cory Quirino" + Myla Villanueva (MDI Group Holdings, Inc.) - Myrna 
Yao (NCREW) * Cheese Ledesma (The Big Chill) » Jeanne Bañez (Balut Eggspress) « Florita Banayat 
(oni Airforce Officers’ Ladies" Club] » Merle Alferez (MSA)] « TESTIMONY: "ANG BALANSYADONG 
BUHAY: PAMILYA'T NEGOSYO" (Maricel Laxa) » FORUM 2: "POSIBLENG NEGOSYO, ANONG BABAGAY 
SA YO?» [moderator - Karen Davila « Panelists: Les Reyes (Reyes Haircutters) « Richie Cuna (Fiorgelato) 
SACR Juan (Figaro) » Rowena Villegas (Wynski) = Kari Tan (PAGASA) « Agnes Car (Women Inventors 
Assochation of the Phils, Inc.] - GAME SHOW WITH SMALL BUSINESSES AS PRIZES (Arnel Ignacio”) 
T'NAKATANG NONOY: ISANG TULA HANDOG SA KABABAIHAN (Ony Carcamo) + FORUM 3: "PERANG 
PANG-NEGOSYO, SAAN KA NGA BA TATAKBO?” [Moderator - Cherry Mercado - Panelists: AFPMBAI 
(Wa. Corazon Dabao, Head, Public Relations Department) + NLSF (c/o Dennis Hamto) « People's Credit. 
Shd Finance Corporation (Jessica Barrun, Asst. Vice President for NCR and Region 4) « Bayan Foundation 
Noel Camacho, Client Services Group)  BPI Family Savings Bank (Ma. Teresa Reyes, Market Head 
for SMEJ = First Macro Bank (Rafael Serrano, Project Manager for Micro Finance) « PSBank (Derick 
Rasalan, Branch Head of PSBank Bonifacio Global City) « Phil. Youth Business Foundation (John Walter 
Baybay}'] - TESTIMONY: "PAGNENEGOSYO KASAMA ANG KAPUSO'T KAPAMILYA” (Anthony Pangilinan) 
STALK- "KALAYAAN SA KAKAPUSAN” (Francisco Colayco) « FORUM 4: “RADYO NEGOSYO: MGA 
PAYO AT GABAY SA TAGUMPAY” [Moderators - Anna Periquet and Carl Balita » Panelists: Arnel 
aci s Maoi Arroyo Rommel Jun Binalot- Doyee Tuna, EET Quadrant)» Ricardo Collantes 
cehar's)« dohniu koa (The French Baker) + Sandy Javier (Andok’s}*] + SUM UP/FINAL INTERACTIVE. 
ACTIVITY W/ HOST *For confirmation 
April 1, Saturday 


SKILLS DEMO/TRAINING BY LE CORDON BLEU, TESDA-NCR, DOST, TLRC AND REYES HAIRCUTTERS: 
SI POLVORON AND PASTILLAS MAKING (Laura Lazaro - WIAPI) » CHOCOLATE CANDY MAKING c/o 
TURC. PAPER TOLE (Shirly Fabros - Appratech Asia) » REFLEXOLOGY c/o Women Center » MEAT 
AND DIMSUM MAKING c/o Approtech Asia = COOKING AND FOOD PREPARATION « BASIC HAIRCUTTING 
ADU DESIGN c/o Mark Fernandez (TESDA-NCR) - TOMATO-BASED PRODUCTS c/o Approtech Asia 
1 AUTOCADD c/o Freddie Estacio (TESDA-NCR) » PRESERVED SAMPALOC AND TEA MAKING (Rita Ritz 
T NAPI HANDS-ON BAKING DEMO (HAND-MIXED PINOY PANDESAL) AND MICRO-BAKERY BUSINESS 
MENTORING c/o johnlu G. Koa » CELLPHONE REPAIR c/o Approtech Asia » SESSIONS ON STARTING 
A BUSINESS: HOW TO START A FRANCHISE BUSINESS c/o Association of Filipino Franchisers, Inc. « 
LAKBAY KAINAN: GOURMET PARA SA MASA" (Ludette Dayrit - Le Cordon Bleu) « HOW TO START 
AFOOD CART BUSINESS c/o Food Cart Association of the Philippines « HOW TO START A SALON/ 
BARBERSHOP c/o Reyes Haircutters « HOW TO START A HOME SPA BUSINESS (Cathy Brillantes- 
Turvili - Founding President, Spa Association of the Philippines) » BUSINESS MENTORING BOOTH - 
Mentoring from 11am to 4pm c/o Anna Periquet 
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Fugitive Liberian warlord Taylor arrested 


ABUJA—FORMER LIBERIAN LEADER AND 
fugitive war crimes suspect Charles Taylor was ar- 
rested Wednesday in a northern Nigerian town 
near the Cameroon border, police spokesperson 


Haz Iwendi said. 


“Mer Taylor has been arrested. He 
was arrested in the early hours of. 
today at Gamboringala in Bomo 
State. He is currently with the secu- 
rity agents, He will be flown to Abu- 
ja later" Iwendi said. 

On Tuesday, Nigerian President. 
Olusegun Obasanjo announced 
that Taylor had disappeared from 
his plush villa in the southeastern 
Nigerian city of Calabar, where he 

has lived in exile since he fled 
“Liberia in August 2003. 

The news sparked international 

condemnation and demands that 


Nigeria track him down and extra- 
dite him to Liberia's neighbhor Sier- 
ra Leone, where international pros- 
ecutors have accused him of crimes 
against humanity. 

‘Babagana Alhaji Kata, a trader 
working at the Gamgoringala bor- 
der post said that Taylor had arrived 
at the frontier in an ash-colored 
Range Rover jeep with the diplo- 
matic corps number plate 81 CD 
85. 

"He was wearing a white flowing 
robe,” Kata said. 

“He passed through immigration 


| THIS Australian Bureau of Meteorology satellite image shows 
| Cyclone Glenda off the coast of Western Australia (top-left). 


Powerful cyclone threatens 
‘parts of Western Australia 


CANBERRA—A POWERFUL CY- 
clone wich winds up to 300 kph 
menaced northern parts of West- 
ern Australia on Wednesday, less 
than two weeks after a storm dev- 
astated homes and crops on the 
other side of the country. 

Some oil and gas operations and 
key iron ore ports closed ahead of 
the arrival of Cyclone Glenda in an 
area known as “cyclone alley” be- 
cause itis regularly swept by storms 
at this time of year. 

"The storm, ranked in the most 
powerful grade for cyclones, cate- 
gory five, was about 335 km north 
of the town of Port Hedland and 
moving south along the coast, the 
‘Tropical Cyclone Waming Center 
said. “Tomorrow's really the day 
"where things could happen,” said 
forecaster Adam Conroy from the 
center in Perth. 

‘The remote Pilbara region under 
threat is home to around 10,000 
people and includes Woodside 
Petroleum’s A$14 billion ($10 bil 
lion) North West Shelf liquefied nat- 
ural gas (LNG) project at Karratha, 


a 


about 700 km north of Perth. 
“Residents of the central and 
‘west Pilbara coast are warned ofthe 
risk of very destructive winds with 
gusts exceeding 250 km per hour 
during Thursday as this very dan- 
gerous cyclone nears the coast,” the 
Bureau of Meteorology said on its 
website (wwwbom.govau). 
‘Australia’s northeastem coast 
was devastated last week by anoth- 
er category five storm, Cyclone Lar- 
y Ir blew roofs off houses, uprooted 
trees and decimated sugar and ba- 
mana crops, causing damage worth 
upto A$1.5 billion ($1 billion). 
Woodside said on Wednesday 
thatit had suspended production at 
its 100,000-barrel-per-day Cossack 
oilfield in the Indian Ocean on Tues- 
day as the sixth cyclone of the sea- 
son approached. Oil and gas pro- 
ducer Santos Led. shut its 40,000- 
barrel-per-day (bpd) Mutineer-Ex- 
eter oil field on Monday and BHP 
Biliton's 10,600 bpd Griffin oil field 
has been closed since Saturday, af- 
ter it was threatened by a smaller 
storm. Reuters 


but when he reached customs they 
were suspicious and they insisted 
on searching the jeep, where they 
found a large amount of US dol- 
lars,” he added “After a further 
search they discovered he was 
Charles Taylor" he said. 

Kata said that Taylor was taken 
away towards the Bomo State capi- 
tal Maiduguri escorted by two sol- 
diers, two immigration officers and 
two customs officials. 

News of Taylors disappearance 
had prompted United Nations chief 
Kofi Annan on Tuesday to appeal to 
West African countries to arrest and 
deny refuge to Taylor 

Taylor is accused by a UN-backed 
war crimes court in Sierra Leone of 
‘masterminding a policy of murder, 
torture, pillage and rape in Liberia 
and Sierra Leone, where prosecu- 
tors have lodged a 17-count indict- 


Moussaoui’s 
testimony 
discredited 


‘ALEXANDRIA, VA—TOP AL-QAIDA OPERA- 
tives and others in US custody said in testimo- 
ny on Tuesday that Zacarias Moussaoui was 
untrustworthy and not part of the Sept. 11 at- 
tacks. 

One day after Moussaoui gave shocking 
testimony that he was meant to fly a plane in- 
to the White House as part of the Sept. 11 
plot, the men detained as US enemy combat- 
ants contradicted him. 

Most of the testimony was read aloud from 
detainees who were forbidden from testifying 
because of national security concerns. Much 
of it questioned Moussaoui's competence, 
and the man said to be the financier of the 
Sept. 11 attacks said he had had no involve- 
ment with Moussaoui. 

Moussaoui is on trial to determine if he gets 
the death penalty for admitting guile in con- 
nection with the attacks in New York and 
‘Washington which killed about 3,000 people. 

Last year, when he pleaded guilty to con- 
spiracy in connection with the attacks, Mous- 
saoui said he was meant to be in a second 
wave of attacks. 

Tn an effort to rebut Moussaoui's own dam- 
aging admissions on Monday, defense attor- 
mey Edward MacMahon read a transcript 
from the hearing in which Moussaoui pleaded 
guilty and where he said he was not involved 
in the Sept. 11 attacks. 

The defense then rested its case. Closing ar- 
guments were scheduled for 1 p.m. on 
Wednesday, after which the jury will begin de- 
liberations. 

‘As part of their effort to rebuild its case, the 
defense presented a statement from Sayf al- 
Adl, a senior member of al-Qaida's military 
committee, who said Moussaoui was “abso- 
lutely not" going to take part in the Sept. 11 
mission. 

Mustafa al Hawsawi, the financier who 
gave several of the hijackers airline tickets to 
the United States, said he had “no knowledge” 
of Moussaoui financial dealings. — Reuters 


TAYLOR 


manity. 


ment alleging crimes against hu- 


"Taylor had been living in exile in 
southeastern Nigeria until Monday 
night, when he was found to have 
le his luxury villa 


Taylor's disappearance came just 
48 hours after Obasanjo announced 
that Liberia was free to "take Taylor. 
into custody" and human rights ac- 
tivists were quick to condemn what 
they said may be a bid to escape in- 


temational justice. 


Taylor's estranged wife Jewel 
Howard Taylor told Liberia's Star 
radio, sponsored by a Swiss non- 
governmental organization, that 
her former husband could be stil in 


Nigeria 


{donot know what the situation 
is. But I do not think he will run 
away Charles Taylor is not a person 
who runs away. So I do not think it 
is possible,” said the former first la- 


dyof Liberia. 


open a pandorz's box. 


Howard Taylor, has warned that 
trying Taylor for war crimes would 


“it is not just one person that is 


responsible for the war” she said. 

“if we are talking about freedom 
and justice and if they want to pun- 
ish people then every one has to be. 
punished from the beginning to the 
end. 

“And if we want to pardon evety 
one then we should pardon every 
one across the board,” she said 
adding that the recently established 
truth and reconciliation commis- 
sion should be allowed to conduet 
its probe “and find out what the real 
story is and then we can move for- 
ward.” Meanwhile, Liberia former 
caretaker president Moses Blah 
threw his weight behind Taylors 
demands to be tried outside Sierra 
Leone, where the former warlord is 
accused of sponsoring rebels in a 
brutal war against President Ahmed 
Tejan Kabbah's government in the 
1990s. AIP 


LAST FRONTIER 


on leaders of Indonesia and Brit 
forests. 


Greenpeace campaigners Indonesian Hapsoro (left) and US citizen Ginger Cassady 
display a placard ata logging operation site along the coast of Papua. Greenpeace called 
to halt the destruction of Indonesia's last ancient 


m 


Olmert wins Israeli election 


JERUSALEM—ACTING LEADER Ehud 
Olmert said Wednesday that Israel was ready 
to compromise with the Palestinians but 
warned it was prepared to take destiny into 
its own hands as he claimed electoral victory. 

“We have been entrusted with the task of de- 
termining the country's character,” he said at the 
headquarters of his Kadima party after a ballot 
presented as a de-facto referendum on his plan 
to fix Israel's final borders. 

“ies time to make peace between ourselves 
and put aside all our differences,” he said in the 
televised address. 

“I call on the head of the Palestinian Authority 
Mahmud Abbas, | am telling him directly that 
during thousands of years we had a dream of 
peace in Israel, this land and its historic borders 
will always remain the wish in our hearts. 

“But understand. We are ready to make com- 
promises, to give up parts of beloved land of Is- 
rael where our sons are buried and evacuate 
Jews who live there to make a life to fulfil your 
dream to live in peace. 

He called on Palestinians to make their own 
concessions, without which his incoming gov- 


emment would proceed with unilateral deci- 
sions and seek an international consensus with 
allies such as the United States. 

"The time has come for the Palestinians to 
come to terms, as we have, with the realization 
of only part of their dreams, to stop terror, to 
stop hatred, to create their own fair and demo- 
cratic lives," he said. 

"There is no good alternative to a peace 
agreement. There is no more stable peace than 
‘one based on an agreement. 

"We will strive to bring about the establish- 
ment of the final borders of Israel as a Jewish 
state with a permanent Jewish majority, and asa 
democratic country We will work to do this 
through negotiations," he said. 

“ifthe Palestinians agree to act soon, we will 
sit at the negotiating table in order to create a 
new reality in our region. If they do not, Israel 
will take its fate into its own hands,” he insistet. 

But Olmert warmed that in the absence of ne- 
gotiations, his next government would seek the 
Support of the United States for his policy of act- 
ing unilaterally, but would go it alone if neces- 
sary. AFP 
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oie T Tugade heroics 


, By Marc Anthony Reyes 


1 ‘ 
. FILIPINO-AMERICAN BET DENISE DY WITH- PON WwW r 
"stood the foreign charge that bundled out her 


‘compatriots and became the last local hope 
after a 6-2, 7-6 (0) victory over Kai Chen 
"Chang of Chinese Taipei yesterday in the 17th GAMES TOMORROW (Cuneta Astrodome) Cup last night at the Cuneta As- — “Itwas the most crucial point in. 
Mitsubishi Lancer junior tennis champi- 440p.m—GocaolavsGinebra  trodome. the game,” said Guiao. "But that’s 
brishipsat rhe Rizai Memorial Tui er R 7:35 p.m —Purotoods vs Red Bull Recovering from a bout with not the game of Lordy yet. He 
Value V A E TU guum Dd a i xS cie theflu,Tugadecameoffthebench should be consistent all game 
Te Pa E Sinatra Ay Sees! By June Navarro and drained 13 of his team-high long,” 
YT r eE Io T ead z 17 points in the pivotal fourth for — In the second game, the San 
Greg Jones of Australia T COACH YENG GUIAO the Bul third win in five games Miguel Beermen got a balanced 
E / fr a share of second place. effort from their starters and 
“sie fit-geded Dy 16, used the form she f had doubts whether “There wasa poin inthe game hacked out a 100-89 victory over 
pen Tenet paar ge A rane Lordy Tugade could that! was ready to pull him (Tu- the Sta. Lucia Realtors. 
` with Thailand's Varatchay Wongteanchai. The deliver the goods for £49 oxi AS a ouea Hatta, 
fie ape el edie Ci a Se : GET his team. Red Bull’s “But when he started making RED BULL 112—7ugade 17, omues 
ds thet Rand; the 36 year ld Daxian, hot-shooting wing- those threes, 1 decided to stick 16, Fonacier 13, Cruz 12, Bugla 11, Pennisi 
the country’s top junior netter who is on his 8th i Y man erased them all. hc — pon a oM 
beoe woar i ae des Tepis Tugade rattled home the deci- that broke Air21’s mild uprising, AR21 9b—RIalo 24, Telan 18, Do 
ig australian who dried in hes straight D 5. M. sive baskets and sparked the Bulls puling the Expres from 13 points Ocampo R. 1t, De Ocampo 10 $e 8, Ar- 
Eo uh thet i uma ü to an emphatic 112-98 win over down to within 80.75. He clus- boleda8,Fran 7, Canaleta 5, Tubid 5, Dacia. 
Polat he Narain | the Air 21 Express in the Gran tered 13 points to help seal the 2, Bemardo0. 
eee ian Matador Brandy-PBA Philippine victory. Quarters: 26-27, 54-48, 81-75, 112-98. 
laxing in the first set. “I had many unforced er- 


DAT f 4$... | New group won't get Fiba nod-Lim 


deal with his serves." 


The 5-foot-9 Dandan, who is on home study " By Jasmine W. Payo tary general Graham Lim pointed tional basketball federation (Fi- 
program where he is an incoming senior high out a key factor that could break ba) and having the country's 10- 
P uaeth only one of he fve RP wildeard RED BULLS Enrico Villanueva (right) soarstoblockthe DETAINED BASKETBALL ASSO- the hopes of Pilipinas Basketball month old ban from international 
entries who made the second round. shot of Air 2I's Mark Telan. taxanazas ciation of the Philippines secre- in getting the nod of the intema- meets lifted. NEWI A26 


Rain or Shine, Toyota Otis pit big men 


BANKING ON THEIR BIG MEN, RAIN OR Toyota Otis past Hapee-PCU, Jason Castro, meanwhile, 
Shine and Toyota Otis pulled off opening- 77-73, last Sunday. STANDINGS had an explosive offensive 
day victories in the PBL Unity Cup. The frontcourt duo of Mar- Montaña performance for Hapee-PCU, 

Thus, a strong frontcourt battle is ex- vin Ortiguerra and Junjun R. Shine which is owned by Cecilio Pe- 
pected when the Elasto Painters and the Cabatualsomadethingshap. Toyota Otis dro and Jack Huang. The 
Sparks clash for a share of the lead at 4 pen for the Painters, firing16 Magnolia AL. speedy Castro, last confer- 
p.m. today at the San Andres Gym. points apiece for a 70-64 tri. G. Goose ence's top scorer, delivered 25 
“Harbour Centre and Hapee-PCU, umphover Harbour Centre.  H.Cente 0'1 points on a SO-percent shoot- 
though, are turning to their formidable But the Painters said they — H-PCU ing. 
backcourt as they try to overcome their will be parading another TeleTech His individual efforts, 
first-day losses at 2 p.m. threat in Samigue Eman, a  GAMESTODAY though, weren't enough and 

Coach Louie Alas said that, justlikein prized young center from  (SanAndresGym) — the Teethmasters will be 
their opening game, the Sparks must Davao: 2pm—Hapos- needing the offensive contri- 
treate more offensive situations for “He has the makings of a  PCUvsHarbour | butions of Gabby Espinas and 

‘their big men in order to join the idle Dennis Espino,” said team Conte | Robert Sanz. Senger, 


Montafia Jewels on top at 2-0. manager Boy Lapid of the 6- 4p.m.—Raln or The Portmasters, too, need 
“We have to be consistent in what foot-9 cager, who played for | ShitevsToyotadts more offensive spark from fa - m| i 
we're doing,” said Alas. "The last two the University of Mindanao stars Joseph Yeo, LA Tenorio ^ s. akon x: 
* conferences we were in the cellars. So and the disbanded RP-Cebuana Lhuillier and Rob Reyes. ae 
«the key also is our mind-set.” Team. "I'm sure he's the player we've Ryan Araña, who scored 13 points off the 

Fil-Am center Joe Devance exploded been looking for. He's quick for his bench in his debut, is also em to con- nA E GA SAL E Li 
with 22 points and 12 rebounds to lead size.” tribute to Harbour Centre. Jasmine W. Payo on March 31, 2006 « Starts at 8:30 a.m. sharp. 
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Don't get caught unaware. One of Europe's most-awarded cars is giving you a taste of the finest football around. 
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Roddick, Fede 


KEY BISCAYNE, FLORIDA—ANDY ROD- 
dick walked off a winner Tuesday, even 
though instant replay kept him on the 
court longer than he wanted. 

Roddick was nursing a ead in the third set 
when video reviews cost him back-to-back 
points, but he accepted the overrules with- 
out complaint and beat qualifier Simon 
Greul, 6-3, 3-6, 6-2, to reach the quarterfi- 
nals of the Nasdaq-100 Open. 

“I can't be angry about it, because the 
right call was made,” Roddick said. “Tm sure 


there are going to be times when its going to 
bbe the situation reversed, and I think youre. 
OK with it as long as you know the correct 
callis being made.” 

Seeded fourth, Roddick needed four 
match points to finish off the dangerous 
Greul, who came into the tournament with 
‘one career victory on the ATP Tous, then beat 
three consecutive top-60 players. He hits an 
unconventional mixture of shots, most of 
them accompanied by a grunt that might be 
the loudest in men's tennis. 


“It’s amusing when you're winning, and 
annoying when you're losing," Roddick said. 

Roddick smiled in the end, and on Thurs- 
day he'll play No. 11 seed David Ferrer, who 
beat No. 29 Olivier Rochus, 6-7 (5), 7-6 (2), 
7-5. Their match was the longest of the tour- 
namentat 3 hours, 18 minutes. 

By contrast, No. 1 Roger Federer took 58 
minutes to eliminate unseeded Dmitry Tur- 
sunoy, 63, 63. Federer extended to 20 
matches his record winning streak in Mas- 
ters Series events, and he improved to 25-1 


rer book Nasdaq quarters slots 


this year 

Federers opponent Thursday will be No. 9 
James Blake, who rallied past No. 32 Juan Ig- 
nacio Chela, 46, 6-1, 6-0. Federer beat Blake 
inthe final at Indian Wells on March 19. 

“Obviously he can do about anything with 
a tennis racket in his hand,” Blake said. “But 
ona given day, hopefully so can 1.” 

On the womens side, No. 1 seed Amelie 
Mauresmo and No. 12 Svetlana Kuznetsova 
advanced to a semifinal matchup Friday. 
Mauresmo improved to 23-3 this year. AP 


Buffer to declare Pacquiao, Larios ‘ready to rumble’ 


WHEN MANNY PACQUIAO AND OSCAR LARIOS MEET UP 
on July 2 at the Araneta Coliseum, a familiar voice will make 
sure that both fighters will be “ready to rumble.” 

Michael Buffer, the famed ring announcer who has the 
patent rights to the boxing’s most popular catchphrase "Let's 
get ready to rumble,” will call in not just the Pacquiao-Larios 
tiff, but also the night's undercards. 


of Manny Pacquiao promotions, who added that Golden Boy 
promotions chief executive officer Richard Schaefer has al- 
ready signed the fight contract in behalf of Larios. 

Larios will meet the hard-hitting Pacquiao in a 12-round 
showdown for the World Boxing Council International super 
featherweight tide. 


receive a whopping $450,000 purse, the biggest so far in his 
career. 

‘A ringside ticket to the Pacquiao-Larios tiff is expected to 
fetch P25,000 while a ticket at the bleachers section will cost 
P1,000. 

Plans are likewise afoot to sell special tickets worth 


“The development was revealed by Eric Pineda, a member 


Pineda added that Schaefer has already given the green 
light for Larios to face Pacquiao, where the Mexican is set to 


contributor 


$1,000, although nothing is final yet. 


Salven Lagumbay, 
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CLIPPERS forward Elton Brand eyes are! 


Paragua 


marries 

ITS easy to understand. 
why Grandmaster Mark 
Paragua is flashing his 
best form these days. 
He's in love, is getting 
married today and is 
bound to be a father. The. 
country's top-ranked 
player with an Elo of 
2617 based on the April 
2006 rating of Fide ex- 
changes vows with 
‘Christine Dacayo of Sgt. 
Catolos, Quezon City, ina 
civil wedding today at 4 
p.m. at Divine Trust (Old 
Church) in Meycauayan, 
Bulacan, Newly elected 
 NCFP president and Suri- 
gao del Sur Rep. Propes- 
por "Butch" Pichay, Bula- 
‘can Gov. Josie Pagdan- 
‘ganan, long-time bene- 
factor Fiway Marketings 
Inc. CEO president Hec- 
"or "Chito" Tagaysay and 
engineer Albert "Ka Bito” 
Cruz of Barangay Pan- 
dayan will stand as spon- 
sors, Marlon Bernardino, 
‘contributor 


Badminton 
kickoff up 


THE KICKOFF leg ofthe 
JVC Regional Badminton 
‘Championships wil be 
held on Monday with 
hundreds expected to 
beat the deadline today. 
“The organizing IMG said 
the field is likely to sur- 
pass the 226-player cast 
lastyear based on the re- 
sponse of the players 
and ans leading to the 
tournament proper slat- 
ed April 3-7 at the Holi- 
day Spain Banilad, Cebu 
Ciy. Fees are P100 for 
single entry event and 
PISO tor those playing in 
two or three events. For 
details, check website at 
ww vebadminton.com 
or e-mail at vcbad- 
mintonGhotmalLcom or 
call 0917-8050702 
(Tonette); 0917-8050601 
(Carl; 0917-5288970 
(Nelson). 


NCFP elims 
THE NATIONAL CHESS 
Federation of the Phi 
pines Region 6 qualifier 
forthe country's repre- 
sentatives to the 2006 
World Chess Olympiad, 
dubbed as Mayor Evelio 
Leonarda Chess Cham- 
pionship, starts today at 
the Bacolod Pavilion Re- 
Sortà PestaurantinBa- 
colod City. The three-day 
event being held under 
the auspices of NCFP 
president and Surigao 
del Sur Rep. Butch 
Pichay is bankroll by 
Mayor Evelio Leonardi 
The top 10 finishers wil 
advance tothe seminal 
round on April $109. 


GALends 
THE2006 Girts Athletic 
League recently held its 
championships in bas- 
‘tba, badminton, 
beach volleyball indoor 
volleyball and cheering 
competitions at the La 
Salle Greenhills grounds. 
‘The champions are bad- 
minton (division 1) St. 
Pedro Poveda; (division 
2) Assumption Antipolo; 
(division 3) Assumption 
College; basietbal (evel 
1) La Salle-Zobet (val 
2) Assumption Antipolo; 
indoor votieyball (di 
sion 1) Miriam; (division 
2) St. Theresa's; (division. 
3) Miriam Collage: 
cheering competition, 
‘Assumption College. 
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Pistons hold off 


THURSDAY, MARCH 30, 2006 LASS 
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Mavericks 


Bucks ring Bell, rout Suns; Sonics halt Grizzlies’ streak 


AUBURN HILLS, MICHI- 
gan—Chauncey Billups 
scored 31 points and added 
11 assists here Tuesday as 
Detroit defeated Dallas, 97- 
90, in a possible preview of 
the NBA Finals. 

Billups scored eight points in the final three 
minutes to rally the Pistons past the Maver- 
icks in a showdown of teams fighting for the 
NBAS top regular-season record and home- 
court advantage throughout the playoffs. 

"This was a three-game swing" Detroit 
coach Flip Saunders said. “We get an extra 
win and they get an extra loss.” 

Rasheed Wallace contributed 21 points 


and 10 rebounds for the Pistons, who im- 
proved to an Eastern Conference-best 56-14 
"with their fifth triumph in six games and 
averted consecutive home losses for the first 
time this season. 

Dirk Nowitzki and former Piston Jerry 
Stackhouse each scored 25 points for Dallas, 
which fell to 54-17 and slid a half-game be- 
hind San Antonio for the best Western Con- 
ference and Southwest division record. 

"This is a very disappointing loss," Dallas 
coach Avery Johnson said. "They executed 
better than we did down the stretch. We bat- 
tled. We fought. This was a playoff atmo- 
sphere. 

“We wish we would have been able to 
match their intensity down the stretch, but we 
didn't. They were in the bounce-back mode 
and they bounced back.” 


‘The Mavericks lost for the third time in five 
games after the Pistons, who lost at home Sun- 
day to New Jersey, dosed with an 11-2 run. 

“This was a big game for both teams,” 
Saunders said. "They're fighting San Antonio 
to ty to win their division and we're fighting 
to make sure we maintain and keep our 
rhythm.” 

Billups, an All-Star point guard, scored sev- 
en points in each of the first three quarters 
then flashed the form that made him the 
2004 NBA Finals Most Valuable Player by 
sparking the laterally. 

“Chauncey hit some big shots,” Wallace 
said, “He did a good job. He hit some real big 
shots when we needed it.” 

Tn other games, it was Charlotte 125, At- 
lana 117; Milwaukee 132, Phoenix 110; 
Seattle 98, Memphis 97; Orlando 97, Chicago 


93; Washington 97, Sacramento 84; San An- 
tonio 98, LA Clippers 87 

In Milwaukee, Charlie Bell had career- 
highs of 19 points, 13 assists and 10 rebounds 
for his first career triple-double, and the Bucks 
hita franchise record 18 three-pointers on the 
way to routing the Suns. 

In Memphis, Tennessee, Ray Allen made 
an off-balance 19-footer with 0.3 seconds left, 
and Seattle overcame Pau Gasol franchise- 
record 44 points to snap the Grizzlies seven- 
game winning streak. 

In Los Angeles, Tim Duncan had 20 points 
and 13 rebounds, Michael Finley also scored 
20 points, and San Antonio broke open a tight 
game in the third quarter to down the Los An- 
geles Clippers. ‘AFR AP 

NBA on SOLAR SPORTS: B m—Detrot vs, Phladel- 
phia repay at 8pm) 


sx. oy A 
bos tanning 


ou 


Knit, 
Mid 


All-American 
live on ESPN 


THE FUTURE superstars 
ofthe NBA showcase 
their skils today when the 
2006 McDonalds High 
School All-American 
Game airs at 11 am. ve 
and exclusive on ESPN, 
‘Since 1977, the top high 
school basketball seniors 
in the United States have 
been selected to partici- 
pate in the Al-American 
Game. Prominent players 
who have played in the 
game are Michael Jordan, 
Shaquille O'Neal, Kobe 
Bryant and LeBron 
James. This year’s game 
wil be held atthe San. 
Diego State University. 
Expected to shine are 7- 
foot- Ohio State signee 
Greg Oden and 7-foot 
‘Stanford-bound twins 
Brookand Robin Lopez. 


Tangkad 
cage tilt 


THECHERIFER Tangkad 
Sagad Basketball Tour- 
nament culminates with 
the National Finals fea- 
turing San Beda-Manila, 
St. Scholastica-Pampan- 
ga, Marist School-An- 
tipolo and Imus Pilot 
School-Cavite on April 1 
at the Peoples Vilage in- 
side the Tiendesitas in 
Pasig City. San Beda- 
Manila, St. Scholastica- 
Pampanga, Marist 
‘SchoolAntipolo and 
Imus Pilot School-Cavite 
topped their respective 
zone qualifying rounds 
where more than 60 ele- 
‘mentary schools com- 
peted in the event for 
boys aged 12-and-under. 
Cherifer product manag- 
er Tom Meneses said 
that all players would be 
given playing jerseys, 
while winners would re- 
ceive team trophies, 
medals and gift packs. 


Subic Bay 


tennis camp 
ONGOING at the word- 
class Subic Bay Interna- 
tional Tennis Center isa 
tennis camp which offers 
superior instruction ina. 
fun-spirited, team-ornt- 
ed format. Included in 
the cinic to be handled 
by Grand Slammer 
Beeyong Sison and his 
staf are topics in tennis 
Tues, quete, sports- 
manch. nutrition, it- 
ness and strategies. The 
‘inic boasts a teacherto 
student ratio of one in- 
structor to every five or 
She students. Programs 
are offered to juniors and 
adus for all levels at 
very affordable prices. 
Private lessons are of 
fered to all ages and play 
levels by appoinment. 
Call: 047-252-2885 & 86 
orlogonat 
www.subicbayten- 
riscom. 


EMB 4-cock 
derby today 


THE EMB 4-cock derby 
sizzles at 5 p.m. today at 
the Roligon Mega Cock- 
pit with 82 fights on tap. 
A cash prize of P400,000 
Is at stake, plus special 
prizes for the fastest win 
‘champions. Entry fee Is 
P7,700, said host angl- 
neor Eric Bugarin. The 
"Cash Premyo 3-cock 
darby” comes next on 
Saturday, April 1, with 
‘Abraham Bernales, Ting 
Capitan and Mario Gu- 
jeldo as hosts, 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


Southwestern U s 


THREE-TIME CHAMPION SOUTH- 
western University’s shock exit rocked the 
Visayas eliminations of the 10th Nestea 
Beach Volley Championships yesterday. 

After losing their opening match to 
University of San Agustin, 25-12, the oth- 
er day, Southwesterns Marites Natad and 
Hazel Piñero split their two matches and 
was booted out with a 1-2slate. 

Natad failed to squeeze the best from. 
Piñero, her rookie partner and a last- 
minute replacement for Joreen Sanchez 
who injured her right knee just days be- 
forethe event. 

Southwestern beat University of lolo, 


New group won't get Fiba . 


Its no different from the Philippine 
‘Basketball Federation Inc., the Philippine 
Olympic Committee-initiated national 
association first penciled to take the place 
of the expelled Basketball Association of 
the Philippines. 

‘The members of the country's biggest. 
basketball stakeholders, however, see it 
otherwise. 

“Pilipinas Basketballis still the same as. 


Orchard 
remains 
jr leader 


BATANGAS— ORCHARD 
thwarted Aguinaldo with a 235 total 
yesterday to stay afloat by two strokes 
after the penultimate round of the Jun- 
golf Interclub 2006s, the opening leg of 
the Samsung Summer Circuit, at the Mt. 
Malarayat Golf and Country Club here. 
"Wolen Superal carded a 74 that made 
up for the 79 of sister Crystal and 82 of 
Nico Sevilla as the Orchard bets posted a 
36-hole aggregate of 467 to remain at 
the helm but saw their overnight lead of 
five shots reduced to just two. 
Bighiting Gino Bunyi matched par 
72, Jobim Carlos had a 74 and either of 
the 86s of Brent Sumampong or JR Aus- 
tía counted as the third score for 
Aguinaldo which made 232 for 269 in 
the toumey which has Samsung and 
Philippine Airlines as main sponsors. 
‘The other sponsors are DHL, Callaway, 
‘Titleist, Mizuno, La Jolla, Taylor Made, 
Wilson, Ping, MCCI Air Liquid, Auto 
Magic, Inquirer Golf and Michael Guy. 
Riviera I also moved into contention 
with a 232-471 and was just four shots 
off going into today's final round. 
1n Division II, Riviera sizzled with a 
233 and pulled away by 22 strokes over 
Royal Northwoods. 


Sta. Elena 
Cup starts 


MULTI-AWARDED STA. ELENA GOLF 
Club celebrates the 10th year of its 
memiber guest invitational, the Sta. Ele- 
na Cup, with four days of competition 
starting today Trooping to the Sta. Elena 
course are the first two batches of the 
226 member guest playing in the mom- 
ing and afternoon shotguns at 7 am. 
and 12:15 p.m., respectively. 

"They will be the first to take a crack at 
the four hole-in-one prizes up for grabs: 
‘a BMW3 Series, a Toyota Camry a Maz- 
da 3 and a Yamaha golf cart with a com- 
bined value of almost P4 million. 

Sponsors include Omega, Mizuno, 
Royal Carribean, The Golf Shop of Baron 
‘Travel, Sta. Elena Properties, Pepsi, Avi- 
va and Intellicare. Venzon Paz and Bob- 
by Inigo will defend the overall tite. 


25-12, yesterday moming but failed 
‘against University of Southem Philip- 
pines, 25-15, at the La Salle Green Hills 
sand court. 

‘Advancing to the Boracay semis and fi- 
nals on May 4 to 6 are Univ. of San 
‘Agustin, Univ. of the Visayas, Univ. of 
Southem Philippines and University of 
‘San Jose-Recoletos. 

In the men's side, earning slots to the 
next round are Foundation, US-R, Uni- 
versity of San Carlos and University of 
Negros Occ. Recoletos. 

Drawing the attention yesterday was 
the women's pair from University of San 


Philippine Basketball Federation,” Lim 
pointed out from his detention cell at the 
Bureau of Immigration in Camp Bagong 
Diwa in Taguig. “Its not going to change 
athing” 

The PBFI had already sought the Fiba 
blessing before but was rejected. Lim 
says Pilipinas Basketball is going the 
same route. The structures of both feder- 
ations are basically the same, prompting 


pikers exit 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


SPORTS 


‘Agustin. Powered by 5-foot9 Nerisa 
Bautista, USA bested Foundation, 25-23, 
and became the first team to advance 
with a perfect 3-0 record. 

Luzon teams already assured of slots 
to Boracay are reigning titist St. Benilde, 
1999 winner FEU, Adamson and St. 
Francis in the men's division, and 2002 
champ Adamson, St. Benilde, Letran and 
University of Baguio in the distaff side. 

‘Teams from Mindanao will dispute the 
Boracay slots today also at La Salle Green 
Hills. There are a total of 16 teams that 
will vie for the four men’s and four 2 
‘women's slots to the next round. 


From page A23 


the assessment of Lim. 

[But] The PBFI was not guided by the 
Fiba in coordination with the POC,” PBL 
commissioner Chino Trinidad pointed 
out to differentiate the two associations. 
“Pilipinas Basketball was quided by Fiba. 
itself. So why would the Fiba order the 
formation of a new federation and not 
give its blessing now that such a federa- 


tion has been formed?" pesas 


JULETT Mae Marikit of the USJR dives for the ball as Jusabelle Brillo of UV looks 
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Labajo, 4 others share 
DHL Amateur 


JOSEPH Labajo during the I Ith Amateur Golf 
‘Tournament in Canlubang, Laguna. 


RNAS 


lead in 


By Musong R. Castillo 


CANLUBANG, LAGUNA—PINFSIZED 
Joseph Labajo returned a 3-under-par 
69 and Michael Bibat a 70 yesterday to 
shake up the 11th DHL-WWWExpress 
‘Amateur Open leaderboard that now 
has five players setting the 36hole 


pace. 

Mark Fernando chipped in for birdie 

on the 18th hole, Singaporean Quincy 

Quek recovered from a double bogey 6 

‘on No. 3 and Ronnie Torrecampo scram- 

bled hard enough to total 145—one- 

= over—and join Labajo and Bibat on top 
halfway through the annual event. 

Femando, who like Labajo is a product 


of the National Caddies Open program, 
fired a 74 like the 26-year-old Torrecam- 
po, even as Quek showed poise well be- 
yond his 17 years to card a level 72. 

Former caddies’ champion Jay Bay- 
ron matched par and occupied sixth spot 
with a 146 total, one ahead of a three- 
man group that included first round 
leader and 2004 winner Jun Bemis. 

Bemis skied to a 78 and dropped into 
the company of RP pool member Marvin. 
Dumandan (71) and Riviera Golf direc- 
tor Eric Gozo (72) with 147 totals. 

Del Montes Joel Opaco carded a 71 
and Singaporean Jonathan Leong re- 
bounded with a 72 to join Rufino Bayron 
(73) and jungolfer JikJik Abdon (73) in 


10th spot, three shots off the pace. 

Still, the day belonged to Labajo, a 23- 
year-old former bagtoter at Valley, who 
drained five birdies against two bogeys in 
lining himself up for his first tide. 

“This course is pretty much like my 
home course, Calatagan,” Labajo, who 
trains under the NCO program in Batan- 
gas, said in Filipino. A total of three play- 
ers from the NCO program, Rufino Bay- 
ron included, are in the top 10 after the 
second round. 

“It only goes to show that we are doing 
the right thing,” said an official NCO 
statement. "Our aim of producing a 
member of the RP team within the next 
two years seems possible at this point, ” 


There must be a Razon | 


Spring Oil foils King’s cagers 


DEFENDING CHAMPION SPRING 
Cooking Oil-Parañaque repulsed 
repeated rallies by King’s Bakeshop 
to prevail, 7-73, at the start of the 
2006 Picaa Open basketball tour- 
ament Tuesday at the EAC gym in 
Manila. 

Led by former San Sebastian star 
Aldrin Morante, Spring led by as 
many as 15 points to get the head- 
start in the 45-day toumey spon- 


sored by Chloe Lightings and 
Tomish Cafe (Dapitan). 

Morante ably directed plays for 
the Cooking Oil Masters of shooting 
champion Nathaneil "Tac" Padilla, 
scoring 14 points while issuing 
timely assists to Mark Ye and 
Rodel Manuel. 

Pearl Manila Hotel-Emilio 
Aguinaldo College toppled Nation- 
al Interclub champion Wang's Ball- 


lub, 85-82, in the other game. 

The scores: 

SPRING TI Morte 14, Yeo 10. Manuel 
40, Yambao 9, Tong 7, De Casto 7, Reyes 
6,Neo 6, Moper 6, Bamson 2. 

KINGS BAKESHOP 73—Zatin 18, Davis 
9, Barrados 7, Mancot 7, Gadana 6, Mendo- 
125 Cortin 5, De Gua 5, Torrente S, Cordero 
4, Worn 2, Palaganas 0, Tubie 0, Verang 0, 
Dea Rosa4. 

Quators: 22-17, 46-38, 6053, 77-73. 


Ozamiz Cotta rips Pagadian 


OZAMIZ — CITY—DEFENDING 
‘champion Ozamiz Cotta routed ex- 
pansion team Pagadian, 108-97, in 
the 2006 NBC national basketball 
championship Tuesday night at the 
Gov Angel Medina St. gym here. 
Led by Ozamiz native Gerry Ca- 
van, who fired 9-of-15 from three- 
point territory, Mayor Reynaldo 


Hoops in QC lures big cast 


HOOPS IN QC, recently at Our Lady 
‘of Mercy School along Common- 
wealth Ave. drew a record number of 
participants from nearby subdi 
sions and schools. Growee Hoops 
School wil be at the Meralco Gym, 9- 
11 am., staring Apri 3. HOOPS is 


Gaona elass tennis acilan ai he 


;Champlonship | 


Parojinog’s Cotta Shrine cagers 
raced to a 29-16 lead after 10 min- 
utes and never looked back in their 
first outing. 

Cavan, a transferee from liigan, 
also had two rebounds, two steals 
and two assists but it was Billy Ban- 
sil who gamered best player of the 
game honors with 14 points and 14 


founded by former PBL Commis- 
sioner Charlie Favis and Bobby 
Parks, is co-sponsored by PCSO, Ac- 
cel, Spalding, Sunbolt, Massimo, and 
Konka. Call 687-4364, 687-2025 and 
6688-0167 for detas. Registration fee 
Is P1,500 for seven sessions. 


rebounds, plus five assists, two 
steals and a block. 

Despite the arrival from Indone- 
sia of ace gunner Peter Naron, the 
Explorers of Mayor Sammy Co did 
mot have enough firepower to 
match Ozamiz, which also paraded 
former Talk 'N Text player Allan 
Salangsang, 


Summer tour 
THE COUNTRY'S PROMISING 
dns showcase their talent and sits 
‘when action in taekwondo compe- 
tions of the SM summer tour 
| Mois off Apr 3-4 at SM North Ed- 
| sa Taekwondo s just one of the 
4 featured events in this year's sum- 
| mer sports creat put up by he 
! SM chain of malis in its effort to 
| contribute to the country’s sports 
| programs. 


Kalikasan fun 


PAMPERED. 


One word that keeps the top juniors the world 

E over coming to Manta for the Mitsubishi Lancer 
International Juniors Tennis Championships, 
now on its 17th edition at the Rizal Memorial 
Tennis Center. 


Not only the participants are given tull 
hospitality — free hotel accommodations with 
their coach, as long as they are playing, plus 
food allowances, as well as free transportation 
from the hotel to the venue -- but also are 
treated with such amenities as breaklast on 
‘opening day and lunch bulfet on the final day. 


But what the boys and giris, especially the 
"Balik-Lancers." are keenly anticipating ís the 

| Fellowship Night where participants, their 

|. coaches and guests are treated to a "sott" 
Right of music, food, games and ratlles. Prizes 
are also giver to thë game winners and the 
rattie. 


Sanam Singh of India, who i 


third Mitsubishi Lancer tourney, is hoping that * 
he will finally bring home the bacon this year. 


Singh. the International Tennis Federation's 
No. 5 player from Chandigargh, india, has 
been at |t since the 15th edition of the 
tournament. He was a mere qualifier in 2004 
eventually losing in his first round match in the 
main draw. 4 
Iti play well, | can win this tournament." said 
Singh, who started playing the sport when he 
was eight years old and lost in the round-ot- « 
6 singles last year but was rewarded with the 
doubles championship with compatnot Vivek $ 
Shokeen. They beat the pair of Lee-Liewellyn, 
6-7 (6), 6-1, 64. 


Singh said that aside from the hospitality, he $ 
‘enjoys playing in Manila where he is truly 3 
comfortable. 


“Compared o Mania. Ya cimata 
vary hot in Bangrok and fm more d 
Corlonabie payeg m cooler crates. A 


is playing In his | hope to do well here,” Singh bared "eer | 


bike April 30 


THE KALIKASAN FUN BIKE WILL ONCE AGAIN 
run through the streets of Metro Manila in its 
fourth staging on April 30 from 6-10 a.m. 

‘Starting point of the event supported by ABS- 
CENS Bantay Kalikasan will be the CCP Complex 
wherein a special program and raffle prizes will be 
held right after the fun bike. Special entertain- 
ment numbers will be given by guests celebrities 
in the event which is a continuous advocacy of 
APL Advertsing to promote environmental pro- 
tection and cyding as an alternative means of 
transportation and healthy sports. 

More than 3,000 cyclists from Metro Manila 
and Luzon are expected to join. 

Hitachi Air Conditioners, ACCEL, DENR, 
DZMM, San Miguel Corp., VIVA Mineral Water, 
MP | Red Bull, Don Antonio Pizza, and 
Moon Dish are the other bakcers. For sponsorship, 

, and information, call APL Advertising 
at 7422587 or e-mail ap|_events@yahoo.com. 


HE BEGAN HIS BENEVOLENCE, 
no, better yet, philanthropic ways, 
in the recent SEA Games. 

Not many knew about it but it 
was Ricky Razon who virually 
single-handedly bankrolled our 
hosting the SEA Games golf com- 
petitions. He did it quietly No 
fils. No nothing. 

No les than Benny Gopez, 
then president of the organizing 
National Golf Association of the 
Philippines, in a TV interview over 
‘ABCS acknowledged Razon's stu- 
pendous help. 

“1 cannot thank Mr. Razon 
enough for his huge help that en- 
sured not only the success of the. 
golf competitions but also the vic- 
tory of our golfers; said Gopez 
moments after we swept the indi- 
vidual and team gold medals in 
men's play to add to our silver-sil- 
ver finish in women's competi- 
tion. 

Based on a ballpark figure, Ra- 
zon must have shelled out no less 
than P3 million in training, hous- 
ing, food and transportation ex- 
penses for our two national teams 
in the SEA Games. And this is not 
to mention Ricky shouldering the 
food requirements of almost ev- 
erybody involved during the com- 
petits at The Counoy Club, 
venue of the SEA Games event. 

“Amazingly, Razon did what he 
dd, well, just for the love of the 
game; his departed father was a 
rabid golfer: Ricky himself is a sin- 
gle digit handicap. 

* will salute Mc Razon forev- 
ex” said Vice Adm Louie Feman- 
dez, the erscwhile NGAP secretary 
general, who had been the dosest 
NGAP man to Razon before, dur- 
ing and even after the SEA 
Games. “His unselfish stance t0- 
wards golfis one of a kind. And he 
isa gentleman of the first order” 

And just when everybody 
thought Razon, who also hosts the 
yearly Razon Cup at The Country 
Club that gives the winner a mil- 
lion bucks, was through with golf 
sponsorships in the amateur back- 
yard, the ICTS! top honcho re- 
tums—again, with a big bang. 

Barely a month after the SEA 
Games, Razon committed himself 
to financing the training of our na- 
tional golf pool. 

‘Thus, beginning last January, 
Razon had 10 male and 10 female 
golfers, many of them junior 
golfers, housed somewhere in La- 


Se 


ALS. 
Mend 


guna not far from The Country 
Chub. They wall undergo the most 
exhaustive training ever under 
NGAPappointed coaches Bong 

Lopez and Chris Guerrero, with | 
the tireless Nestor Mendoza as 
Razon’s conduit to the NGAP un- 
der newly elected president Lamy 
Mendoza. 

‘Among the newcomers in the 
pool are Mia Piccio of Bacolod and 
‘other jungolfrs of note, including 
Dottie Ardina, Cyna Rodriguez 
and recently-crowned Philippine 
Ladies Open champion Debbie de 
Villa, 

1 like the fist rule on training 
crafted by Bong Lopez: Parents of 
jungolles are ofFlimits to the 
goes quarters and taining 
venues like The County Club, Mt. 
Malarayat and Canlubang. That 
should give our hopefuls a much- 
needed distraction free training—a 
first in the nations golf history. 

Speaking of courses, may the 
others also allow their layouts free 
use of our national training pool 
members? 

Range that against Ricky Ra- 
zonis exremely remarkable ef- 
fons in supporting golf which 
would extend up to the Asian 
Games in Doha, Qatar, in Decem- 
bez that be just peanuts. 

TF there must be a Razon, there 
must also be cooperation from ev- 
'erybody to bring back that elusive 
golf renaissance we've been all 
harking about all these years. 


FASTBREAK. Rod Feliciano's 
NGAPorganized DHL-WWWEX- 
press Golf Championship at Can 
lubang, now on its 11th year, has 
now become truly intemational, 
what with a foreign fied of 23 in 
attendance coming from Singa- 
pore, South Korea and Vienam. 
‘The event, drawing nearly 120 
male and female participants, 
now ranks as one of the majors in 
amateur golf in South East Asia. 
Cheers! 
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Wedding halts 
network wars 


| PIA Guanio: 
Nothing 
between me 
and Vic Sotto. 


‘We simply grew apart’ 


Marinel R. Cruz 


"THERE'S NO THIRD PARTY IN- 
volved. We simply grew apart. I 
guess its because we're of two 
different worlds,” said TV host 
and commercial model Pia 
Guanio of her recent breakup 
with Mike Jacob, her boyfriend of 
seven years. 

Pia is host of programs “Eat... 
Bulaga!” and "S-Files" on GMA 
7, while Mike, younger brother 


Rustom denies hiding a Benz 


of former swimmer and TV host 
Christie Jacob, works as a 
stockbroker. 

The normally accommod 
ing Pia tried to dodge entertai 
ment reporters who attended 
the thanksgiving party of GMA 
7's noontime show “Eat Bula- 
gal” at the Le Pavillon in Pasay 
City recently 

When she relented, it was just 
to say, "I thought about it a one 


WESIMPLY| 2-6 


By Nini Valera 


THE NETWORK WARS STOPPED 
momentarily as ABS-CBN star 
Claudine Barretto and GMA 7 
contract artist Raymart Santiago 
walked down the aisle at the golf 
course in Tagaytay Highlands on 
Monday. 

“Top executives of both networks 
were paired with each other in the 
parade of sponsors: ABS-CBN's 
Gabby Lopez walked with GMA 7s 
Wilma Galvante; Felipe Gozum 
with Malu Santos; Charo Santos- 
Concio with Jimmy Duavit, among 
others. 

But the most applauded duo 
were Star Magic's Johnny Mana- 
han and Dr. Vicki Belo. 

Resplendent in a suit and look- 
ing very dignified, Manahan's rare 
appearance in formal garb amused 
the stars whose careers he helped 
shaped. 

No one, however, could out- 
shine the bride. 

Clinging to her father Miguel's 
arm, Claudine looked every inch 
like an ethereal goddess in her 
gown by Randy Ortiz. 


Magical 

These were just some of the 
magical scenes recounted to In- 
(quater Entertainment by Star Mag- 
ic manager Rikka Dylim. 

“They got their wish for a 
solemn wedding" said Dylim, 
Claudine's longtime friend and tal- 
ent manager. 

A drizzle stalled the ceremony 
for about 10 minutes. But after the 
shower, everything else went on 


smoothly, recounted Dylim. 

“The ceremony was short, bare- 
Iyan hour" Dylim added. 

Raymart cried when he read his 
vows. He explained later that his 
parents Pablo and Cielito Santiago 
had exchanged vows on the same 
date 40 years ago. 

Claudine also cried when she 
read her vows, said Dylim. 

As if on cue, soft rain fell again 
shortly after Raymart and Clau- 
dine were pronounced man and 
wife. 


Tent party 

The wedding guests partied in- 
side the tents set up near the club- 
house. Main catering was by Gaita 
Forres, and Hizon’s laid out a 
dessert buffet that featured a 
chocolate fountain. 

Gary Valenciano sang “The 
Prayer” during the ceremonies. 
Kuh Ledesma sang “Evergreen” 
during the reception. Piolo Pascual 
sang "My Gift.” 

Randy Santiago, Raymart’ old- 
er brother, and Agot Isidro emceed 
a short program during the recep- 
tion. The youngest couple and the 
oldest couple were picked out from 
among the guests. Willie Revillame 
and Liz Almora were the youngest 
couple; a Japanese pair was named 
oldest couple. 

Single men and women partici- 
pated in a game in which each one. 
ended up with a Timex watch—a 
reminder that they didn’t have all 
the time in the world to look for 
partners. 

But for Claudine and Raymart, 
the search was over. 


nvm 


‘Sexiest Woman’ 


NEW YORK—SCARLETT JOHANS- 
son, 21-year-old star of “Lost in 
Translation," tops a lovely list of the 
7100 Sexiest Women in the World,” 
in a poll of readers of FHM maga- 
zine. 

Angelina Jolie is No. 2, followed 
by Jessica Alba, Jessica Simpson; 
Keira Knightley, Halle Berry, Jenny 
McCarthy, Maria Sharapova, Car- 

| men Electra and Teri Hatcher. AP 


IEAS ATGE OBO 
METROPOLI dk 
se tial 

T: Moments of Love 


2: Basic Instinct 2 
3: Venom 


4 Ice Age 2 


preme Fondy Doj ot Stl 


aE 
Te No 7268150 


T: Basic Instinct 2 
2: Soon To Open 
3: Moments of Love 


4 Ey Ty Sup Coat Eray Fa Lim Ae Banas al Cata LB ovata fA 


"ny ar Lose Evry Feo Sc Carey Wa KI Wares tog 
Gong Figen tor o 2 Cot Ar ab Per 29 args Mt 
rr Maa 7) Conter For op aor 2. o 23 bat 2) Suma Ec. 


PRS A, 


Get your application forms at the Glorietta Customer Service Booth 
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Friends from US trying to collect $42,458 


By Nini Valera 


RUSTOM PADILLA, THE “PINOY BIG 
Brother Celebrity Edition” housemate 
who opted for a voluntary exit from 
the show last week, said his leaving 
had nothing to do with a letter of de- 
mand from a Fil-Am couple asking 
him to settle an alleged debt. 

‘The couple, Julius and Bennie Es- 
pina of Woodland Hills, Califor- 
nia, are collecting $42,458 for 
a Mercedes Benz car that the 
actor had bought in the 
United States using the cou- 
ple's credit line. 

They asked National Bu- 
reau of Investigation Spe. 
cial Task Force Chief Reynal 
do Esmeraldo to deliver the 
demand letter on March 14 to 
Rustom, who was still inside the 
PBB house at the time. 


Cut off 
Rustom, 38, left 
“PBB” on March 23. 


Gateway Aimar GarmersPlaxa 


Ui 


Before his exit, hehad RUSTOM Padilla 


been cut off from all communication 
with people outside the house. This is 
one of the rules of the show, which puts 
together 12 people under one roof and 
broadcasts their life together. 

Esmeraldo said the Espinas were his 

personal friends. In their leuter, the cou- 
ple asked Rustom to return the car or 
inform them ofits whereabouts so they 
could in turn respond to a demand let- 
ter from Chase Auto Fi- 

nance. 

Rustom’s ^ counsel 
Edgar Allan Morante 
said ina statement that. 
Rustom had asked the 
lawfirm, Cayton, Pe- 
falosa & Manzano to 
draft a Memorandum 
of Agreement to settle 

the loan on Sept. 8 and 

Sept. 21 last year. 

Morante said the 

MOA had been sent 

to the Espinas, who 

responded that they 
would consult their 
own lawyer. He said 


he had not heard from the couple 
since. 

Rustom refused to discuss the situa- 
tion, saying that he loved the Espinas 
with whom he stayed in the United 
States in 2004 and 2005. 

“Whatever misunderstanding we 
have is between us,” he said. “I don't 
want to talk about it. I don't want to ex- 
plain. I don’t want them to get hurt or 
anybody to get hurt. 1 know that we 
can settle this among ourselves.” 

But he stressed that he was not hid- 
ing from them, or hiding the car. 

{have no plans of hiding the car” he 
said. “I don't want to elaborate, either” 

Morante said that all correspon- 
dence between Rustom and 
pinas are now being prepared "to settle 
the issue in accordance with the law.” 
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HAIR LOSS? 
Never Again! 


FORYOUR FALLING HAIR 


Get Hair Reinforcer Ultra-Remedy 


Are your hair strands falling at an alarming rate? Do you see more and more of them 
on your pillow, on your brush or on your hand when you shampoo! End your excessive 
falling hair problem with professional help from Svenson International. Our Hair 
Reinforcer Ultra-Remedy will strengthen your brittle strands, protect your hair from 
severe shedding and maintain its naturally lush look. 


129/300! $10 
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Watch Ice Age 2: The Meltdown 
from March 29 to April 4 and get a 
FREE Monte Vista and Makiling Highlands VIP Card 
for every two (2) ticket purchase 
This promo is available at the following branches: 
Sm Cinema Bacoor, Batangas, Bicutan, Dasmariñas, Fairview, Lucena 


"Manil, Megamall , Mono, North EDSA, Son Lazaro, Sta. Mesa 
ta. Rese, Southmall, Sucat and Valenzuela and The Podium Cinema. 
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treat on your 2nd ticket! 
Starts on March 15 to April 30, 2006 
Mondays to Thursdays 
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Rufa Mae's tears not just for Duncan 


RUFA MAE QUINTO COULDN'T HOLD BACK 
her tears on *S.O.P" last Sunday when asked 
for her "farewell" message to South Border. 
The band is touring the US for several 
months. Rufa is being linked to vocalist Dun- 
can Ramos. 

asked why she cried. She said, “I will real- 
ly miss them. But I'm happy for them. They 
deserve this big break. We're all very close, in- 
cluding their wives. We were together last 
Christmas and New Years Eve. When my 
mom was hospitalized, and then me, too, they 
were the first ones to rush over.” 

So it’s not just because of Duncan? 

"Ifnotfor Dunx, I won't get to meet the rest 
ofthe band. He's the one closest to me, but for 
so many reasons, di pwedeng maging kami. We 
are happy with the way things are,” said Ms 
Bombshell 
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Heard that Marvin Agustin's rumored girl- 
friend/model Lani Pillinger is wary that Mar- 
vs is again being paired with Jolina Magdan- 
gal. Lani is the pretty girl in the Nescafé ad 
with Hale. She has no reason to be jealous be- 
cause Jolens has a boyfriend (Bebong 
Muñoz). Perhaps she's just a bit envious of 
the amount of time that Marvs has to spend 
with Jolens shooting their movie/soap. 

Heard that before joining "Pinoy Big Broth- 
ex” Uma Khouny applied to be one of the 
hosts of the now defunct show “Out?” Since 
that show had catered to the third sex, could 
the talks about Uma's being gay turn out to be 
true after all? 

What an uncanny coincidence that Clau- 
dine Barretto and Raymart Santiago's wed- 
ding was held 2 days before Rico Yan's 4th 
death anniversary. Pastis past. But somehow 

previous relation- 
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Star texts 

ITEXTED my kumare 
Lorna Tolentino to 
check on the condi- 
tion of Rudy Fernan- 
dez: "Hes getting 
better. Still recuper- 
ating. Thanks for 
your prayers.” 

From Suzie Entra- 
ta-Abrera: “Gave 
birth on March 27 to 
a girl. Paolo and T 
named her Maria An- 
tonella. * Our tiny 
princess weighed 
5.15 lbs. What a 
blessing!" 

I texted Alfred 
Vargas to ask about 
the real score be- 
tween him and LI 
Reyes. He texted 
back: "As show biz as 
this sounds, we're 
just friends.” 


Echo's Scents 

IT WAS a delight to 
be at Natasha's raffle 
draw im Megamall 
Cinema 2 for Jericho 
Rosales’ line of fra- 
grances. The place 
was packed. 10 lucky 
"Echonians" won all- 
expenses paid trips 
for two to Boracay. 
Echo gamely sere- 
naded his adoring 
fans and brought the 
house down with his 
punch lines. lt was 
my first time to 
watch him live, I 
didnt know he had 
the gift of gab. Echo 
ought to host a talk 
show aside from his 
telefantasya to show 
off his bubbly side. 
Hes got different 
scents to match his 


Tuco 


various — moods— 
Pipe Line, Fin Throw, 
Reefbreak, — Apex, 


ATTRACTIO 


Torque and Turbo 
charge. And of 
course the sweet 
smell of success. 


Viktoria's back 
AFTER winning a 
gold at the 23rd SEA 
Games, MTV Queen 
Viktoria is back with 
a new music video 
for her latest single 
“Nalalasing.” She 
teamed up with 
heartthrob Rich Ver- 
gara in the sizzling 
Video, a track from 
her newalbum “Here 
to Stay" 

Viktoria de 
scribes her new al- 
bum as less elec: 
tronic. “It's raw, 
sweet & honest. 
Most of the songs 
were written when! 
had no access to my 
keyboards. | was 
traveling a lot with 
just my guitar.” 


‘Alaala’ 

“ALAALA,” a 
raising concert for 
St. Bernard, Gin- 
saugon Leyte, will be 
held on April 7 Pri- 
day, 7 p.m. at Merk's, 
Level 3, Greenbelt 3, 
Makati), Featured 
artists are Noel Ca- 
bangon, Pilita 
Corales, Toti 
Fuentes, Jacqui 
Magno, Richard 
Merk, Luke Mejares 
and Vernie Varga. 
Call 757-4720 to 21, 


fund 


(E-mail watering- 
holeshangrila@ya- 
hoo.com.) 
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i P series that Simon Cowell, the day “You can be 2 years old, & "s 13? Together, “Eleven” and 
Simon’s new Show — 775.7, judge on Fors 100 years old. You can be the Ocean's 13 "Ocean's Twelve" earned more 
LOS ANGELES—SINGERS, CO- ‘American Idol,” is producing for next Destiny's Child, Jackson 5 OSANGHIES GEORGECLOONEY than $800 million worldwide. 

medians, jugglers, animal acts NBC. or David Copperfield. This and Brad Pitt are pairing up anew Producer Jerry Weintraub 
and anyone else hungry for star- All are eligible to try for the show is literally open to any, for"Ocean's18,"thethire moviein would divulge only one “secret” 
dom will be welcome on ‘Ameri- $1 million prize, he told a tele- body.” AP the successful crime film franchise of the new movie: "There's going 
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*Silver: 


compositions include "Be My La- 
dy" “Forever's Not Enough,” 
“How Could You Say You 
Love Me,” "From the Star" 
“Isang Lahi,” "Mula Sa Puso,” 
“Sana Kahit Minsan,” “Sim- 
ple Lang,” "Di Bat Ikaw 


Paano Kaya,” “Dahil Tanging Ikaw," 


Suow 
TiME 


and “Wala Na Bang Pag-Ibig." 

These songs were popularized by some. 
of the biggest names in the industry. 
On May 26 at the Araneta Colise- 
um, these songs will be per- 
formed by today's popular 
artists in a special fund-raising 
concert, “Silver: Songs of 
Vehnee Saturno." 

Celebrating the compos- 
er's 25th anniversary in the music in- 


The Songs of Vehnee Saturno' 


VEHNEE SATURNO IS ONE OF THE 
country’s best and most successful 
contemporary songwriters. His hit 


O'Neal Productions present American 
balladeer Rex Smith in what is billed 
as an "intimate" concert on Sunday, at 
9:30pm. 

Smith last visited the country in 
2002 for a two-night Valentine show 
at the Araneta Coliseum. 

Call 893-4661 to 64. 


Mega repeat 
SHARON Cuneta's "My Mega Valen- 


FROM left, Mark Bautist 
Fernandez and Chin Alc: 


dustry the concert will also 
benefit the Sta. Maria Goretti 
Parish within the Pope Pius XII 
Catholic Center in Manila. 
Main performers are Jay-R, 
Rachelle Ann Go, Merk 
Bautista and Juris Fernandez 
and Chin Alcantara of MYMP 
Guests are Jaya, Ella Mae 
Saison, The CompanY and 
Martin Nievera. Call 911-5555. 


Rex Smith 


at Hard Reck 
HARD ROCK Café and Steve 


tine" concert at the Araneta Coliseum 
will have a repeat tomorrow, 8 p.m. 

She will have the same array of spe- 
cial guests—Kuh Ledesma, Christo- 
pher de Leon, Christian Bautista, 
Noelle Cassandra and Martin Nievera. 
Louie Ocampo is the musical director, 
and Johnny Manahan is stage direc- 
tor, 

Call 911-5555 or 8151953. 


Tonight 
DJ Tiësto at the Philippine Interna- 
tional Convention Center with DJ 
Manolet “Mano” Dario; 10 p.m. 
Margie Floirendo, Maan Hon- 


Tomorrow 
CONNER) Raymond | Laucheny 
GREENHILLS CINEMAS 


co's "Classic Romance" 


peat concert at the Mud 
Museum wih Ayd 
VERE; 


tiveros, Carmita Franci| 
Romualdez in the muj 
Still Hot" at Teatrin 
Shopping Center. Call 8 
Ogie Alcasid at Bagabl 
Mocha at Tavern on t 
Moments at RJ Guitay 
Acoustic Jive at Merk 
Brownman Revival’ 
Place Manila 
Sitti Navarro at Mani 
Boulvar Lounge 
Brownman Revival'a 
Place Manila 
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GLOMELTA 1&4. GREENBELI 1&3. POWEHPLANI. Shangri-La. Gateway. Festival. Alabang lown. 
Robinson's (ERMITA, GALLERIA, METROEAST, PIONEER, NOVALICHES,LETRE). CINERAMA. Goteco 
Ony. ROBEN. WalterMart MAKATI. Market-Market. EastWood. BLUEWAVE. Sta. Lucia. Starmall. ABC. 
i Mal. Greenhills, REMAR. Metropolis. Gotesco GRAND. Gotesco COMMONWEALTH. Masagana 
PASAY. (CEBU) Ayala. EMALL. Oriente. Cineplex. Cinema. (DAVAO) Gaizano. Victoria. JS. NCCC. 
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Munji-Laurel 
Menchu Lauchengco-Y| 
lo 
Margie Floirend| 
Maan Hontiveros, Carn| 
ta Francisco and Nina R' 
mualdez in the music. 
“We're Still Hot!" at Teat 
‘Jologs’ s 
with 4 
THE FIRST TIME WE 
watched Channel 7's new 
show, "Jologs" (Sundays, 
7 pm), we didn’t get 
much of anything at all 
because its hosts, Ethel 
Booba,  Pekto and 
Rainier Castillo, acted 
so shrill and hyper all 
throughout. 
They seemed bent on 


establishing their creden- 
tials as jologs, when in 
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Greenbell -752 4853. from tam to 12mn 
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Laveen 


‘Alabang Town Center - 842 2782: from 10am to 8pm 
Ayala Center Cebu -(032) 231 5342 loc 324 
Market Market - 886 7518 
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BPI Installment Madness. 


Anson's Emporium Exhibit 
March 15 to 31, 2006 


March 12 to 31, 2006 
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Child Development Center of Cebu's 
Culminating Activities 
March 30, 2006 


Levi's Enginoered Freodom Park 
April 1 & 2, 2006 


ICE AGE 2: THE MELTDOWN 
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ICE AGE 2: THE MELTDOWN 


$ Ayala Museum Summer Workshop Sampler 


April 4, 2008 - Greanbell 3 Park 


VENOM 
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Repertory Philippines presents 7 NG UMAGA 
st REP Globe Thaaler- March:24 28, 28, 34, Apal 1,2, 7.8.9 
For quies, ps. cal 887-0710 
Regisiratior ia now origamo for Ayala Museüniy, 
tummar Art Festival Workshop 2008. 
For inquiries, please calt 757-1117 t2 loc 29 or visit wwii-ayalamuseum.org. 
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Just Got Bigger and Better! 


Shop in Ayak Malls using your BPI Express Credit Cord 
for a chance ts win o Nissan Patrol 4x4 in the Grond Draw 
ond fabulous prizes in the Monthly Draws. 
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st starting: 
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no, Greenhills Shopping Center. Call 
891.9999. 

Kearney Street at Tavern on the 
Square 

‘Wiseguys and Freeway at Virgin 
Café 

The CompanY at Manila Pavil- 
ion’s Boulvar Lounge 

‘April Ramos and Time Machine at 
Manila Pavilion’s Boulvar Lounge 

Jolina Magdangal at SM City 


Robinson's 


lla Pavilion's 


Manila. 


Robinson's NTwine 


resses the 


at Metro Phi Bar, 
Metrowalk Complex 


April | 

Kuh Ledesma and Bob- 
by Soul of The Platters at 
the Captain’s Bar of Man- 
darin Oriental 

Margie Floirendo, 
Maan Hontiveros, Car- 
mita Francisco and Nina 
Romualdez in the musi- 
cal, “We're Still Hot!” at 
Teatrino, Greenhills 
Shopping Center. Call 
891-9999. 


obvious— 


| sledgehammer 


fact they really didn’t 
have to, because they 
were clearly to the un- 
mannered unborn. 

The show itself was 
similarly frustrating be- 
cause it frittered away 
most of its telecast time 
in listing the major as- 
pects, indications and 
"symptoms" of being 
jologs— which viewers al- 
ready knew, anyway. 

We watched "Jologs" 
again last March 26, and 
were gratified to see that, 
while the hosts were still 
relentlessly, livid and 
over-the-top, the show 
self was more focused. 

It zeroed in on jologs” 
difficulty with, and "ter- 
ror" of, English. Its said 
that, when jologs are re- 
quired to speak English, 
they have a mental black- 
out, they gasp and stam- 
mer—and they can even 
geta nosebleed attack.” 

This is because they 
think that speaking En- 
glish is for “better” or 
more “sosyal!” people, 
and they "know" they 
don't qualify, so they get 
terribly insecure. 

All this is counterpro- 
ductive, of course, espe- 
cially since Filipinos who 
want to work abroad 
need to know English to 
get ahead. 

So, last Sunday's tele 
cast made Booba try out 
asa travel guide, Pekto as 
a hotel employee, and 
Rainier as a call center 
worker. 

Of course, they didn’t 
do well ac those unfamil- 
‘ar and English-intensive 
sobs, and the show pre- 
dicably mined their 
awkward attempts at 
speaking good English 
ior all of the bitchy hu- 
mor they had to offer. 

Still, the episode ended 
up as a positive viewing 
experience, because it did 
make the point that, bad. 
jokes aside, the issue of 
English and the Pinoy is 
an important considera- 
tion at this point of our 
contemporary history. 

In the future, however, 
we wish that the show’s 
hosts, especially the 
alarming Ethel Booba, 
zive their hysterical pro- 
rection a rest. We know 
that they're only trying to 
be freaky-funny, but their 
sledgehammer approach 
is really much too des- 
perate for comfort. 

Relax—and give your 
show a chance. 


‘My Mega Valentine’ 

SHARON QCunetds hit 

show, "My Mega Valen- 

tine” will have a repeat 

staging tomorrow at the 

Araneta Coliseum. The 
` 


VIEWFINDER 


Xd 


Nestor U. Torre 


show has a repertoire of 
love songs done the 
Louie Ocampo way 
Composers represented 
include Ryan Cayabyab, 
Ogie Alcasid, the Car- 
penters, Barry Manilow 
and Willy Cruz. 

Guests are Kuh Ledes- 
ma, Christopher de 
Leon, Christian 
Bautista, and harpist 
Noelle ^ — Cassandra. 
Johnny Manahan di- 
rects. Call 911-5555. 


Movies on HBO 
HBO screens these films 
for the month of April, so 
watch out for them: 

“Back to the Future, 
Part 2” with Michael J. 
Fox and Christopher 
Lloyd, executive-pro- 
duced by Steven Spiel- 
berg. 

"Big Fish." Will (Billy 
Crudup) attempts to re- 
connect with his father 
(Albert Finney) in his 
last days, but can discov- 
er the truths about him 
only through the recol- 
lecions of his mother 
Qessica Lange). 

“Disclosure,” with 
Michael Douglas, Demi 
Moore and Donald 
Sutherland. An exec 
tive fights for his profes- 
sional and personal life 
after he's accused of sex- 
ual harassment. 

“Lady Jane” with He- 
lena Bonham Carter as 
Lady Jane Grey, who be- 
comes the pawn in the 
plot to maintain Protes- 
tant rule in England after 
King Henry VIII's death. 

“McHale's Navy" a 
breezy comedy starring 
Tim Curry and Tom 
Arnold 

ut of Africa,” star- 
ring Meryl Streep and 
Robert Redford. 

"Surviving Picasso,” 
with Anthony Hopkins 
as Pablo Picasso, and 
Natasha McElhone as 
Francoise Gilot, his much 
younger model and mis- 
tress. 

“The First Wives Club" 
with Bette Midler, Di- 
ane Keaton and Goldie 
Hawn. 

Plus: “The Mambo 
Kings,” "The Neverend- 
ing Story 2,” “The Note- 
book" "The Stepford 
Wives,” and "Iyue Lies.” 
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been rocky for a while. "l'd go The source refused to elaborate, 
MOVIESISCHEDULESIPRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE abroad wit the cast of Eat- except to say the couple last ap. 
Bulaga! ... and never missed peared together in a family 
GALLERIĄ Mike. I figured there must be gathering on Valentine's Day. 
x something wrong.” As a result of the break-up Pia 
ICE AGE 2+ THX 6 BASIC INSTINCT 2 She added: “I'm Miss Quality is now being romantically n 
Control. Hindi pwedeng ganun- linked to her “Eat... Bulaga” $.. Loc. A 
ganun lang. For me, kapag cohostVicSotto. 
2 MOMENTS OF LOVE TINTS Boyfriend mo, dapat mami-miss — When Imumm sought Vis Acid test for Karylle 


mo maya't maya." comment, the comedian-TV host 
‘The TV host, Liana Pia Coron- said in text message: “Not true. ‘a 
3 LUCKY SLEVEN 8 SHE'S THE MAN ado Gounioin'real life, said her Jn 2003, Vie admitted going SANS OFKARYLLE AND HER BOYFRIEND 
family supported her decision. out with a model named Pia Dose D are rid about 
"My parents are always be- Cabrera. Tabloid reports say ments of Love," currently in theaters. 
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Hale Pice | Taies 1 gem 


(906 LIKE) 


ANOTAER Enso’ Dont Lire! 


BY LYRAGARCELLANO 


Hee! GET YouR 


HEAD OUT OF YouR 

TV. AND REACQUAINT 
YourseLF WITH 

.',/ THE GREAT 

- OUTDOORS! 


DIVINE COMEDY 


You WONT SEE 


T WOULD Love 
To. BUT RIGHT 
Now I'M RUN- 
NING LATE FoR 
My MEETING. 


X Promise To 
Be BACK INA 


HANG iN THeRe! 


CouPLe OF HouRS. 


ÎN THe MeANTiMe, 
‘ORDER Some TAKE- 
ON- You SHoULDN^ 
WAit oN AN EMPTY 
Srewac A 


2R] 
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HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE. 


YOU BORN TODAY: You know how to sedi 
with extreme dedication. You're so energetic ti 
Want, and you know what you think is right. A major c 


year. 


luce others with strong opinions and big ideas. You're intense and work 
hat others have trouble keeping up with you. You know what you 
change (perhaps as significant as 1997) will take place this 


Birthdate of: Norah Jones, singer; Eric Clapton, guitarist; Warren Beatty, actor. 


ARIES (March 2i to 
EN April 19): Some of you 
have increased responsi- 
ies with children 
now Nevertheless all of 
you have an opportunity to discover 
Kow you can best express your cre- 


ative talents. 
tant for you to feel good 


about your home and 


your domestic scene. This matters to 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Make im 
provements to where 
you live now. Its impor- 


you. 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): Think about 
how you can communi- 
cae to others more 


Clearly. You're bright, 


quick and clever. Make sure others 

tinderstand what you mean. 

© ‘meaningful to you. Yes, 
you need to earn your 


daily bread, bur you want to enjoy 
doing sol (And why not?) 


CANCER Qune 21 to 
July 22): You now want 
to find work that is 


DaAiLY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 

1 Light show 
source 

6 Speech 
impediments 

11 PC key 

14 Torment 

15 Pariect 

16 Konge's kid 

17 Stat of Evan 
Esar quote 

20 Coglo. sum 

21 Sushi sélection 

22 Type of ire? 

23 Pan 2 of quote 

25 More concise 

26 Most cunning 

28 Mots 

30 Last piace 

31 Not of the cioth 

32 Off-the-wal 
remark? 

36 Local pol 

37 Pan 3 of quote 

40 Horse morsel 

41 Breathe in 
sharply 

43 Was in arrears 

44 Lone Ranger's 
sidekick 

46 Aromatic 
compound 

48 Pasta toppers 

49 Atanon 

52 Pan 4 of quote 

53 Lewis Carol 
heroine 

54 Dishonorable 
man 

56 San _ Obispo 

59 End of quote 

'82 High dudgeon 

63 Actress Block 

64 German oiy 

85 Pub 

66 Long look 

67 Arests 


DOWN 

1 Type of duck? 

2 Ciuro 
medum 

3 Natural singers 

^ Performance 
enonders 

5 Scandinawan 


; 
6 Le some 

por 
7 Revered tore 


‘By Alan P. Olechwang 
Huntington Beach, CA 


8 Wimbledon 
ums 

9 Crony 

10 Cut irto thin 
eces. 

11 Ventes. 

12 Untetored 

13 Ndio siin 
[d 

18 Shpstope 

19 Poets product 

24 Como 
Used? 

25 Solare 
Suppe person 

26 Loot e 

21 “Dam 
Yankees” gal 

20 Moro ratoral 

29 Made hasie 

5 Rob or Chad 

33 Ar terminat 
pan 

34 Bespiso 

36 Pato Fiver 
poopie 

a0 Butters buys 

39 into tom 
Schedles 

42 Dove's deste 


54 Wiesen 
jeus 

55 Fulda Uibutary 

57 As previously 
sald: Lat 

58 Fedora 10s 

80 Hamin pest 

1 Pansian 
pronoun 


49 indian address 

50 Sania _, CA 

51 Yolow or Red 

52 "Die Lore 
poet 


^ 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): ies “important to 
‘narrow your focus now. 
Pull in a litte; dont 
spread your energy too 
thin. Just focus on what is already 
on your plate. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): "Increased 
solitude will help you to 
Sort out some important 
changes that await you 

in the next few years. Your first step 

is to get rid of whatever you no 


longer need. 
your life now? Your abil 


2 ky to work with groups 


and friends will be majorly tested 
this year. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): How can you i 
dude others more 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): At this time in. 
your life, you see more 
Clearly what is working 
and what is not. Once 
you are able to deter 

mine what is not working, be swift 

to move on! 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): This is most. 
definitely a time of 
preparation for you. The 
goals that you seek to 
accomplish are within 

your grasp now. Lay the groundwork 

So that you're ready for them in two 

years. 

> others are now dimin- 
ished, your own inde- 
'ndence is being test- 


ed. You can handle this. You're a de- 
termined perfectionist who is ex- 


tremely capable 
e wn “independence. 

You're starting 1o focus 
on your exernal world now. Some 
Gf jou are breaking free from rela- 
fonnis. Al of you are going 
Places 

helmed, but you can 

Randle ali the responsi- 


bilities that you now 


bear This isa time of hard work, and 
hard work always brings its own 
payoff. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): Because 
some resources from 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): Don't be afraid 
1o take charge of your 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): At times, 
you, might feel, over 


ALAM MONG 
TUMATANDA 
KA NA KUNG 
MAHILIG KA 
NA MAGBASA 
NG BIBLE 


MIKROKOSMOS 


miko, MAG-ARAL KA NA! 
SANANG LANG Yale ULO 
Mo KUNG GAGAWIN MO 


Lane PATUBUAN Ne puak!) Al 


kafo sigue, ITAY, 


MAPALAS KAYO MAG- 
RAL NUNG BINATA 
Kayo Ano? 


SYENPRE: 


SA DAMI NG INARAL 
N'Yo, MUKHANG HINDI 
NYo NAMAN PINATUBO 


THAT ON AN? 
NATURE SHOW. 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


ANG BUHOK NYo! 


KIKO MACHINE 


LOVEKNOTS 


LAND ROCKED HIM 
BACK AND FORTH, 
BACK ANP FORTH, 


ELL LOVE YOU 
FOREVER TU LIKE Y] 
FOR ALWAYS. 

AS LONG AS TM LIVING, 


maxaxamr mo AX 
TWATAGURIANG THREE 
SIGNS WG HEALTH HAIR ~ 
Ut SA LAMBOT, HAYCP 
‘SA SHINE, AT BUHAY 
HA BUHAY! 02..02- 


BY MANIX ABRERA 


PR PUK: Dina Ran SR 
MYA KELANIEAN TOT MATAGA 
MA Raw Bumpy NA BUHAY 
BUHOK NYA.. PAGTINGIN 
Ko me’ ECOSYSTEM NGA Pun: J || 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


Oy, JENI BUMIBIL KA 
A PA DA NÊ Seve) 


JANG MAHAL NA KASI 
yé 


DYARYD 7 NAGTLTIPID 
: Ro KUNE MAY 


Yan ANG 
td 
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Michael V has three kids, but guess who 
has the most action figures and model kits? 


By Marinel R. Cruz 
Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan 


ICHAEL V TAKES PLEASURE IN EACH OF 
the many roles he plays. 


He isa husband and the father of three kids. He is the host of two 
top-rating shows on GMA 7 ("Bubble Gang” and "Bitoy's Funniest"). 
He is a product endorser. He is a sculptor and a sports enthusiast. 

During this visit to his three- 
story home in Quezon City 
Michael V fondly known as Bitoy, 
plays escort to Inquinen Entertain- 
ment, ushering us into rooms 
where he keeps his favorite 
things. 

One such room on the second 
floor is what he calls the family 
work area. It holds the comedi- 
an’s shoe, bag and hat collections. 
Italso has Bitoy's Macintosh com- 
puter and other gadgets. “It pays 
that we have this kind of room. 
This is my office," Bitoy says, 
“and also the kids’ homework 
area.” 

Displayed in another room, on 
the third floor, is Bitoy's collec- 
tion of his favorite DVDs. “Lahat 
‘yan hindi pirata!" he points out. 

Also in here are Bitoys rare 
toys, like his Todd McFarlane col 
lection and Darth Vader 
lightsabers, bought in Japan. “I 
have action figures, too. The Ter- 
minator is my all-time favorite 
[Arnold] Schwarzenegger char- 
acter," he says with enthusiasm. 

Unfortunately, Bitoy says, his 
costumes and collection of wigs 
are stored on the set of “Bubble 
Gang,” in Makati City. He plays 
female characters in the long- 
running gag show. 

“The trick is to wear something 
that will make you look like a real 
woman. In ‘Bubble Gang; we 
play real women, not gay charac- 
ters. May pinaggagayahan talaga 
kaming mga babae. it’s important 
that the audience believes you're 
really female." 


TOYS 

"Tm a collector of Todd MeFar- 
lane toys. He's the comic book 
artist who created the character 
Spawn. He's one of the finest toy 
makers around (shows a McFar- 
Jane dragon sculpture). Look 
how detailed this is. Have you ev- 
er seen anything like it? Look at 
the scales! He's really good. 

“For a time, I was into model 
Kits. 1 first assembled the Preda- 
tor, then Terminator. l'm now into 
sculpting, 

“I have action figures, too. Hell 
Boy is one of my favorite comic 
characters. And because I collect 
Frank Miller's Sin City I got Marv. 
1 bought Charlie—Johinny Depp's 
character in the ‘Chocolate Facto- 
rj movie—because hes my 
daughter's favorite. 

“Pm a big ‘Matrix’ fan, hence, 
the Neo, Morpheus and Trinity 


N 


INararemood 


BESTSELLERS for Bitoy 
A 


action figures. 1 bought ‘Small- 
ville characters for my wife. also 
collect anything that’s related to 
Darth Vader, like — these 
lightsabers that T found in 
Japan.” 


DVDs 


“I have the complete collection 
ofthe ‘Matrix’ series. Terminator’ 
is my favorite FX movie, For me, 
the "Wedding Singer is Adam 
Sandler’s finest movie so far, Jim 
Carey is at his best in ‘Liat! Liar!” 
Nakakatawa at nakakaiyak at the 
same time.” 


SHOES 

"I'm a sneakers guy. Maybe 
because when I was still 
young, I couldn't afford 
them. 1 own a lot of Nike 
Free rubber shoes. I think 
lhave a bone spur It 
hurts when I walkso1 f h 
need lightweight "Pl that’s important. As 
footwear] bought my. 8-7 for the prize, it 
first pai in Malaysia, THE PRECIOUS Omega doesn't really matter. 
After using it several if they're inexpensive 
times, my muscles strengthened, 45 long as they're comfortable. 
Since then, I buy every time Nike Just don't buy pirated wares. 
markets a new model. Niloloko mo lang ang sarili mo. 

T don't own a lot of formal Buyanameless pair if you must.” 
footwear. But I make sure I have 
stuff here that I could use. Tlike CAPS 
Wade Shoes. The designs are , “One of these caps was a gift 
good and prices are competitive. from by {novelty singer] April 
Own a pair of rubber shoes for ‘Boy’ Regino. He was one of my 
ach sport Tm into, like bad. guests on [the nowdefunil 
minton, basketball, boxing, ten. Celebrity Turns? I dared him to 
nis and, just recently, golf give the cap he was wearing to 

me. He's known for handing out 


"p also own kung fu shoes 
(shows his Nike Air Zoom KF) locally made baseball caps to his 
fons. This ome, he said he got 


and cycling shoes (black-silver 
Nike Altea If). Pm not into kung from a friend abroad. 


fu or cycling. 1 just use them for 
going out. Cross trainers work for 
almost all kinds of sports. I own a 
couple of pairs. 

"f don't consider myself a col- 
lector of shoes. Mahilig lang tala- 
ga. 1 don't wait for a particular 

model, unlike Antonio Aqui- 

tania (‘Bubble Gang” 

mainstay). He doesn't 

care how much it 
costs. 

“When I buy shoes, 

j I try them on first; 


(is 


eu 


RENE 
as ae 


THAT'S a neat way tostore’em. 


HE has a complete " Matrix" series ... and much much more. 
A x 
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"HANE you seen anything like this McFarlane dragon?" 


"Dices Clothing provides 
most of my caps. I have with me 
caps that are not yet released in 
the local market. One is the pro- 
totype of the original Dickies cap 
released for the Nasdaq recently. 1 
also own a lot of caps featuring 
my favorite comic book super- 
heroes like The Flash, Green 
Lantern, Batman and Superman. 


ACCESSORIES 

“I get my accessories from 
Charms and Crystals. don't real- 
ly believe that crystals could 
change the way people live their 
lives. Ies just that I've been look- 
ing for the perfect accessories for 
along time now. 

“Tm really not a collector of 
watches, but theres this one 
watch that 1 got interested in af- 
ter I saw its ad in a magazine. It’s 
an Omega special Philippine edi- 
tion watch. Omega came up with 
only 100 pieces. The magazine I 
was reading at the time was al- 
ready two months old. 1 didn't 
think 1 could still find one until I 
chanced upon a watch shop in 
Greenhills. 1 was proud to find 
out that the one I bought was the 
first piece of the 100. 

“My Technomarine watch was 
a gift from the director of Joy Ul- 
tra, Which 1 endorse. 1 use this 
mostly para magpapogi, na hindi 
ko naman alam kung effective sa. 
akin. 

"Before I acquired these time- 
pieces, I was amazed by the tech- 
nology of Seiko. 1 bought two 
Seiko kinetic and auto relay 
"watches. Watches like these are 
powered by motion. Its a tech- 
nology that translates every 
movement of the watch into elec. 
tricity. 

"I got a Luminox watch from 
my wife's cousin who lives in 
Japan. They say this is the watch 
that the Navy Seals use." 


SHIRTS AND PANTS 

“When {find a style that like, T 
buy them in all the colors avail 
able. The most recent brands that 
1 remember buying were Celio 
and Giordano. 1 liked Giordano's 
slim-fit shirt so 1 bought five 
pieces in different colors. 

"Dickies Clothing provide most 
of the shirts and pants I wear on 
my TV shows. Dickies jeans are 
very comfortable.” 


BAGS 

"Ive always believed that 
there's one backpack for all my 
expectans. Because of my 
search for that ultimate back- 
pack, ang dami ko nang nabili 

"Right now, I'm addicted to 
Hedgren bags. There's this one 


QUEST for the ultimate backpack. 


particular Hedgren that I like be- 
cause its main compartment is 
found on the rear side. This is 
how it should be. Hindi ka na 
mananakawan. 1 also like sling 
bags. They re trendy; they're easy 
touse. 

“I own a laptop bag from Bub- 
ble-B. This is a gift from my wife's 
cousin whom we visited in Japan. 
When this brand first came out 
here, it was worth P20,000. Then 
Rustan's released it for half the 
price. This is really for electronic 
equipment like laptops. It's heavy, 
but sturdy. 

"Um curently using a 
Columbia backpack. Its so light 
that it practically weighs nothing. 
The only weight you'll feel is 
those of the stuff you put inside.” 


JACKETS 

“This black pack-able jacket is 
from the brand Columbia. It's so 
light. Mountain climbers use 
them. Ies made from the materi- 
als used for tents. 1 also bought 
several pants from Columbia. Its 
great for travel. 

“I fell in love with this Dickies 
jacket the first time I saw it. Lre- 
membered the movie ‘Kill Bill’ 
‘This is Dickies! bestseller. Aside 
from the yellow version, 1 also 
have itin gray, red and blue. 

“I have jackets for when I ride 
my motorbike. They're from 
Komine. You should protect your- 
self when you're riding a bike, 
kahit sa malapitang byahe lang. 


goose n 
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«Laban, laban 
sa Petron Rev-X! 


Finance seeks repeal of 40 tax perks laws. 


j Figures that matter in our nation's life 


' Diesel gets lion’s share in RP’s decreased demand ' 


| for petroleum products in 2005 


| 


Gov't loses P300B a year 
due to granting of incentives 


By Michelle V. Remo and Doris C. Dumlao 


THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE SAID IT WOULD LOBBY FORTHE 
passage of its own version of a fiscal incentives rationalization plan 
with a potential of generating P10.3 billion in annual savings forthe 


national government. 

A finance official said the savings would 
come from the proposed repeal of 40 laws 
that currently grant various fiscal incentives 
Such as tax and duty exemptions to different 
industries. 

The Lower House has already passed its 
‘own version of the fiscal rationalization bill, 
which only seeks to repeal 17 laws. 

The version adopted by the House of Rep- 
resentatives was almost similar to that being 
pushed by the Board of Investments (BOI). 
‘The BOI estimated that its version of the fiscal 


ALLOTS P100M FOR RP-PALAU ROUTE 
Asian Spirit goes international 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


NICHE AIR CARRIER ASIAN 
Spirit will begin regular commer- 
cial flights to the Pacific resort is- 
land of Palau next week, commit- 
ting to invest P100 million to de- 
velop the route 

4 The thrice a week Manila- 
Davao-Palau route is Asian Spir- 
it's first venture into international 
flight operations. 

Ina briefing, Asian Spirit chair 


P d 


Y Autohaus BMW 184 E. Roóner J. rene, Lbs, Quan Cty + Te 102) 6380734 Fn (2) 
Fon 72 «Kass BMW 20G. Aerea Quen Cy* Tel (0) ENG Fa D 7314439 Premier 


[this] route, 


Antonio V Turalba Jr. said the 
funds would be spent on set-up 
costs as well as for the upgrading 
of the airline's facilities in Manila. 
and Davao. 

“We are proud to say that Asian 
Spiritis the first Filipino carrier to 
open its international doors to 
ignificantly cutting 
short flying time for tourists and 
commuters coming from the 
south, since it will spare them a dep 
tip to Manila ju 


March 1 to 31, 2006 


to get to 


439019 « Prestige Can BMW 2724 Pasong Tano Eisen, Maia UA 


Palau," he said. 

The company also disclosed 
that it would take del 
fourth BAe-146 100 
muter jet next month from it 
manufacturer, British 
Systems, to add to its three units 
of the same model already being 
used for local flights. 

The aircraft, which costs be- 
tween $5 million and $8 million 

on the model, will be 

acquired through a straight lease 


TALUNIN”, 
CN 


@o- GE ae 


BMW 3 Series 


sement with an option to pur- 
chase at the end of the lease. 

ter Palau, Asian Spirit is 
looking at a route to Sandakan, 
Malaysia, this time via the Zam- 
boanga City airport. Regular 
chartered flights from mainland 
China—specifically Guangzhou 
and Shanghai: Manila or 
Clark are also being planned, al- 
though no timetable was given 
forthese operations. 


incentives rationalization plan would result 
inan annual savings of P4.8 billion 
But the finance official expressed concern 
that the House's and the BOT's version of the 
rationalization plan would not result in any 
savings for the national government, but in- 
stead lead to more foregone revenues 
He explained that the House's version, 
while it aims to consolidate all fiscal incen- 
tives-related laws into one omnibus law, pro- 
poses the granting of income tax holidays to 
FINANCE/83 
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Peso rise 
seen to bring 
down 2006 
Customs 
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All Authorized BMW Dealerships * 50% downpayment, 0% interest for 24 months on st 


lected BMV 


MARCH 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE 


GOLD: $561.20-561.70 
per ounce Hong Kong, March 29, 2006 


SrocK MARKET 


{See stock market report on Page B2) 


Shares close lower 


SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.24-PER- 
cent lower yesterday as investors 
‘continued to take profit on recent 


gains following Wall Street's losses 
overnight and indications US interest rates will 
rise further, dealers said. 

The composite index shed 5.21 points to 
2,181.58. It moved between 2,174.67 and 
2,190.43. 

SHARES B3 
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10% downpayment, 7 years financing on all BMW models 
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: Proliferation of fake SEC may keep 

goods alarms ECCP 3596 offer rule — 
By Michelle V. Remo copied product in the Philip- ys Savings Ban 


pines, six European products 
EUROPEAN BUSINESSMEN were among the top 10. By Elizabeth L. Sanchez trigger level for the tender offer ji 
have asked the government to ‘These include products of tule to take effect from 35 per- m 
stepupeffortstogoafterviola- German footwear giants Adi- | THE SECURITIES AND EX- cent to 15 percent “will discour- fisi Comt Saning Corp. 
WP wer intellectual property das and Reebok, United King- -| change Commission may keepits age foreign investment flows into Pop bara Con 
„rights, following the prolifera- dom-basedclothingandappar- | rule requiring investors to make the Philippines and result in OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTI 
"L'Hon of counterfeit European el company Burberry, French | an offer to buy out minority dampening mergers and acquisi- n 
products. luxury goods conglomerate | shareholders once they acquire tions (M&A). Af lc, 
‘The European Chamber of Louis Vuitton, French clothing | at least 35 percent of a publicly- The drop in M&A activity will, Sun Uie Prancis ine 
| Commerce of the Philippines company Lacoste, and United | listed company. in turn, reduce stock market trad- "%30 Com. 
(ECP) said fake appliances, Kingdom cigarette maker Ben- This came in the wake of stiff ing volume, they added. c 
car parts, and pharmaceutical son & Hedges. opposition by influential private — They explained that many di- Bret pr 
products have made their way “We are urging the Philip- | sector groups, including the rect investment companies or pri- 
[ Duo the domestic market, ad- pine government to take im- | Philippine Stock Exchange, tothe vate equity firms were only inter, 
versely affecting businesses of mediate steps as European | SEC plan to bring down the trig- ested in getting a substantial f Ad tand Enery 
legitimate European manufac- companies are currently ab- | gerlevelto activate the tender of stake in a company, without nec- satan 
turers. sorbing losses due to the prob- | fer rule to just 15 percent. essarily gaining control of thelist- Sones Foods Cop. 
"The counterfeit products lem,” Schumacher added. “The SEC is considering the ed firm. 
are yet another barrier to in- The ECCP official said his | representations contained in the The PSE said ina supplemental 
creased corporate investments group appreciated the Philip- | various position papers submit- position paper submitted on 
from Europe. Likewise, thereis pine government's effort to im- tedtous,"SECchairFeBarintold Tuesday that the stock market 
a big risk to health and safety plement a no-settlement policy ‘| the Inquirer. wouldlosemoreinvestmentand — see asan ca 
of individuals who would be against violators of IPRs. The SEC move to review its lag further behind its neighbors, Pme me“ 
acquiring these items,” ECCP He added, however, that | tender offer rule drew sharp ifa lower tender offer trigger is Hakim ples ee: 
executive vice president Henry such efforts should be intensi- | protests from the Philippine imposed (oa Eats i 
‘Schumacher said in a state- fied. Rieck Exchange, Investment “One false step on the matter,  Parssee mg Pb. 
ment. "he ECCP formed an IPR .| Houses Association of the Philip- and we will look like a slow dwarf xcd 
ECCPciteddatafromtheIn- committee composed of busi- | pines, Financial Executives Insti- tripping over himself in the mid- 
tellectual Property Office ness executives and lawyers, | tute of the Philippines and the dle of a race among tall sprint- 
(IPO) which showed that al. tasked with fighting unscrupu- | Bankers Association ofthe Philip- ers, PSE president Francis Lim 
"though products of US-based lous businessmen dealing with | pines. said in a statement after he sub- 
‘Microsoft was still the most fake European products. The four groups said in a joint mitted the PSE supplemental po- 
position paper that reducing the sition paper to the SEC. 


Scheme milk 


THEY ARE STILL AT IT! 

Only now, it’s the turn of the EL 
other governmentrun pension BREAKTIME| n ees cute ine 
fund, the GSIS, to feel the, well, (T0 PARTS pin andinc 
"pressure" from the SM group of A UR IRE 
OPEN A S-YEAR PESO TIME DEPOSIT NOW! mall developer Henry Sy St. ConradoR. ~> 3 


Under the scheme of Henry Sy's rh 
ARN AS HIGH AS 9% INTEREST P.A. TAX FREE! | (iiir Tessie Sy Coson, the SM Banal III É 


group's Banco de Oro is to absorb 

Equitable PCI Bank through a President! Diosdado Macapagal. 

P 50,000 - 99,999.00. 8.000% merger" in effect taking control During the board meeting, Abes 
5 1 2505 ofthe larger EPCIB fora song. insisted that Garcia and company 

em ed Since the pension fundsSSSand sell the GSIS holdings in EPCIB as 

P 500,000 - 999,999.00 [8.500% | 


epee Co 
GSIS own roughly 40 percent of scheduled on April 6, with orwith- NAC isa inde 
P 1,000,000 - 4,999,999.00 8.750% EPCIB, GSIS president and general out the 10-percent “treasury fost Property iioings 
P 50,008 - ur [73 manager Winston Garcia wants shares; and whether or not the — Pur S 
= “cash” for the GSIS holdings. GsiS block can attractagood price, $44 Deveopment Cap. 
Snaren nnn: ‘This Cebu hometown boy who even if it can entice buyers. orae Holóngs inc 
dared to fight the giant SM group Just how reasonable is such a 
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BSP sees drop in March inflation; expects no change in key 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE COUNTRYS ANNUAL INFLATION 
rate is likely to soften to 6.9 percent 
March or, at worst, match the 7.6 percent 
posted in February, the Bangko Sentral 
ng Pilipinas said yesterday. 

"The (BSPs) inflation forecast for 
March is 6.9-7.6 percent, the same or 
lower than February, due to lower do- 
mestic pump prices" BSP Governor 
‘Amando Tetangco Jr. said. 


Tetangco also said there was no need 
for the BSP to replicate the 25-percent- 
age interest rate hike sanctioned by the 
US Federal Reserve on targeted funds 
rate yesterday. 

"Given the projected deceleration of 
inflation in the second half, the nature 
of price pressures, and the positive per- 
formance of the peso, there seems to be 
mo compelling reason to change the 
policy stance at this time," Tetangco 
said. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


BUSINESS 


The US Fed, under its new chair Ben 
Bernanke, raised its key interest rate for 
the 15th straight time by another 25 ba- 
sis points to 4.75 percent. The US mone- 
tary authority also hinted this was not 
the last of its tightening measures given 
continuing inflation risks in the world's 
biggest economy. 

‘But the BSP has kept its overnight bor- 
rowing rate steady at 7.5 percent, and 
overnight lending at 9.75 percent since 
October last year. 


A narrowing differential between it 
terest rates in the US and the Philippines 
that could cause foreign exchange 
volatility is only one consideration in the. 
BSP's monetary management, which us- 
es an inflation-targeting approach. 

The BSP believes the country's infla- 
tion path is now on a downtrend after 
the recent hike in the value-added tax 
rate caused the February rate to spike 
to 7.6 percent from 6.7 percent in Jan- 
wary. 


Cebu Pacific offers P1 airline seats 


Low fare leader follows up success of P10 promo 


Peso rise will 
bring down 
'06 Customs 
collection 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BUREAU OF CUSTOMS IS EXPECT- 
ing to lose about P8.8 billion in potential 
duty collections this year because of the. 
pesos recent gains against the US dollar. 

‘The BOC's revenue-collection perfor- 
mance is adversely affected by the ap- 
preciation of the peso because a 
stronger local currency means lower 
dollar value of imported goods, upon 
which tariffs are based. 

According to estimates by the De- 
partment of Finance, the BOCs rev- 
enue is normally slashed by about P2.2 
billion for every unit of appreciation of 
the peso. 

‘The Development Budget Coordina- 
tion Committee (DBCC), the interagen- 
cy body tasked with setting the govern- 
ments economic targets, earlier revised 
its projected average of the peso for 
2006. From the original forecast that 
the peso will settle between 55 and 57 
against the US dollar, the peso is now 
seen to average at a stronger range of 
51 to 53 against the greenback. 

The DBCC normally uses the mid- 
point of à given range of projection in 
making its economic and fiscal pro- 
grams. The original midpoint projec- 
tion of 56 to a dollar was therefore re- 
vised to 52, reflecting the government's 
expectation that the local currency 
would strengthen by P4 from the origi- 
nal forecast. 

The DBCC expects imports to reach 
$52.6 billion this year, higher than last 
year’s $47.457 billion. But the higher 
duty collection that is supposed to re- 
sult from the expected rise in imports 
‘would be partially offset by the appreci- 
ation of the peso. 

A finance official, however, said the 
government was not worried about the 
possible impact of a lower BOC collec- 
tion on the governments fiscal posi- 
tion. This was because the potential 
losses in BOC collection brought about. 
by a higher value of the peso would 
likely be offset by higher revenues to be 
generated from the recent increase in 
the value-added tax rate. 

The VAT rate was increased from 10 to 
12 percent last Feb. 1. The DOF said the 
‘move was estimated to generate P75 bil- 
lion in incremental revenues this year. 


Shares ... «s 


Losers outnumbered gainers 53 to 
32, and 46 stocks closed flat. 

Volume was 1.5 billion shares worth 
PL.18billion. 

Gitiseconline analyst Mark Alan 
Canizares said he considered prices of 
some blue chips still expensive follow- 
ing sharp gains last week, although oth- 
ers that have fallen in the past two ses- 
sions have started to recover. 

"But the overall trend of the market 
is still up. These are just normal correc- 
tions along the way" Canizares said. 

AFP 


Finance seeks repeal ... 


selected industries up to a maximum 
of 20 years, which the DOF consid- 
ered as too long. 

‘The DOF prefers that the current 
income tax holiday of six years be re- 
tained. 

The BOI and the DOF have been at 
loggerheads over the issue of fiscal in- 
centives because of their conflicting 
mandates. While the BOI is tasked with 
attracting the entry of more invest- 
ments, partly through the granting of 
incentives, the DOF has to address the 
governments gaping budget deficit 

‘The DOF maintained its position 
that the government need not grant 
generous fiscal incentives just to attract 
investments, adding that other factors 
like a stable regulatory environment 
and infrastructure development were 
factors often considered by investors. 

The BOI, on the other hand, said it 
believed incentives were helpful in at- 
tracting more investments to the 
country, which currently lags its 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


CAPITALIZING ON THE SUCCESS OF 
its recent P10 fare promo, budget air- 
line Cebu Pacific Air Inc. is now offering 
seats for only one peso on flights to any 
of its domestic destinations from June 
20 to October 18 this year. 

The one-peso fare started yesterday 
and will run until April 2 or until the 
seats are sold out. 

There are more than 50,000 seats 
available for this promo, extended on a 
first-come, first-served basis, exclusive 
of taxes and surcharges. 

“We are the country's low fare leader 
and we will always have the lowest 
fares to any destination we fly to,” Cebu 
Pacific general manager Bong Mojica 
said in a statement. “It's all about mak- 
ing flying more affordable to more peo- 
ple And now that we're giving out our 


seats practically for free, almost anyone 


can fly" 


He added that the airline was en- 
couraged by the success of its previous 
promo, which was launched to coin- 
cide with its 10th anniversary celebra- 
tions. 

"We realized how much the market 
can be stimulated to travel and book 
ahead of time,” Mojica said. “It's some- 
thing we want to further promote be- 
cause we want Filipinos to realize that, 
the earlier they book their tickers, the 
less they really end up paying for 
them.” 

The Cebu Pacific official advised 
clients to book their seats though the 
airline's website (www.cebupacifi- 
cair.com) for added convenience. 

"With our new planes, the lowest 
fares, and the ease of getting tickets, 
the only thing left for you to do is de- 
cide where you want to go,” Mojica 
said. 

Cebu Pacifics last promo—which 
offered seats at P10 for travel during 


the June-October off-peak sea- 
son—managed to attract over 
150,000 seat sales, according to the 
airline. 

‘This figure is SO percent higher than 
the 100,000 seats which the airline had 
initially made available during the pro- 
mo period. 

‘The additional sales generated by the 
promo could be accommodated on 
scheduled Cebu Pacific flights for the 
period, without the need to deploy ad- |! 
ditional flights. 

The promo allowed the airline to 
sell between 8 percent to 9 percent of 
seats available for sale during the pe- 
riod. 

Inclusive of taxes, VAT levies, fuel, 
service, and insurance charges, round 
trip passage to a Visayas destination 
will cost slightly over P2,000 per pas- 
senger, while a round trip ticket to Min- 
danao destinations will cost close to 
P2,500. 


Flu-hit nations turn to RP poultry 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


COUNTRIES IN AFRICA AND 
the European Union that have 
been badly hit by the avian flu 
are now turning to the Philip- 
pines for their supply of poultry 
products. 

Philippine poultry raisers 
have begun exporting to 
South Africa, Germany and 
Russia, aside from neighbor- 
ing countries Hong Kong, Sin- 
gapore and Indonesia in the 
first semester according to 
the Philippine Association of 
Broiler Integrators Inc. 
(Pabi). 

Top poultry raisers include 
San Miguel Corp, Tyson- 
Agro-Ventures Inc., Universal 
Robina Corp. and Vitarich 
Corp. 

“There is an ongoing accred- 
itation for Hong Kong, which 
we hope could set our direc- 
tion for poultry exports this 
year,” said Ruben Pascual, 


chair of the poultry exporters 
board. 

Pascual is hoping that the 
Hong Kong trade will serve asa 
gateway to the broader China 
market. 

Pascual expects that the 
growth in poultry exports will 
make up for the slack in local 
demand, as consumers appear 
to be tightening their spending 
even further. 

Commercial raisers have also 
received inquiries from the 
Middle East and Africa for the 
sale of whole or processed 
chicken products. 

Pabi members are now seek- 
ing a “halal” certification in or- 
der to export to Middle East 
countries. 

The grant of a “Halal” ac- 
creditation from a 
country would mean that the 
poultry products have passed 
through proper preparation 
procedures. 

Brunei, also a Muslim na- 


said. 


nations. 


Asia. 


Organization 


Muslim. 


Joint venture benefits seen 
to trickle down to seamen 


A JOINT VENTURE BETWEEN 
Japan-based Mitsui O.SK. Lines 
(MOL) and locally based Magsaysay 
Shipping Lines recently invested 
over P150 million to help improve 
the training of Filipino seafarers. 

n a press briefing, MOL president 
Akimitsu Ashida said his company's 
investment in the Magsaysay Institute 
of Shipping (MIS) is meant to ensure 
the quality of seaman cadets, many of 
whom are hired by MOL—one of 
Japan's largest cargo shipping firms. 

Tn particular, the new funds are 
being used to increase the number of 
cadets in the school from 240 to 450, 
he said. 

The investment will also be used 
to upgrade the MIS' management fa- 
cilities, acquire new training instru- 


From page BI 


Southeast Asian neighbors in terms of 
generating foreign direct investments. 

‘The P300 billion in foregone rev- 
enues each year were equivalent to 
about 40 percent of the government's 
total revenues, according to a Depart- 
ment of Finance study. 

‘The DOF inventoried 146 tax in- 
centives laws as of end-2004, inclu 
ing laws with investment and nor 
vestment-related tax perks as well as 
various provisions under the coun- 
try’ tax, tariff and customs and local 
government codes. 

The total amount of tax and duty 
exemptions granted in 2004 alone 
was P282.76 billion, based on a re- 
port to Finance Secretary Margarito 
Teves dated March 24. 

In 2003, total foregone revenues 
from the same measures were esti- 
mated at P299.23 billion. 

"This amount represents a 5.71 per- 
cent decline from the 2003 levels but 
remains staggering as it represents 


ments, as well as construct a new 
dormitory in Cavite, according to 
Magsaysay Shippings CEO Doris 
Magsaysay-Ho. 

“Our greatest resource is our peo- 
ple,” she said. "Each bulk carrier costs 
about $50 million. Naturally, you'll 
‘want the best people running that." 

During the briefing, officials re- 
vealed that Magsaysay-Mitsui O.S.K. 
Marine (MagMOL) will go into full 
ship management operations that 
will include training, manning and 
shore-based management. 

Ashida also revealed plans to hire 
more Filipino seamen over the next 
four years. 

Ashida said 70 percent of Mitsui's 
20,200 seamen on payroll are Fil- 
ipinos. Daxim L. Lucas 


5.85 percent of GDP (gross domestic 
product), 40.41 percent of national 
government revenues and 151.18 per. 
cent of national government deficits; 
the memorandum said. 

A DOF official explained that the 
complicated web of fiscal incentives 
was the reason why the government 
always took over a year to quantify the 
revenue impact of fiscal sweeteners. 

Ofthe total amount of tax and duty 
exemptions in 2004, P156.25 billion 
or 55.25 percent were granted 
through the Board of Investments, 
the Philippine Economic Zone Au- 
thority, special economic zones/free 
ports and industrial estates. 

The Peza alone granted P133.58 
billion in fiscal incentives, bulk of 
which represented tax- and duty-free 
importation made by its locators. 

“As to type of tax, the bulk of ex- 
emptions were in the form of VAT ex- 
'emptions, amounting to P219.66 bil- 
lion," the DOF study said. 


ucts from the Philippines, 
the agriculture department 


The P196-billion Philippine 
poultry industry has so far been. 
spared from the bird flu out- 
break that has devastated other 


The avian influenza has al- 
ready killed millions 
chicken in South Korea, Viet- 
nam, Japan, the former Sovi- 
et republics and Europe. lt 
has also caused the death of 
more than 50 people across 


avian flu is getting to bea major 
source of concern, fearing that 
the virus will develop the abili- 
ty to infect humans. 

At present, there is no known 
defense against the disease 
once the avian flu mutation 
spreads to humans. 


tion, has expressed its inter- 
estin acquiring poultry prod- 


Nevertheless, the government expects 
average inflation rate in 2006 to exceed 
its oficial target of 4-5 percent. The lat- 
est forecast by the inter-agency Develop- 
ment Budget Coordination Commit 
pegs the average inflation rate to range 
between 7.3 percent and 7.9 percent this 
year, 

Last year, the BSP hiked its overnight 
rates by a sum of 75 basis points, on top 
of a 2-percentage hike in the reserve re- 
quirement to protect its inflation targets. 
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NOTICE OF REGULAR ANNUAL 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 


STOCKHOLDERS' MEETING 


regular annual stockholders’ meeting 


of GLOBE TELECOM, INC. will be held at the Grand Ballroom, Hotel InterContinental 


Manila, Ayala Center, Makati City on TUESDA\ 
following: 


Y, 04 APRIL 2006 at 9.00 AM. with the 


AGENDA 


1. Determination of Quorum 
2. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting 
3. Annual Report of Officers 


4, New Business 


4.1 Ratification of all Acts and Resolutions of the Board of Directors and 
Management adopted in the ordinary course of business during the 


preceding year. 


5. Election of Directors (including the Indeper 


indent Directors) 


6. Election of Auditors and Fixing their Remuneration 


7. Consideration of such other business as may properly come before the meeting 


8. Adjournment 


Stockholders of record as of 23 February 2006 shall be the stockholders 
entitled to vote at this meeting. As per By-Laws, the Stock and Transfer Books of the 
Corporation will be closed from 23 February to 02 March 2006, inclusive. d 


Mandaluyong City, 07 February 20¢ 


06. 


FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


(Sgd.) RENATO O. MARZAN 
Corporate Secretary 


Hotel Philippine Plaza breaks new ground with Spiral, a 
mew concent of a ‘culinary theater that lends 
international cuisine with a dash of drama. Nero, te — - 
chefs are the perfermors, the kitchens thelr stage, .. 


and the diners the eager andionee ... 


By Raquel P. Gomez 


THE EXPERIENCE OF DINING AT HOTEL 
Philippine Plaza is now something you will 
cherish and crave for, long after you have sat 
‘down and enjoyed the last piece of a sumptu- 
ous meal at Spiral, the newest and trendiest 
restaurant to open in the heart of the hotel 
and in the heart of the city. 

With Spiral, Accor, the new management 
company of Hotel Philippine Plaza, brings to 
Manila its trademark and world-renowned 
French flair in food, service and design. 

Spiral, the name of the restaurant that also 
suggests the grand majestic spiral staircase 
Teading to it, is by far the biggest dining space 
(2,500 sq, m. and 480 seating capacity) in a ho- 
tel that boasts of six prominently positioned in- 
tractive kitchens.” 

* You can sample the whole range of authen- 
tiè cuisines from East to West from these 
kitchens where you can observe the chefs per- 
form their culinary craft. Sample favorite 
dishes from the Philippines, China, Japan, 
Korea, India, Southeast Asia and the Mediter- 
ranean (Italy, France, Spain, Lebanon), and 
even have a special dish made for you. You 
‘ean also enjoy the fabulous array of desserts 
and pastries prepared in the classic French 
tradition, which Accor is known for. 


An arena of culinary theater 
Bernd Schneider, Hotel Philippine Plaza's 
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general manager, likens Spiral into an arena 
of "culinary theater” with chefs as the talent- 
ed "kitchen artists" displaying their craft mag- 
nificently before the dining guests, their stag- 
ing place are the six exposed sections of inter- 
active kitchens. 

Bringing all-day dining to a new level of 
creativity and workmanship, Spiral according 
to Schneider “is an innovative concept that 
blends international cuisine with a dash of 
drama, Here, the chefs are the performers 
and the restaurant their stage.” 

‘To heighten the culinary act, Spiral brings 
together an international team of Master 


Sales Office 
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Special PROJECT 


Chefs from the United Kingdom, France, 
Japan, Korea, China, India and the Philip- 
pines ensuring the highest level of quality. 

"The culinary team is ed by Executive Chef 
Luke Dale Roberts, who is known for opening 
mew and trendy restaurants within Actor 
Group such as The Loft in the Mercure Hotel 
Bankside, London and The Square in Novotel 
Apollo Singapore. 


Dishes from the different regions 

For the Japanese culinary section, Master 
Chef Yoshimi Igarashi prepares light, healthy, 
and fresh Japanese cuisine with authentic 
Japanese taste. Igarashi dazzles the dining 
audience with traditional Japanese hot dishes 
and innovative appetizers served in mini 
Rosenthal crystals. Igarashi whips up fa- 
vorites such as tempura, koshiage, sushi and 
sashimi and yakitori stations. 

Indian Chef Indrajit Roy perks up the guests 


cue at the Chinese comer. Visiting Dimsum 
Chef Chan Chun Wai excites dimsum lovers 
with his unique creations. Korean Chef Cho 
Seung Hyun whips up popular and traditional 
Korean dishes. 

Chef Marco Legasto, one of Manllds 
youngest and dynamic’ chefs, heads the 
Mediterranean kitchen, A wide range of hot and 
cold dishes distinct from parts of Europe and the 
Middle East are offered at this one big comer. 

Highlights of which include an organic sal 
ad bar, pizzas freshly baked from the pizza 
oven, antipasto, fresh seafood counter, Mi 
dle Eastern Mezze dishes and fresh pastas 
and risottos prepared in a minute. Indulge in 
the cold Kitchen, which offers fresh organic 
salads, a seafood icebed, cold cuts different 
cheeses, and sushis and seshimis. 

A state-of-the-art grill station chums out 
the freshest seafood of the season and the 
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juiciest mouthwatering steaks. 

The pastry section is a true eye catcher and 
outstanding. It is like the candy comer in 
‘Willy Wonka's Chocolate Factory with a nice 
and neat arrangement in glass encasements 
of mouth-watering sweets, cakes, desserts 
and chocolates. Creative Pastry Chef Mac 
Macatangay says he prepares 25 types of pas- 
tries every day—fresh strawberries dipped in 
pink and dark chocolate fountains, French 
tarts and pastries, fruity cheesecakes, choco- 
late truffles, souflés and crepes. For the 
health conscious, try Mac's famous specialty 
the sugar free dessert. 


Experience the Spiral difference 

French Assistant Food and Beverage Man- 
ager Helene Lauras has selected only the 
finest wines the world over for the wine cellar 
that houses 3,000 selections. Some are 


palate with a selection of the best 
dishes from the different regions of 
India, Savor a range of kebabs, Indian 
breads, curries and gravies—all pre- 
pared with the distinct spiciness in 
charcoal fired tandoor, India's very 
own mud clay oven. "Indian food is 
best flavored when it is cooked in 
slow fite? says Roy. 

Hong Kong chef and master of 
the hot wok Chef Siu Man Yeung 
prepares a range of traditional and 
modern Chinese dishes, noodles 
and freshly roasted Chinese barbe- 
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545 EDSA, Bona Commercial Building 


Cubao, Quezon City 


Telophone 


(632) 721-1349 


722-0984 


1632) 721-3538., 721-1986 


Fax Number 
E-mail Address 
Wohsito 


1832) 722 1222 
infoGalliodmotals.com.ph 
www.ülliedmetals.com.ph 


sourced from St. Emilion wines, the region 
boasting ofthe best selection of French wines, 
and from Bordeaux that offers the finest Aus- 
tralian Riesling. Lauras says a team of som- 
meliers will be on hand to advise guests on 
the extensive wine selection. Spiral will also 
offer special wine dinners in the private din- 
ing rooms of the Mediterranean section. 

"rhe Spiral service team, according to Exec- 
utive Assistant Manager Mo Ihsan, is group. 
of outstanding Filipino youth motivated and 
inspired to make the "Spiral difference.” He 
says, “These hotel college graduates will be 
an asset in the success of Spiral through their 
commitment to excellence. They have under- 
gone an extensive training in food and bever- 
age and other skills" 

Elegant, Upbeat. Modem. Interactive. Spirals 
atmosphere is anything but resonating an uban 
resort. Natural outdoor environment spill to- 
ward the landscaped veranda near the poolside 
offering a great view of Manila Bay and its mes- 
meriring sunset. Outdoor siting areas are also 
available for guests who wish to enjoy their meals 
al fresco while breathing the sea breeze. 

‘Water is incorporated into Spirals design. 
Open deck pond outdoors, waterfall hugging 
the spiral staircase, and a wall waterfall in rhe 
Chinese section give the restaurant a sooth- 
ing ambiance. 

“The spectacular entrance with the spiral 
staircase beckons with a breathtaking view of 
the bay and its famous sunset,” says Schneider 

i — To make the eyes feast for the overwhelming 
2 choices, to satisfy the huge hunger and to delight 
{\ the senses, after al is Spirals main motive. 


Style, comfort and 
pleasurable dining 


‘THE ART OF TABLE CULTURE IS AT THE 
heart of a Spiral dining experience. The 
chosen China for the a-la-carte dining is 
Rosenthal's Loft and Free Spirit collection. 
designed by Robin Platt. , 

Elegant glassware is supplied by 
Schottzwiesel of Germany. Delicious 
desserts come in Rosenthal’s delicate and 
colorful transparent tiny bowls. Elegant 
stainless steel breadbaskets from Alfi of 
Germany carry the different selections of 
bread. The stainless steel salt and pepper 
mill are by Cole and Mason. The sleek, 
slim and elegant flatware is from the Bam- 
boo collection of Sambonet from Italy. 
Kids will learn the art and fun of dining 
through the selection of WMF Germany's 
flatware Hits for Kids collection, 

Food in elegant containers is kept warm 
by the magic of induction, the latest in 
"buffet technology, The induction plates 
and containers are from Schott Ceran of 
Germany Coffee and Tea 
lovers will enjoy rhe pleasures 
of coffee and tea with WMP's 
beautifully designed glass and 
stainless steel collection. Sip 
from cafe latte sets, cappucci- 
no cups, coffee presses de- 
signed by Caroline Schafer. Tea 
pots and cups from the Zeno 
Collection is by desi 
Makio Hasuike, 

‘The architecture of Spiral is 
highlighted by the 21-foot 
bronze sculpture by Philippine 


national artist Ed Castillo. Rising from the 
center of the spiral staircase, the artwork 
entitled “Rhythmic movements,” de- 
scribed by Castrillo as "man's tribute to na- 
ture by using industrial elements such as 
bronze sheets and tubes to mimic the 
graceful movement of a developing 
plant.” 

Spiral was designed by interior design- 
er Masakazu Koizumi of Spin Design Stu- 
dio Japan who defines his concept as a 
marriage of both the external and the in- 
ternal environments. 

Creative Kitchen Planners Internation- 
al, who has worked on some of the most 
prestigious hotel projects in Asia from 
Shanghai to Bali to Phuket, hasdesigned 
Spiral's interactive buffet food stations 
and show kitchens. 

Style, comfort and pleasurable dining 
and the use of natural elements in a mod- 
ern surrounding define Spiral. 
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Get caught up in the vortex of Manila's newest dining sensation. Sample international delights from a myriad 
of live cooking stations; Chinese, Japanese, Indian, South East Asian, Mediterranean and more or celebrate 
and entertain in luxurious private dining rooms, all set against the stunning backdrop of the sun rising and 
setting over Manila Bay. Don't miss out, get caught up in the spin today! 


For reservations please call 832-6988 or 551-5555 ext. 1088 or e-mail spiral@hotelphilplaza.com 


Spiral 


— d A NEW TWIST ON LIFE 


Hotel Philippine Plaza 
CCP Complex, Roxas Boulevard Pasay City, 1300, Manila, Philippines. Tel: (63 2) 551 5555 Fax: (63 2) 651 5610 e-mail. spiral@hotelphilplaza.com 


THELMA ARNALDO vda. de ARCENAS | 


March 29, 1923 — March 28, 2006 
Widow of the late Mayor Teodoro Roxas Arcenas 
of Roxas City, Capiz 


We, the Children 
Jon & Noni Isada --- 


Tommyt & Chelo Arnaldo} 
Lyn & Roger Atun ---- 

Dick & Cecile Belangel - 
Bingbing & Larry Cariño -- 
Bongbong & Hannah Orlean: 
Greg & Jo-ann Martin 
Perthie & John Fuentes 
Sochie --- 

Tinton & Elaine Barlizo 


and the Grandchildren 


Nana/John Ong, JoAnn/Richard Lim, 
Ticot, Jong 

- Kenneth, Karen/Rhett Asis, Christian 

- Iris/Clyde Camagay, Andre, Sharon, JR 

- Daisylyn, Dandan 

- JP, Christy, Jongt 

- Angelo, Rexie, Ria, Beewee 

- Jo-Anne Marie}, Greggyt 

- Hannie, Justin 

- JL, Margot 


$ 2006 atthe San Pablo City Cathedral and at the Redemptorist Church 
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3 ANTONIO FULE BELEN 1 


j of San Pablo City and Davao City 
November 15, 1933 - March 26, 2006 
He died in the Grace of the Lord on March 26, 2006. 

He is survived by his wife Ising: his children Tito and Liza, 
Bingbing, Bella and Ariel, Ybeth, Bernard and Lucille; his 
grandchildren Ella, Aaron, Ara, Joshua, Bryan and Blendon: his 
brother Ben; his sisters Elsie and Berting, Cora (1) and Banding 
(t), Adeling and Max and Oyie; his brothers and sisters-in-law and 
nephews and nieces, 

His remains lie in state at the family residence at Sasa Road, 
Davao City. 

Interment will be at the Davao Memorial Park after the 
2:00 p.m. Mass. Novena Masses are held from March 27 to April 4, 


‘at Davao City. 


> Our Dearty Beloved 
" GREGORIO INGCO BAUTISTA 


(10 March 1935 — 27 March 2006) 


Now rests in the infinite warmth and embrace of our Lord. 
He joined our Creator on the 27th of March 2006 
at the age of 71. 


His loving son, VINCENT; parents MACARIO M. BAUTISTA (f) and 
CONSOLACION I. BAUTISTA (}): brothers/sister, DR. MACARIO 
T. BAUTISTA, ARISTON (t), AVELINO (t), OSMUNDO (f), 
JESUS, AMELIA B. MUÑOZ (t), ANTONIO (1), FRANCISCO and 
VICENTE, relatives & friends request the pious readers to pray 
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Baby & Lia Frial - 
Cosette & Bingo Altavas 
Doroyt & Stella Escutin - 
Deme 


—- Trisha, Teo, Tilos, Tati, Travis — . 
ao, Mica, Jobeem, Sofia, Nadii 
ki, Carmela "s 


for the eternal repose of his soul 


His cremated remains lie in state at the Christ the King Church, 
Greenmeadows, Quezon City. 


Interment will be on March 31, 2006, Friday. 
Mass will be at 11:00 am, 


cie ee 
More fy DEATH 
E 1 NOTICE 
Classified Ads | 
4 
on pages A9,B2& B7 |  JOSEH. 
anon aiina DAVID 
Died on 
March 26, 2006 
at the age of 78. 
He is survived by his 
wife Virginia 
Cachuela David; and 
children Armando, 
Romeo and Grace. 
His body lies at the 
family residence at 
#79 Armismis St, 
Project 7, 
Quezon City. 
Interment will be 


Request your prayers for the eternal repose of her soul 

Divine Jesus Memorial Chapel, Banica, Roxas City: 

Catholic Cemetery on 1 April 2006, first Saturday of th ‘month, after 
Requiem Mass at the Immaculate Concepcion Cathedral, Roxas Cit 


THE COL. (Ret) ROLANDO J. POSADAS 


PMA CLASS 1945 
(January 12, 1922 - March 28, 2006) 
Peacefully joined our Lord at the age of 84. 


| His loving wife Carmen R. Posadas; his children and children-in-law 
Roger & Merlyn, Toti & Emil, Helen & Ambet (+), Raymond & Beth, Dick 
& Janette, Romy & Joy, and Carol & Art, together with his grandchildren 
and great grandchildren, request the pious readers to pray for the eternal 
repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the Camp Aguinaldo Mortuary, Quezon City. 
Necrological services will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, 01 April 2006. 
Interment will be at Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina at 12:00 noon on 
Sunday, 02 April 2006, following a final Holy Massat St. Ignatius Cathedral, 
Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City at 9:00 a.m. 
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Tie Diocese of Toga Y| $ RICARDOP.DEGUIA | 


announces the death of psy Grace four Lard 


REV. FR. JOSE GANNABAN INGARAN TI 


For Only 
His bereaved wife Norma; children Efren 
& Fe, Lani & Jun, Erza & Verlou, Oli & 
who died in the Grace of our Lord 
on March 27, 2006 at the age of 84. 


Rene, Baby & Ronald; grandchildren £3 Serre P350/mo. 
Odette, Lizette & Nelson, Suzette & os) Te Cony it Garde Colunbary 
His remains lie in state at Our Lady of the Visitation Shrine, 
(Guibang) Gamu, Isabela. 


oe oe ere | 
MOST D Ma Angels, | [633-9199/637-5570/637-5568 
Sickan & Rico, Joseph £ Isha, Are, 
cea pesiclen Kyon hin, 
Interment will be at the Cauayan Memorial Garden, 
Cauayan City, on March 31, 2006, Friday, after the 9:00 a.m. Pema sapere GARMA CINIC 
Holy Mass at Our Lady of the Visitation Shrine (Guibang) B 200 panat Holy Cross Memorial Park. EE 
to be presided by His Excellency Most Rev. Sergio L- Utley, DD, P| Bor —— mek TE 
Bishop of Ilagan and concelebrated by thie clergy of Isabela. 


ERITAGE PARK 


FORT BONIFACIO 


Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden 


*Elegant & Spacious Chapels *US-made Caskets *Catered Meals 
*Flowers by Holland Blooms «Imported Registry Books & 

Thank You Cards © Personalized Guest Information Cards 
*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse «Obituary Ads 


845-2440 * 845-2334 to 38 


« „absent 


2 Corinthians 5:8 


Kyle, Hezron, Hanock, Andrei, Jimver, 
Patis, Raphael, Michael, Ysa, Yya, Kim, 
Kamila request the to pray for his. 
‘eternal happiness in heaven. 
His body lies in state at Chapel B-8, 
Republic of he Prippines 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRARIAN REFORM 
Provincial Agrarian Reform Office. 
J. Rosales Avenue, Butuan City 


INVITATION TO APPLY 
FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
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(Sod) RODRIGO R. BITANGCOR 
BAC Chairperson 


PCCIWLL BE NOTED: 
CLOSED 
ON MARCH 31 (FRI) 


zm = 7 
Tho above asset is being offered at an indicative Price of DE IDEE ASR 2008. 


PESOS: SEVENTY SEVEN MILLION THREE HUNDRED SIXTY - ANNI 
Toe NE VEL PEW (PFT 90600 ARTE ANNUAL 


WE DESIGN OBITUARY 
FOR FREE. 


^" CLASSIFIEDS 


PRIVATIZATION AND MANAGEMENT OFFICE 
INVITATION TO SUBMIT OFFERS 


The asset being offered on an “as-is, where-is" basis is a parcel 
of land with an area of 15,319 sq.m., formerly owned by 
MARSTEEL CORPORATION (MC) located at Bray. Baesa, 
Tandang Sora, Quezon City. 


Conering t Roa trot PNOC EC Energy Spp Bat ak 4373898/9139474 


Buangan 
nn 


(Sod) ANDRE B. ATEGA, 
OIC-PARO il. 


Offers will be received, opened and tabulated in the presence 
of the offerors on April 26, 2006 al 3:00 p.m. at the PMO 
Conference Room, 6th Floor, 104 Gamboa St., Legaspl Village, 
Makati City. 


Interested parties may secure the sale documents for a non- 
refundable fee of P1,500.00 from the PMO Marketing Office. 


If the Offer for Sale becomes a failure PMO reserves the right 
to negotiate immediately with the Otferors or any third party for 
the purchase of the Asset. 

Interested parties are advised to deal directly with PMO. 

For more information, please call Ms. Jane V. Santiago at 
telephone numbers 818-4733; 892-2145. 


(201 eh 0.31 Apt. 200) 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


RUDGE IU IPDETUDHIS. 
THIS IS TO INFORM THE PUBLIC 
THAT DPC PLACEMENT & 
MANPOWER SERVICES, INC., 
LOCATED AT 1365 E. RODRIGUEZ 
AVE., CUBAO, QUEZON CITY IS NO 
LONGER IN OPERATION, 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2006. 


(721-0 10) 


WITH TIME DELAY 
MODEL: Sy 7000 


2.0m x 1.10m 
2.0m x 0.95m 


Php 500,000.00 each 
Tel 12-1010 loc 651] 


SEND YOUR RESUMES INSTANTLY 
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GETTING AN INSURANCE POLICY MAY 
not be the sexiest or most exciting subject, 
but it sure is an important topic that de- 
serves attention. Al it takes is one mishap 
or setback that isn't covered by an insur- 
ance policy and an individual or family 
could easily end up with lite money, or 
worse, bankrupt. 

Tast changing technology, fashion and 
lifestyles make it necessary for today's ur- 
ban warrior to be forward-looking. There's 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


People, Eventsc? Products 
NYL launches insurance riders for changing lifestyles 


strike. While theres no surefire way to pre- 
dict events, proper planning for the future 
‘remains the best defense to make life easi- 
er and more secure. 

New York Life Philippines offers an in- 
novative solution to address changing life 
needs. It recently launched a new innova- 
tion called Life Event Rider, available ex- 
clusively to new plan holders of the New 
York Life Big Apple Advantage Dollar Plan. 
A life insurance rider provides additional 
coverage for something specifically not 


covered with a primary policy. " 

A first-of-its-kind in the industry the Life 
Event Rider from New York Life Philip- 
pines allows continuous insurance protec- 
tion during certain life events that could 
drain one's financial resources. There are 
six life event riders covered: weddings; 
birth or adoption of a child; death of a 
spouse or child; loss of job through invol- 
untary employment; divorce, legal separa- 
tion or annulment; and natural disasters. 


enjoy the benefit of a waiver in policy fees 
and the cost of insurance for up to four 
months. 

“We want to offer our clients a whole 
menu of financial protection to fit their life 
event preferences or situations, whether 
planned or unplanned,” said George May, 
president and CEO of New York Life Insur- 
ance Philippines. “The Life Event Rider is 
an expression of our company's commit- 
ment to address the needs of our planhold- 


no telling when unfortunate events will 


CLUB FILIPINO 
CELEBRATES 
20TH EDSAT 
ANNIVERSARY 
The Club Filipino led 
by club president 
lawyer Roberto de 
Leon and the mem- 
bers of the board of 
directors celebrated 
the 20th anniversary 
of Edsa 1 - People 
Power Revolution. 


DOT's Tourism Jobs Fair ‘06 

THE DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM'S 1ST TOURISM 

Jobs Fair (TJF) will be held in Cebu City on April 4-5, 

‘Davao City on April 4-6, and Manila on April 6-8. The TIF 

will accommodate both graduates of tourism-related cours- 
es and the whole graduate population of March 2006 from any 


‘elated field, those who are presently employed but are seeking career changes, 
‘and those who are unemployed or underemployed. Interested employers may 
log on to wwitourismjoh.ph to fill out the registration/application form. Job- 


‘seekers may also register online or onsite at the specified dates and venues. 


TCQC's 44th Commencement Exercises 


TRINITY COLLEGE OF QUEZON CITY WILL CELEBRATE ITS 44th COMMENCE- 
ment Exercises on March 31, 8 a.m. at the Philippine International Convention 
Center ( PICC). Ma. Victoria P. Vergel de Dios, an outstanding alumna and hos- 


pital administrator of Victor R. Potenciano Medical Center wili be the com- 
mencement speaker. True to its philosophy statement of "Preparing for Life 


through God Centered Education and Service", Trinity College aims to develop 
and nurture its students to become responsible, competent and productive citi- 


zens who wil contribute to the achievement of a more humane society. 


JASHS Batch ‘63 Grand Reunion 


CALLING ALL GRADUATES OF JOSE ABAD SANTOS HIGH SCHOOL (AREL- 
Jano University) Batch 1963, there will be a grand reunion on May 19. It will 


be held at the Arellano University, Taft Avenue, Pasay City. For particulars, 
call the following: Sally Santiago or Elgen Paglinawan at 831-8077/834- 
7487, Cynthia Angeles-Gallo at 522-8145, Emily Marzan-Calanog at 845- 
5326 or 0916-7433904, Dr. Florencio Balbido at 831-1488 or 0916- 
3088085 and Benjamin Javier at 873-5589 or 0918-2994063. 


Time for a ‘veal’ cool change 


GRADUATES, YOU REALLY HAVE A LOT OF EXCITING THINGS TO LOOK FOR- 
ward to ater receiving that hard-earned diploma. But before you hit the corporate 


World, make sure that you are equipped with a fit body to keep you going in any 


stress-flled environment. Count on World Balance sport shoes to lead you to your 
toad to fitness. World Balance has a wide array of quality footwear at a tag within 


reach. To see the World Balance collection, visit wwwworldbalance.com.ph. 


The Eastern Laguna Visita iglesia 
THIS COMING HOLY WEEK DO YOUR ANNUAL CHURCH PILGRIMAGE OF 
seven churches or Visita iglesia along the Easter Laguna towns, known as 


"Baybayin". Let Biyaherong Pinoy and Exotik Garden Restaurant take you to a 


leisurely drive to the eastern side of Laguna province via Rizal (Antipolo) and 
enjoy a scenic view of rural Philippines as part of your pilgrimage this Holy 
Week. For more information, contact, Biyaherong Pinoy (a division of Events- 


‘Media Marketing Inc) at tal. nos: 751-5200, 0920-3660534, for tour bookings. 


Repub of te Philippines 
Local Government Unit of Baliwag 
Province ol 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY TO BID 


INTEGRATED SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM — 
MATERIALS RECOVERY FACILITY (ISWMS-MRF) 
FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF BALIWAG 
PROVINCE OF BULACAN 
(DESIGN AND BUILD SCHEME) 


When such events occus, plan holders can 


* Auto Consumer 2006, promotes industry 


HEAD SOUTH AND CHECK OUT THE LAT- 
est in the local motoring world, the “Auto 
Consumer 2006 Carshow"! Opening its doors 
to the public March 29, the show is scheduled 
to run until April 2 at the Carousel Court of 
the Festival Supermall in Filinvest Alabang. 

"The "Auto Consumer 2006 Carshow" is a 
project of the Lica Automotive Group headed 
by chair Felix H. Limcaoco Jr. The project 
aims to combine all of its affiliates into one 
big event, driven by the corporate objective. 
of providing "total customer satisfaction". 

Amidst the continuing economic and polit- 

ical turmoil in the country today, the event 

7. has something positive to offer the buying 
public, according to Tey Sornet, general man- 
ager of Team Nissan who spearheads Nissan 
Soutiwoods, Westgate Alabang and Nissen 
Shaw. Great deals will be offered during the 
show, such as a low down payment promo, 
zero-interest deals, and flexible monthly 


amortizations. 

Highlights of the event are the 5-day sale, 
motorcade, daily raffles and on-site facilities 
for quick auto-loan approval, trade-in, com- 
prehensive insurance and test drives. 

‘The event promises to promote the motor- 
ing industry by fielding in the latest car mod- 
eis from BMW, Chevrolet, Hyundai, Nissan 
and Suzuki. The “Auto Consumer 2006 
Carshow" is just the first leg of a series of car 
shows which will be on tour in various malls. 

List of participating dealers are Autozen; 
trum BMW, Nissan Westgate Alabang, 
Chevrolet Shaw, Chevrolet Pasig, Nissan 
Southwoods, Hyundai, Suzuki Shaw, Rapide 
Auto Services, Nissan Shaw, Big O'-Kwik- 
parts, Hertz Car Rental, and supported by 
Old Swiss Inn, San Francisco Coffee, Stan- 
dard Insurance, Kelseat, Aguila Auto Glass, 
Goldrich Car Accessories, Eurodecals and 
many more. 


ers. It offers better protection, assuring 


Malayan Bank adapts to innovation model 


MALAYAN BANK HAS ADAPTED TO AN INNO- 
vation paradigm previously developed by its ex- 
ecutive director Jay Luzuriaga for foreign busi- 
nesses which is a combination of cultivating 
‘communities and incremental innovations ini- 
tiatives. This model is being used to originate 
and enhance its new mix of nontraditional bank- 
ing services as competitive advantages. Its non- 
traditional mix include the doble-doble power. 
saver program; the community development. 
‘banking approach; the financial butler and 
pagiingap-sa-kapuso last-mile program for 
‘overseas Filipinos; the microfinance community 


outreach program; the Singapore--Busi- 
ness.com collaboration for internet platform. 
and online portal for Philippine SME's and Fil- 
ipino entrepreneurs; multipoint micromarketing 
channels; improved dollar saver program; and, 
the branch mentoring program. It continues to 
be aggressive in the contract-to-sell real estate 
mortgage market and consumer loan market for 
its traditional banking products. It can orient its 
interested institutional clients about the innova- 
tion model on a selective basis. Malayan Bank's 
principal shareholders are the owners of GMA 
Network, Majalco Group and Liberty Flourmls. 


ND 


them and their families of increased futute 
financial security, especially during these. 
tough times." 

Life event rider benefits are valid after'a 
six-month period. Plan holders are allowed 
to claim up to two life events per year anda 
total of five life events in alifetime. —- 

The New York Life Event Rider is avail 
able free of charge to new Big Apple Dollar 
Advantage plan holders until the end of 
June. For more information, call 818-HELP 
(4357). E 


REPUBLICAN COLLEGE 


42-18" Ave, Murphy, Quezon City, 
Ema eputiancatogeT949@ yahoo.com © 


“Where affordable quality learning 
blends well with life's daily work ;| 
for communityand nation — 7 
building" : 
“Home of Top Criminology Board Passers” + 
COURSES OFFERED: ' 


* GRADUATE STUDIES 
Master of Arts in Education 
Master in Business Administration 
Master of Science in Criminology 

DAY & NIGHT CLASSES 

LIBERAL ARTS (A.B.) 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
CRIMINOLOGY 
BACHELOR OF SECONDARY 
EDUCATION 
Major in Filipino 
Major in English 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
COMMERCE 
Major in Management 
SECRETARIAL w/ COMPUTER 
One Year Course 
Two-Year Course 


* HIGHSCHOOL 
For Particulars Please Call: 912-1286 
Enrollment Going On 


Summer Classes Begin : + 
APRIL 10, 2006 


NO TUITION FEE 
INCREASE 


gra nsCo 


Republic of the Philippines. 


National Transmission Corporation 
Section |. Invitation to Apply for Eligibi 
‘Supply, Delivery, Installation ond Commissioning of Single 


Cell Stationary Batteries 


(Reference No.: PB060228-EL0025) 

The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION, Head Otice Region (TRANSCO-HO} 
rote C2006 Corperae Budget approved by ihe TRANSCO Board ends apply he 
end Pip 12000080 veng ne las Approved Bodge or me Cora (ABC) payments 
as me coactis Supph.Deeer instalation and Commissioning o! Stationary 
‘Sige Cel Bateries. Ges recened m cicess ol ine ABC shal be saomatcay recid at 


Báipeneg, 


The TRANSCO-HO now nies Bids om gie Balders or SadonaryBateves Derry 
We GOODS srequred maran nne (0) calendar days Fon recepto approved Purchase 
rie. The descipton ol an egale Bidder i comaned m Section al the Bidding 


Documents TS 


Regt Pat A (RA) d 


and to Bid 


Name of Contract 


Location 
Bref Description 
Approved Budget 
for the Contract 

Contract Duration 


Pactose 


ngran dsretonn, 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE-INFRASTRUCTURE 
Cebu Capitol, Cebu City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO RE-BID 


The Province of Cebu, through Its Bids and Awards Committee- 

frastructure (BAC-INFRA), invites contractors registered with and classifed 
by the Philippine Contractors Accreditation Board (PCAB) to apply for 
eligibility, to bid for the hereunder contract 


Proposed Construction of. 
Daanbantayan Roro Port 

Maya, Daanbantayan, Cebu 
Construction of RollOn-Rol-Off Port 


P14.999.508.45 
180 Calendar Days 


Prospective bidders should possess a valid PCAB License applicable to 
the contact, have completed a similar contract with a value of at least 50% 
Or the ABC, and have key personnel and equipment available for the 


prosecution of the contract. 


‘the BACHNFRA will use non-discretionary pass! 


fai cateria in the Ehgbiity Check/Sereening as well as the in Preliminary 
Examination of Bids. The BAC-INFRA will conduct post-qualtfication of the 


lowest calculated bid 

Al particulars relative to Eligibility Statements and Screening, Bid Security 
Performance Secunty, Pre-bidding Conference, Evaluation of Bids. Post 
Quasíicaton and Award of Contact shall be governed by the pertinent provisions 
GERA. 9184 and its Implementing Rules and Reguiations-A (IRR-A) 
The schedule of BAC-INFRA activities is as follows: 

BACANFRA Activitios 
Receipt from prospective bidders of 
The TRANSCO HO wi tld a Pre Gi Conerence open al intrested paries oa April 24, Letters of intent (LOI) Including. 
200a at LHIOP A se same cass iow Roques ler ovate on the bd documents Application for Eligibility " 
M n E M a A EU Issuance of Eligtbiy Forms 

mr cy peony gerer erae y Receipt of Eligibiliy Requirements 
Grima, 208, A fas mesi be accompanied by a B secuty many dte looma fom 
Eri + dm Nonce of Resuls of Engibiliy Check 

1esuance of Bidding Documents 
Pre-bid Conference ‘April 42, 2006 
Receipt and Opening of Bids ‘April 25, 2006. 

The BAC-INFRA Secretariat wil issue lo prospective bidder's Eligibinty’ 
Forms at the Provincial Engineer's Office, Legislative Building, Capitol 
Compound, Cebu City. upon their submission of a Letter of intent and upon 
payment of non-refundabe amount of Filly Pesos (PS0 00) to the Cash 
Emision, Provincial Treasurer's Otfice. Prospective bidders shal 
Eigisity Requirements to, and may also obtain the results of ù 
Chuck from ine aforementioned address. For further inquies, one may call 
the Secretariat at (032) 416-5400 local 110. E 

The BAC-INFRA will issue Bidding Documents including Plans and 
Speciications only to bidders declared by the BAC-INFRA to be eligible fot 
ine bidding upon payment of non-refundable amount of Five Thousand: 
Pesos (25,000.00) to the Cash Division, Provincial Treasurer's Office. 

The Province of Cebu assumes no f 


pen sage In arder oily terre respansweess fhe bid 1o fecal and 
anoal reqarcent ef me project The conrad shal hen be awarded 1o bo Lowest 
cus gd Respansve Dit (CRE) who was detuned as suc Gang the post- 
‘quicamn poceaze 

A complete sei oi dáng Docunerts may be pscised by csi ders ring March 
Sian to Moy 8, 200 rom 20 A M. o 420 PM. at Be ads below and upon payment 
Motoneimdsis lee a o moon c One Thousand Pesos (Php 1000.0. The method 
Gl poyon wi be CASH. The Being Documents shal be rected persona by ihe 
prospec cer os outers representase: T 


fEennnony mest poseoss pr 

ionic iaesnutd lechnical groupaivontors, menton i 

‘Suir tecntgy verfcabon grous 

Traproposedtocnoipy mt be conolantto ha portant provisions oA S009 or R.A S089 
Fe a ot ards ani cap Hostes RR A 8149 Tha Pipe Can A 
TOt Ga o Cas Waist Ac PD 1152. Tha Pappie Eneronmartal Codo, na Kc 
Braaccen me loan Development Mecanism (COM) 


Schedule 
March 30 - Apri 6, 2008 


March 30 - Apri 6, 2006 
March 30 - April 6, 2006 
‘April 7, 2008 
‘April 10, 2006) 


Farm of Seam 

T Ga cee ners me no 
Check managers creck br d [ 
Erman we does T AIC) 

DICE -RETTSS] L2 

Sey bon SLAA LN CI 

4 Tee goer gies NEE me Nia 

ron epee nour ae camer caer, La Dd hl eto 

apaan sra be on May 8, 20061 2-00 Pa athe [dun Conoce in sume ades 

OE Got ma te opened m me presence of ie Drs ptus who ese 10 

perd 

Jha Rasen amans Corpora reserves hor accen o rue sey io ann 

doesn aces aid woot ony ime pret contac war wos ary 

cag eta toto acd Bde Bes 

Metro rssson Cperson esd Oe Regon 

A Amando ica BAC Coon 

MuDURes GF Taco Man B 


z 
3 
4 
[7 s. 
6 
T 


XE 


4. TroMariioltl Bong row inven pola Baro apriy lor hay 
EU WASTE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM MATERIALS RECOVERY FACILITY (DESIGN 
BHO BULD SCHEME) Anpicaunra or hti wi te evitcdona passa nase The 
Daune io ia mubmiecicleipr documori shal fa on or balore Apel 35, 2008 Oniy 
Hee dee parte tr Diodi cnoca be oreo purchase o bang Document. 

irorod Dosen anal scar Mo Ey Documonis, upon ir submission of a Lotar ot 
NU rom nota wie saree gron blow] or a BAC Serial ai ho ad 
icone: on er bolere Api 13 2000. Thay trag eum me accampiatad EADY 
sunaria p orde kx ete be acad oye BAC Seremban ada, one 
ro Apr 18, 208, 
"he Loca Goverment cf Balangresemes te right to accapior reject any Did und oan 
Ihe bang poene and ra a bs t any tre pror o contre award, who etby. 


foe NTEORATED. 


eanngey tbat too oca ero ders 
aver Tha pospoctvo ddr agree and binda ted to abid to tho Mni dacicn o ia 
Cee ears alt Caribe ware any gl acioncr cine ageret a LGU 
{Eamon potaeng o a preci now and ma ur 


God) REMOIO VIOLA 


PD Mucho Apri 42000) ee 


Poser Cere. Qn cma B Rond 
Daman Quezon cy 

Tel fo 632 9012298/ Fax Na. (832) 3228432 
rd 


compensate or indemnity bd 
of ther bids and reserves th 


sibility whatsoever 10 
iders lor any expenses incurred in Ine preparation 
ve night to reject any and all bids, declare a alure 


ol bidding or not to award the contrac. 
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At One Serendra, youl haue room to lounge and laze about in perfect lzury and ease 
You'll have room for a whole lot of everything else as well. Because at One Serendr 


you enjoy not just the 65% greenery offered every other Serendra owner, but appoinmenis and living ON EF 
space unparalleled in the whole Bonifacio Global City. Ayala Land Premier's One Serendra bas generously spaced 


units that give you and your family the kind of room normally only found in far-flung suburban developments. 
Do tryto squeeze in a visit to us today. We've more than enough room to accommodate you. 


Call 889-9557 to 60 - oneserendra@ayalaland.com.ph - www.oneserendra.com 


Model units are available for viewing at the Serendra Pavilion 26th Street, Bonifacio Global City everyday from 9am to 8pm. HLURB LTS Nos.: 10412 and 10464 


E PHILAMLIFE LEADS AMONG. [4] 
É-- LIFE INSURANCE AGENCIES: PAN LIFE 
pons | Assets f The no.1 life insurance company in the country. 
in Millons. | in Milions [^ v m 


Philamlife | P21,649" | 88,900" |) Y 
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CompanyX| P15,072" | 50,756" | .THE JUICIEST INSURA! CE IN 


"e à 


"s d 


li— ; 
[| Companyy | Pea? | P36.87 z & ie 


pe m 


i 
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334 Formere information, call (02) 526-5565. - www.ophitam.com 
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quire ie name/age/city/message o 2207 (Globe) and 386 (Smart) or email us at pr_ifestyie@inquirer.com.ph 


N & BEAUTY 


á EVEN 
BANGUS ala Bistek < | Dagupeños 
uses Mama Sita's ah v ——3 are hard-put 
Oyster Sauce È 3 ae to explain 
for flavoring. r E d why their 
bangus tastes 
different. 


“Toss in alii fun and season with imagination to give kids and teens 
Summer yi alway remember! Enroll nem atthe Maya Kitchen's 
Special summer cooking classes for kids and teens, They net only 
bok and bake tei favor treats, thoyl also develop skits and 
SSniidenee tet wil set thom on te ight track o ile and even make 
Rew friends along ihe way. Limited slots only, so call F 
the Maya Kitchen ty! 

Young People's Cook-In (YPCI): for teens, April 19-21 
VD dto Coverage. tnc LORNO and baking techniques, actual | 
Greparaion of quick & easy dishes from soup to dessert. Ham & Com 

Wiener. Chicken Pot Pie, Bacon Pasta Salad w/ Caesar dressing, 
Frit Compote, Mushroom Bruschetta, Beel Lettuce Rolls, Chicken 
Bufiaio Appie Crumble, Giant Chocolate Chip Cookies, Chocolate 

Filam Mousse Cake, Peaches & Cream & Lemon Squares, 2,000. 

"Junior Culinary workshop: for boys and giris aged 7-11 April 26 & 28 (W&F) 2-5 p.m. Coverage: 

V pa ien Kichen mah ané conversion, abe seling and napkin folding: Cooking Workshop: 

Poner Sandwich Easy Hamburger Pie, Cheesy Oven, French es, Fresh Fru Slush, Chicken Noodle 

Bonae. Bare Fish & Chips, Frully Mallow dello & Chocolate Cookie Softies. P1,500 

B [Kiddie Party Cooking: for 4-6 years old May 6 (SaL) 3-6 pm. A course especialy designed to introduce 

has its fat , iie kes for the fun à pleasure of cooking, Aciviy Decorate your own, apron: Coking Workshop: 

Mie cow shake: svawbeny shoricakes: Edible Fi owl Free snacks & party give-away. P750.00. 

dist ibuted CERTIFICATE COURSES FOR ADULTS (Limited enrollment, pre-registration required) 
ri ask Food Server Course: Apri 1 & 8 (SaL) $ pam. Service Equipment à Supplies, Bag sep. 
asioina a king. tabi Service: Preparation, Types, Sequencing, Taking orders, Clearing & 

much more | Phraseoloay 2,00. 

asie Cina: Aoil 475.20 (9 am. = 2o) Propor nen, soniiaton and sar rumen 
i I Choral cocking: proper ris-an-piaco of repo, stocks, Soups, sauces, marinades, use 
extensively | #4 raenaes sonkhaions, proper piretasing, siage, Techniques of jing and boring pou 
Merana en and meat fabrication. Vth actual preparation ol dishes fom appetizer, salad eggs, pasta, 
and almost , sealad, pouty and meals, dessert noui gamiting for piala presentation. Free Mix & Matoni 
Fundamentals of Bakery Production: April 18-21/May 2-5 T-F (9 a.m. - 1 p.m.) Standard baking 
evenly fundamentals of patior Ceduseton on ine use fond mde ns bread, quc read, pn, 
LUE ‘Soldos and cakes, P4000 wih fee cookbook. 
in its body, One Day Specials For All Ages 
DS DOCY, | aranin: Aon 22 (Sat) 2-5 p.m. Bbingka Royale, Cassava Bibingka, Pichi-pichi, Pueng-pull Bbingkang 
giving it its Taal Cusine, Maja nacka; Homemade salts F750 

‘Text and photos by Linda B. Bolido make tapa or tocino, whip up kare-kare or pal- ^ denangse Cooking; Atri 29 (Sat) am, | pm Meo soup, Mined Tempur, Kamameshi Assorted | 

axle obedece erac topped inti pa 


O DAGUPEROS, BONUAN IS vegetables with a dash of oyster sauce, which For inquiries, visit the Maya Kitchen (Tuesdays thru Saturdays) at 8th floor, Liberty 


; Building, A. Arnaiz Ave. (Pasay Road), Makati City or call tel. 892-1185 or 892-5011 
both the district and its fa- memu — milkytaste | loc. 108; at mkitchen@ultimate.info.com.ph 


mous bangus. For almost ev- 
eryone else, Bonuan is practically VET T 


the gold standard for bangus quality. 4 d 
Physically, the Bonuan bangus supposedly *. x á " 
J 


has features that distinguish it from other va- (OA W a 
rieties—short arched belly; fine, shiny scales, 

short tail and small head. But it is the taste. FOR MEN & WOMEN! 
that sets the Bonuan bangus, raised in brack- 

ish water resulting from the convergence of 


ta Magaye ulead Spip and Devel FREE ONLY M 
Rivers, apart from the rest. 4 
In fact, the locals say, Bonuan is even distin- ^ e € 
guishable from that of neighboring Binmaley. v CR j 
Like other bangus varieties, Bonuan boasts A. € à 
ofa fatladen belly the most prized partofthe | ^? ES d a 
fish. But unlike the others, Bonuan also has its r 
fat distributed much more extensively and al- d 
most evenly in the rest of its body, according , ARTURO 
to Mama Sita’s Ramon Reyes, an expert n. |. .° lost35 Ibson his programme. 
agribusiness and fish culture, wa 
This, Reyes says, gives Bonuan its distine- JONABEL GAVIETA 
tive milky taste making it truly worthy to be “lost 34.5 Ibs on her programme. 
called milkfish. $i s 
lors qulon or bangur harvest, done in A 5 FREE 
ee early moming or early evening, is a ritual & ae | | 
that is both exciting and festive. It is also hard PERSONAL ‘TRAINING PER DAY 


work. Men gather around a pen where the : SLOTS p 
me ma pies iar ad bees cae) Q* wd NO JOINING FEES! CREDIT CARD 
Bex P As ne: Menon oat slowly 2s ; OPTIONS AT 0%. 
Cf the net closes in on them, the fh, their 3 QS MEDICAL SUPERVISION AT ALL CENTERS. 
scales glinting like silver in the sun, jump up FIRST 25 SLOTS. 
and down as they try to get out of the AS j | 
Th f the then h 4 t e 
PISA AEn nel T peperere 


o receive exi vend bangus and d ; E | GREAT FACE 

tribute tailers. zà E " 

TI Bonuan bought from the market man- Free from all Body hair & Blemishes! 
ages to taste distinctive despite the trip from | 7. 4 


pen to markets that can take hours, if not EEVIVITERIGREAT CASH SAVINGS FOR MARCH!!! 
days, one can imagine the flavor of freshly F 


Mi d ie, $1 PUY CET EREE S. 
With the fish going almost straight to a pot. 4 acey OREM E 
or pan, with only a boat ride in between, one |; EC CAOLA | ow skin, FACE & BODY TREATMENTS". FIRST 25 SLOTS. 
savors all its juices, that inimitable taste of |j - 3 [-E-3 BEC | CREDIT CARD OPTIONS AT O96. por vn me reren ecrit sere er 000 
fresh catch, unadulterated by ice used to pre- 
serve fish during the long trip to the market. 
"That goes for other seafood items, too, that 
one can get from the pens and waters in the 
Bonuan area—oysters, crabs, shrimps, 
Steamed, kinilaw, used in sinigang, every- 
thing just seems to be so much juicier, sweeter 
and tastier when fresh catch is the main ingre 


dien. FITNESS & SKIN HOTLINE | 5 


Mixes and sauces i == ids ) 
Of course, the right seasoning and condi- DIAMOND ULTRAPEEL HOT MASQUE BODY FORMER 


ments, like Sinigang sa Bayabas and Barbecue 


For beautiful, smooth For firming and inch loss. Lose 1,000 calories 
Marlene Mix Sukang Tuba and Coconut CELLPHONE | vois firing ‘while you relax 
Nectar Vinegar, enhance the memorable ex- | = MESOTHERAPY «AQUAMID. «NUTRACELLFACE *BOTOX "RESTYLANE *WART REMOVAL 
perience of eating something practically 091-SLIMMERS I ePERLANE *LASER ACNE TREATMENT "PERMANENT LASER HAIR REMOVAL -*FACIAL . "SKIN WHITENING 
Straight from the sea, With Mama Sita having (75466377) AR 
[lead E e ALABANG Gemma/Wendy 809-0396 MEGAMALL Gina/Ruby 631-3869 
need, whipping up something nb BINONDO Thelma/Jannah 242-1312 PASAY RD Cher/Maan/Val 887-1335 
even on a tiny spot of land in the middle of a CALOOCAN Roda/Olive 365-7653 Pasay Rd cellphone 09178515920 
body of water with only fish pens for neigh- CEBU Juna/Anne 231-3254 PASIG Lorie/Dino 681-5333 
bors, isa cinch. o E A REDERE EA GREENHILLS Eleanor/Juvy 726-6505 SM NORTH Mitch 929-5429 

"A member of the Marigold Commodities | inquire@siimmersworld.com.ph LEGASPI VILL. Lani/Jonah 893-8935 SUBIC Beth/Precy 252-6514 


Corp., Mama Sita's line includes mixes and MALATE Daisy/Mhaye 536-0619 TRAFALGAR Anna 814-0138 
sauces made from natural ingredients that 


Mates akeccoking easier and faster. Theycan | SKIN CENTER HOTLINES: ALABANG 7750587/09183912510. BINONDO 2420720» 78224557 CALOOCAN 3657653 GREENHILLS 7261526/09194986196 
help tum a Hitches gre into & pro, pU MALATE 5259891/09213173415 MEGAMALL 6377543/09162479753 PASAY RD.8873530/09156893088 PASIG 6473816/09275301314 


‘THE BEST of East and West. Western Tuna Aioli 


Makati's wor 


By Margaux Salcedo 
Contributor 
Photos by Rodel Rotoni 


in a Western manner or vice ver- 
sa. An example is the Western Tu- 
na Aioli, a slab of tuna grilled ina 
rich sauce of crushed garlic, egg 
yolks, lemon juice and olive oil 
but layered afterwards with 
‘wasabi mayonnaise for a hint of 
Japanese. This meal, which 
‘comes with rice and sidings, is 
only P180 and is delicious. 

Amother Obento favorite of 
mine is the Gindara Steak a la Po- 
bre, also served with a doze of 
wasabi mayonnaise, priced at on- 
ly P165. 

For the men, I would recom. 
mend the Beef Ribs Teppanyaki, 
which is only P190. Its cooked 
Japanese style so the meat is defi- 
nitely tender and it comes in the 
bento box. So, overall, it is very 
filing, 

The Chicken Teriyaki, with 
generous proportions, is only 
P125. Tempura aficionados will 
be pleased to know that the 
prawns here fill up the flour 
‘wrapping and not the other way 
around. 


SAKE LAB IS THE LATEST 
addition to the growing number 
of neighborhood bars around the 
Legazpi and Salcedo areas. 

Formerly Bento Box, this one- 
stop shop for reasonably priced 
good food and creative cocktails 
is the new yuppie hangout of 
choice. 

But first, rewind to the Bento 
Box years. Owner Happy Ong- 
pauco, who trained at the Culi- 
nary Institute of America in Napa 
Valley, created a Japanese fast 
food restaurant with a menu 
composed of her favorite 
Japanese dishes using ingredi- 
'ents that would allow her to serve 
them at amazingly reasonable 
prices. 

The result: a full Japanese meal 
for as low as P125. For P225, you 
can already get a slab of Porter- 
house Steak Teppanyaki! 


Create your own 

Even better, unlike other 
restaurants that offer Japanese 
bento lunches, here you are given 
the option to “create” your own, 
ie., you can choose your viand, 
the side dishes and the rice 
~ Ongpauco also created what 
she calls an Obento menu, 
Japanese-inspired dishes cooked 


Banana Tempura 

Ifyou find yourself craving for 
something sweet, Sake Lab has a 
concoction that will have you 
smiling the rest of the day: its 
called the Banana Tempura a la 
Mode. It is banana dipped in tem- 
pura batter, deep-fried, topped 
with vanilla ice cream then 


The true mil 


incidentally, is made from oysters grown just 
a few meters away from bangus pens. 


Boneless Chicken Barbecue 
1 kboneless chicken (breasts and thighs) 
2/3 c Mama Sita's Barbecue Marinade 
Cooking oil for basting 
1. Slice chicken meat into 3” x 2” portions. 
2. In a bowl, marinate chicken pieces in 
‘Mama Sita’s Barbecue Marinade. 


mee 


pr 


HEIDI Ozaeta of Marigold Commodities Corp. demonstrates how to 
cook Sinigang sa Bayabas using Mama Sita's instant mix, 


tg 


—— 


MEN on bamboo platforms wait to haul harvested bangus during 
gullon-gullon. 


FAVORITE OBENTO. Gindara Steak a la Pobre. 
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SWEET FUSION. Banana Tempura a la Mode 
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king crowd finds new lab 


smothered in chocolate syrup. It's 
all your favorites combined and is 
as sweet as Sayuri’s smile. 

The end of 2005 marked the 
introduction of bento box to the 
nightlife. Seeing the potential of 
the midnight crowd on Palanca 
Street, Ongpauco partnered with 
veteran bar owner Paolo Abaya of 
Ebisu and Absinth fame, to create 
the ultimate neighborhood hang- 
out: Sake Lab. 

‘The name brought a lot of ex- 
citing ideas to my mind: geisha- 
like waitresses serving sake, 
Harajuku girls smoking out front, 
karaoke nights with the whole 
bar egging on a geeky, drunk art 
director to loosen up and sing “I 
Will Survive." 

Unfortunately, the laid-back 
Palanca crowd would probably 
choke at this party scene so I 
found myself in the ordinary: the 
usual Makati crowd in jeans anda 
nice shirt, San Mig Light, Pacquio 
and the Chinese New Year for 
conversation, and hip-hop in the 
air—nothing Japanese! 

To the owners’ credit though, 
they do offer the Sake Bomb, 
which 1 thoroughly enjoyed and 
which Twould have all my friends 
drink for the fun of it! It is a shot 
ófsake in a huge glass of beer. But 
the fun is not as much in the drink 
as in the act of drinking it. As ex- 
plained by parmer Abaya, you're 
supposed to gulp it dawn while 


ish... 


3. Marinate for one hour in the refrigerator 

4. Skewer chicken pieces into barbecue 
sticks, 

5. Grill skewered chicken two to three min- 
utes on each side. 

6. Brush occasionally with the marinade 
mixed with cooking oil. 

7. Serve with Mama Sita's Java Sauce as a 
dip. 

Makes five servings. 

Dipping Sauce: Java Sauce 

Variation: For seafood, marinate 15 min- 
utes per kilo. 


Sinigang na Bangus Belly sa Bayabas 
3cwater. 

1 small onion, quartered 

small tomato, quartered 

1 pouch Mama Sita's Sinigang sa Bayabas 
Mix 

1.1 Ibs bangus belly, boneless 

2 pos siling haba (long green pepper) 

Jecsitaw, cut into two-inch lengths 

1 c kangkong 

Fish sauce (patis) to taste 

1. In a saucepan, combine water, onion, 
tomatoes and Mama Sitz's Sinigang sa 
Bayabas Mix. 

2. Bring toa boil. 

3. Add bangus belly, cut into serving pieces. 
Cook until almost done. 

4. Add sili and sitaw. Continue cooking for 
five minutes then add kangkong. Turn off 
heat. 

5. Add fish sauce to taste. 

6. Serve hot. 

Makes four servings. 


Bangus a la Bistek 

11b bangus belly 

2 tbsp Mama Sita's Liquid Seasoning 

1 tsp calamansi juice 

2tbsp cooking oil 

nė sayote, cubed 

Ya c carrots, cubed 

ta conion rings 

3 tbsp Mama Sita's Oyster Sauce 

1. Marinate bangus belly in Mama Sita's 
Liquid Seasoning and calamansi juice for 15 
minutes. 

2. Blanch cubed sayoté and carrots in boil- 
ing water. 

3. Heat oil, fry marinated bangus belly till it 
changes color, 

4. Set aside. 

4. In the same pan, stir fry onion rings in lit- 
tle oil. Add Mama Sita's Oyster Sauce. 

S. Add bangus belly and continue cooking 
until sauce thickens, more or less two minutes. 

6. To serve, arrange bangus belly in serving 
platter. Top with onion rings and pour sauce 
over it. Garnish with blanched vegetables. 

7. Serve hot. 

Makes four servings. 


the rest of your friends cheered 
you on, shouting "Ike! Ike! Iket”, 
"which was what he and partner 
Xavy Zialcita did. 

Tes a whole lot of fun—just 
never do it on an empty stomach 
or you might end up shouting an- 
other word altogether! 


All in all, Sake Lab is the per- 
fect hangout for Makati's working 
crowd. With a very reasonably 
priced lunch and dinner menu, 
great lounge music care of DJ 
Abaya, and bang for the buck 
drinks like the Sake Bomb, Sake 
Lab's the bomb. 


lage 
E-mail 


The best way to end the week, 
really, isto go "ike" at Sake Lab! 


Sake Lab, formerly Bento Box, is 
on C. Palanca Street in Legazpi Vil- 


the author at 


margauxsalcedo@yahoo.com 


WITH the right sauces and condiments, like Mama Sita's, a simple fare of inihaw na bangus, 


steamed shrimps, broiled whole tomatoes and sliced onions is a feast. 


FRESHLY harvested seafood needs only the 
most basic condiments to be fully savored, 


MAMA SITA's 
oyster sauces 
get their main 
ingredients 
from farms 
in Bonuan. 


TWO of 
Pangasinan's 
other famous 
products—puto 
Calasiao and 
mangoes. 
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THE CENTER FOR CULINARY 
‘Arts Manila (CCA Manila) is offer- 
ing Creative Recreational Short 
Courses (CRSC) at Farmers Mar- 
ket. 

The satellite .school at the 
Farmers Market will adopt the in- 
movative approach "Shop, Cook 
and Leam." It is geared for adults 
ofall ages with both basic and ad- 
vance courses that will cover local 
and intemational recipes. 

The four-hour casses will al- 
Jow full hands-on participation by 
students, The program aims to 
enhance the students knowledge 


Cooking classes in 


esi 
a market 


touch to what they already know. 
‘Students will join chef instruc- 


tors on a culinary tour at 


the 


Farmer's Wet Market and leam 
‘more about ingredients and vari- 


‘ous products Instructors will 
sive them tips on purchasing. 


also 


‘The students will then cook 


what they bought back at 


the 


school, located at the second level 


ofthe market. 


‘CCA Manila is at 287 Cravings 
Bidg, Katipunan Ave, Loyola 


Heights, Quezon 
4264840/41. 
ing@ccarmanilacom or 


Giy 


Call 


Email market- 


visit 


„= PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


LIFESTYLE 
Learn the art of ‘pancit’ -making 


THE REGGIE ASPIRAS SCHOOL OF CULINARY 
Arts will conduct the following classes: 

March 31: Gourmet Pancit—The Art of Making 
Delicious Pancit—Pancit Canton with Scallops, 
Pancit Bihon Guisado with Chinese Pork Asado 
and Roasted Duck, Pancit Mami in Lechon Manok 
Broth, Lang-lang with Fresh Spring Vegetables, 
Gourmet Style Pancit Habhab. 

April 1: Chilean Sea Bass—Steamed with Hot 
Oil and Soy-flavored Sauce, Whole Bass in Salt 
Grust with Garlic Sauce, Rosemary-baked, Hon- 
ey-glazed with Butter Sauce, Bass Kebabs, Sea 
Bass Curry, Whole Steamed Oriental Style 

‘April 3: Gulay Pinoy Style—Delicious Laing, 
‘The Real Pakbet with Home-made Bagnet, 
Lumpiang Mani in Lettuce Leaves, Lumpiang Gu- 


Guisado Done Right; plus Guinisang Gulay Done 
to Perfection, a technique that works for almost 
all types of veggies. 

April 5: Salad and Sandwich Bar (all 
new)—Caesar Hamburger, Chicken Caesar, 
Turkey with Hot Cheese Sauce, Chicken Avocado, 
Barbecued Pork, Tuna; salads with four dressings 
and condiments. 

Call 9289296, 9273008 or 6335162. 


Basics of food serving 
MAYA KITCHEN is offering the Baslo Course for 
Food Servers, 3-6 p.m., April 1 and 8. 

The course wil cover service equipment and 
supplies; basic setup; napkin folding and skirting; 
table service: preparation, types, sequencing, 


Basic Culinary Course, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., April 4- 
77, will cover proper hygiene, sanitation and safe- 
ty; nutrition and nutritional cooking; proper mis- 
‘en-place of mirepoix, stocks, soups, sauces, 
marinades; use of herbs and spices combina- 
tions; proper purchasing, storage; techniques of 
disjointing and boning poultry, filleting fish and 
meat fabrication; with actual preparation of ^] 
dishes from appetizer, salad, eggs, pasta, 
seafood, poultry and meats all the wayto — " 
dessert, including garnishing for plate presenta- 
tion. Participants get a free "Mix & Match” cook- 
book. 

Visit Maya Kitchen (Tuesday-Saturday) at 8/F, 
Liberty Bldg., A. Arnaiz Ave. (formerly Pasay 
Road), Makati. Call 8921185 or 8925011 local 


lay, Fresh Lumpiang Ubod, Cynthia's PUK-PU, ^ taking orders, clearing and phraseology. 
Labong llokano Style with Bangus, Monggo- 


veen nanibcora. 108. E-mail mkitchen@ultimate.info.com.ph. 


and skills by adding a professional 


Marks of quality-and safety mre 


Santos complained that the washing mac 
chine they bought had a dirty hose and smelle : 5 
Of fabric softener: He was also bothered that SM Baking & Cake Decorating School 
Appliance Center immediately replaced the unit Elton, oS aoar esie TAa 
‘when he complained. tunftaran 

It was explained to him that it was the policy 
‘of both SM and Whirlpool to replace units with- 
in seven days after purchase. SM Appliance 
Center stressed all units they sold were deliv- 
ered directly from the supplier and they: 
sell any used items. Chris Sioco, Exatech’s AVP 
for sales and marketing, assured Santos that all 
products Whirlpool delivered to SM were brand 
new. As the company's washing machine facto- 
qy was in Brazil, he said he would pass on San- 
tos comments to the production outfit. 


T | Where the best 
A | Bakeshop Owners 


Florendo 


an ASIAN PICKS" HALL OF FAME AWARDEE 


4, APR, 3-7 18:00AM - SO0PM - BASIC CAKE DECORATING - ( P11,000 for whole course) 
| '" rao APR. 9-4 - Leom 10 tnd of ong towers igure pong. Baka & decorate your bastoi weave cak using bolad ra 


imas roms towers 
00A < 12:00NN - SUGAR FREE BAKING FOR DIABETIC. 
Fahy aisi Empanada, Caffe Cheese Cato, Cocos Nu Pa Peappi Fer Cle Lemont 
NEXT SCHED: MAY © 
73,000 - APR. 22 - Banana, Appla Amand, Bars, Carrat Cato, Choco Nut Cale, Wola Whoa read. ne Bead 
NEXT SCHED: MAY 13 
100 - APR. 29 - Browie Supreme. Choco Chilon, Orange Che, Banana Pecan, Cootes Sed Rae Cookes, 
“Growy Gosen Coches Bang br Dabotce. NEKT SCHED: MAY 20 
3. APR. 10-141 8:00AM - SOOPM - ADVANCED GUMPASTE & FOREIGN METHOD -( P11,000) 
Nv need on Guna Flowers Objects Marga Rsbon went. Finest Stag Works, Lace Pees, New Recos ol 
NEXT SCHED: MAY 8 -12 


2. APR. 0,22 8 29 
93,000 - APR. 


(Our regular columnist, Marietta V Giron, is 
indisposed. Please send letters to The Consumer, 
Lifestyle Section, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino 
Roces Ave. cor Mascardo and Yague Sts, Makati 
City; PO Box 2353 Makati Central Post Office, 
1263 Makati; or e-mail IbolidoGoinquirercom. ph 3 
ve the Sexiest Dance Party this summer: featuring DJs 
[amie Richards &/ Andy Warburton “with Anton 
Ramos of the Chill Out Project House.Sessions 


Classic Hits from 1999-2006 


Hed Kandi Greatest Hits 


vll March 31, 2006 // World Trade Center 


EuGHSH METHANE eie oer neord ha net edt fun tae 


41-211 00M. SOPH - COLO PORCELAIN FLOWER COURSES WITH PORCELAIN RECIPE ( P5000 ) 
k Tal t ston core lor ona y) = a) Samospuia, Suntowor. Waina wa, DI Rose Camaya, Cytun; c) Magoto. 
H Oso Rose tinengen Grapes COLD PORCELAIN DOLLS (P10,000 by appointment” ERI 
LOOAM -8:30PM -SPECIAL BAKING - (P14,000 For whole course) 
OS Ke of specal coles hom sound he wor. Each cate nas a dilereni lóng i decraton 
luo cake, Black Foes ca, Decadence caka, Fan Toi cat, Fri or ak 
APR. 25 AN CHI Cakes: Mango cate, Ube caha, Pisas cae, Rocky Road caka, Cof Crunch caka: 
io Cakes. Puer Rum ej Carol ais, aia cle Mosi Cracouie cate. Special Fr cak. 
ker lover. Mango. Tremsu Cages & Cream. Now York Cestcae 
ues Sansal Datum Quaere Tore. Braso do Mercedez, Pena Merengue Pie- 
NEXT SCHED: MAY 22 - 207 FOR SPECIAL SCHEDULE PLS. CALL. 
FLOWERS Wo SUGAR 


HOLYWEEK & SUMMER TOURS 


April 1316. HOLYWEEK Ilocos Tour 
April 14-16 BANAUE TOUR *Sagada 
Aprit21-23 BICOL TOUR wi Donsol 
Ye arrange GROUPIFAMBLY xe Vr LARA RAL Fast 
or re, PILREAGE: 
‘Apr29-01May: PALAWAN TOUR 
Used Ane Cn Sanang Deh de Bay ndi 
Tran c ENGRANDE TRAVEL 


[E 
Disc Figino Fond a cate Pos 

et l Open Horse, Root ng 

fami had Gow Gen? 

Too hans Meet esraens mal 

POWDERED SUGAR nets icones 
FFICIAL CONFECTIONER SUGAR” Sel Pit im nandi, 


E " s AVELINA* 
ESED BY SIRS FLORENDO LIU eee 


ciii VE ig nea rat 
[17227 Eoo: cem cs al 


emp 


: gparket 
ee 


1 
ad 


p 
3 


Eind your way to the best deals. Y. 


NM vi neutral 


Marketi Market! is in Bonifacio Global City. For Inquiries, call Customer Service Holline at 886-7519. 


EE 
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Marks 
ee of quality— 
BAKESHOP € FOODSHOP * and safety 


By Linda B. Bolido 


FIRE PREVENTION SHOULD NOT BE JUST A'* 
month-long exercise. It should be a year-round 
concern, 

Decisions consumers make will help save 
their lives and property as well as those of other 
people. 

As Fire Prevention Month closes, the Depart- 
ment of Trade and In- 
dustry (DTI) issues this, 
reminder so people can 
Say me the wie THE 
year round. The de- CONSUMER 
partment says, to avoid 
fire-related accidents 
due to poor-quality products, people should 
make sure they only buy appliances and other 
electrical products bearing the Philippine Stan- 
dard (PS) or Import Commodity Clearance 
(ICC) mark 

Items bearing the PS mark (locally manufac- 
tured), or ICC mark (imported goods) have 
passed safety tests of the Bureau of Product- 
Standards (BPS), says Trade Undersecretary for 
Consumer Welfare Zenaida Cuison Maglaya. 

Among household products required to have 
the PS or ICC mark are liquefied petroleum gas 
(LPG) cylinders, refrigerators, room air-condi- 
tioners, flat irons, rice cookers, television sets, 
electric fans, lighting products such as compact 
fluorescent lamps (CFLs) and selballasted 
Jamps, ballasts, Christmas lights, circuit break- 
ers, flexible cords, wires and cables, fuses, 
switches, fire extinguishers, safety matches, and 
lighters. 

Maglaya says safe products are not necessari- 
ly the most expensive. "As long as the product 
passed the standards, [consumers] can opt for 
the brand that fits their budget.” 

But she warns, “Some electrical and lighting 
products may be sold at rock-bottom prices 
[but] quality [may have been sacrificed) just to 
meet the demand for low prices... In the end, 
consumers end up paying more for the damage 
to property... The few pesos saved are not 
worth the risk." à 

BPS director Jesus L. Motoomull says the bu“ 
reau has a sustained campaign throughout the 
‘country to rid the market of substandard prod- 
ucts. He also stresses the need to use the prod- 
‘ucts properly and to observe safe practices. 

In observance of Fire Prevention Month, the 
department has set-up a mini-exhibit-for the 
whole month of March at the lobby.ofthe DTI 
office in Makati to showcase products that com- 
ply with safety and quality requirements and 
bear the PS and ICC marks. Italso offers tips for 
choosing and properly using the products. 
"Theme of this year’s Fire Prevention Month is 
“Pamayanan: Sama-sama Laban sa Sunog.” 

Consumers can report or file a complaint 
against substandard products through the con- 
sumer hotline (7513330), ireklamo website 
(wwwirekamoph), email (cwdbtr- 
cpGdidgovph) | TEXT — DTlcspaces- 
(REKLAMO) to 2920 for Globe and Smart sub- 
seribers. They can also visit DTI at 361 Sen. Gil 
Puyat Ave., Makati City. 


Happy consumers 

Meanwhile, DTI has made a reader 
(e _nuguid@homail.com) happy by acting on 
her complaint. She complained about poor af- 
ter-sales service by a store selling fax machines. 
After DTI was apprised of the problem, a com- 
pany technician showed up to teach her how to 
use the new features of the machines. 

D. 2. Patdu, on the other hand, is grateful 
that Smart has addressed his problem. “I would 
like to inform you that Smart acted immediately 
on my concerns. Their representatives called 
me up and informed me about the corrective ac- 
tions they would be implementing.” 

‘The complaints included arbitrary charges 
and misleading information on the WiFi pro- 
mo. 

Steff Lis wait for'a new telephone is finally 
over. The Philippine Long Distance ‘Telephone 
‘Company installed her new phone March 18. 
She was getting frustrated by the long delay 
since she applied fora new phone in December. 

SM Appliance Center and Exatech Inc, dis- 
triburor of Whirlpool, apologized to customer 
Leo Santos for the inconvenience he might have. 
suffered and assured him that all appliances. 
they carried were brand new. 

MARKSIC3 


Kanon 


FAW 


meus 


Canon Marketing (Philippines), Inc. 
2153 Don Chino Roces Avenue cor. V.A. Rufino St., Makati City 
884-9000 - Fax: 810-9797 - info@canon.com.ph + www.canon.com ph 
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history 
of dishes 


HOW MANY FAMILIES CAN BOAST THAT 
their recipes have been recorded for posterity in. 
a book? Or that the family's history through five 
generations has been included, written as a 
Ties of stories, in a style that succeeds in making 
those interesting even to an outsider? 

“Potluck: Hidalgo Bonding” (Anvil Publish- 
ing, 2006) was launched at the ancestral home 
of the Hidalgo-Lims on Vito Cruz last month. It 
was a year after the book was planned, accord- 
ing to Jaime Laya. 

In his introduction, 

he described the pro- 

COUNTRY — iectasa book “that en- 

‘compasses family his: 

COOKING tory memories of hap- 

py times, recipes of fa- 

vorite dishes (many 

brought to the potluck 

reunions), and the sto- 

ries that go with them." 

Generations of Hi- 

dalgos trace their roots 

to Don Luis A. Hidalgo 

Micky Fenix aà Doña Eulalia 

— > Lardizabal of Boac, 

Marinduque. There were 10 children from that 

union and the book is divided into chapters for 
each sibling (e.g House of Nicanor). 


Annual event 

You can imagine how big the clan is five gen- 
erations after. What is admirable is that Hidalgo 
reunions have been a yearly occurrence. It was 
during the 2005 gathering that the book was 
first planned. 

The working committee for the book com- 
prised of representatives of the third to the fifth 
generation. Adelaida Lim wrote and edited the 
book with Laya. Her sister Pia Lim Castillo, usu- 
ally hosted the monthly meetings. 

The committee gathered data, photographs, 
stories and recipes. E-mail helped a lot in the 
flow of communications, connecting the com- 
mittee to the different families. This was espe- 
cially helpful with the house of Ursula Villamin, 
all of whose members were bom or raised in the 
United States. It was the only branch with no 
representative during the launch. 

layaisa clan member by affinity. He married 
Alice Sandoval, daughter of Concepcion Hidal- 
go. ‘The fact that the book was finished in a 
year's time, quite fast if you consider how Laya 
has other work to do, indicated his interest in 
writing the stories of the Hidalgo family. 

He found pleasure in nuggets of discovery 
such as learning that the real Lola Basyang of 
Severino Reyes’ stories was the grandmother of 
Rufina Zamora who married Augusto Hidalgo. 

Heirloom recipes are enriched by the place 
where the family has settled and by the addition 
brought in by in-laws. The recipes include tradi- 
tional Filipino cooking, traditional Spanish- 
fluenced dishes, provincial delicacies and inno- 
vations from family chefs. 

‘And how wonderful that each family ac 
knowledges their cooks who made their meals 
worthwhile, including those who didn’t willing 
ly give the recipes. Of the 10 siblings, irs Augus. 
to Hidalgo who stayed in the Marinduque 
hometown. 

‘The dishes that belong to the place are adobe 
sa gata, chicken cooked in coconut milk and na 
mi, a vine with hairy leaves, also cooked in gata. 
‘The kalamay hati, a coconut jam, is another 
The hometown’s version of the boiled beef 
shank and kneecap adds camansi, petsay anc 
singapur (small gabi or taro in Boac) to the pot. 


‘AFAMILY/ D2 


PARCELS of fresh lumpiang ubod on soup 
spoons 


PHILIPPINE 


DAILY INQUIRER 


For feedback e-ma us at HestyleQinquirercom.ph 


Textus your feedback: 
Inquirer He name/age/cityimessage to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


THEFAMILY that. 
cooks together... The 
working committee 
for the book poses at 
the entrance of the 
Hidalgo-Lim 
ancestral home. 
(Row 1 from left) 
Butchie Ayuyao, 
Rosemarie Guanio, 
Pia Castillo, Nicky 
Hidalgo, Jaime Laya, 
Marcia Sandoval; 
(Row 2nd) Ernie Lim, 
Mabi Sandoval, 
Vivian Madrigal, 
Laida Lim, Mary 
Locsin, Lita Hidalgo 
and Luisita 

Mchon ^ ALANTUAZON 


J - matinee idol as he 


Don't miss the 
country's most famous , 
promotes his album 

undar Star Records. 


THE CHOICES are plentiful at Great Eats food court V-Mall: Inihaw 
ling Seafoods’ Lapu- 
Lapu Ala Pobre, Oluya’s Bento Box and Fruit Magic's Squeeze Juice, 


Express’ Sari-Sari Inihaw, Hen Lin's Siomai, Si 


among others. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


LIFESTYLE 


V-MALL SHOPPERS will find Steak 


Express’ Big Meal, Binalot’s Tocino Rice, Bugnaw's Gulaman Jui 
Plato Wraps’ Tuna Panini and Coffee Experience's Cappuccino Jello 


Teman 
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Grad party treats 


LANNING A SIMPLE 
and economical gradua- 
tion party? Here are 


some recipe suggestions from 
the San Miguel Pure Foods 


Culinary Center. 
For more recipes, 
wwwanygreatíood.com 


Lumpiang Prito ala 


visit 


Purefoods Carne Norte 


= 1 


Break’s Porter House, Chin's Came Norte Guisado 


s 2 tbsp Magnolia Nutri-Oil 
Yac finely chopped carrots 


175-g can Purefoods 


Grilled Pork Ribs 

1k Monterey pork rib shoul- 
der, cut each rib into 4-inch 
pieces 

1 head garlic, peeled and 
crushed 

Yacsoysauce 

2 tbsp Worcestershire sauce 

4tbspsugar 

Basting Sauce 

¥% bar Dari Crème Classic, 
melted 

1 tsp cayenne 

Yatsp paprika 

Ya tsp chili powder 


and Choco Frapuccino at the food court. 


lctogue 


Shopping mall is also a foodies' haven 


oa So AIDA TTI 


NE 


haven for foodies who are also 'shop-aholics 


A family history. . . 


From page DI 


Leyte recipes 

Those were contributed by Lita 
Pedrosa Hidalgo whose Leyte 
recipes of other gata dishes, such 
as the hinatukang manok, were al- 
so included. She also wrote a 
charming essay about the coconut, 
the names given to the different 
stages of the nuts in Marinduque, 


glimpse of the old house of Pilar 
Hidalgo and her husband, Gen. Vi- 
cente Lim, a hero of World War I 
Its the only surviving one on that 
Vito Cruz row. Neighboring houses 
were destroyed by bombs. 

‘The table was set the way it 
must have been done during the 
old days with a crocheted table- 
cloth. We were asked to look at the 


V-MALL, FORMERLY VIRRA MALL, 
is now no longer just a shopping 
destination but foodies haven, too. 

Great Eats food court at the 
malls 3rd level has nine fast-food 
outlets and an assortment of food 
carts and kiosks serving dim sum to 
drinks and everything in between. 

Offering affordable dishes are 
Chin's Express, a Chinese restau- 
rant; Okuya which serves 
Japanese; Binalot, specializing in 
Filipino dishes; Sizzling Seafoods 
and Steakbreak, offering hot, siz- 
ling items; and Inihaw Express 
with its grilled specialties. 

‘Also at the food court are Jol- 
libee, Goto King and Fatboy’s Piz- 
za/Pasta. 

Great Eats has the first and only 
Pasteleria Ilustrado Pastry Cart, of 
the renowned llusrado Restaurant. 
Another novel food cart is Crazy 
Choco serving fondue dipped good- 
ies and ice cream with toppings. 


1/3 cchopped spring onions 
12 pc small round lumpia 


wrappers 


frying 


Other establishments are Waffle 
Time, Potato Comer, Purefoods, 
Bugnaw, Hen Lin, Fruit Magic, 
Juancho Nachos, Jungle Freeze, 
Plato Wraps, Coffee Experience and 
Uncle Sonny's Shawarma. 

‘The Bar offers the 5-Plus-1 San 
Mig Lite promo. 

Great Eats food court is accessi- 
ble from the Annapolis Carpark and 
through the mall entrances. It occu- 
piesa 1,400-sq m floor area and can 
comfortably sit 800 persons with 
space for staging events. 

Great Eats food court is managed 
by Premiumlink Development 
Corp., which also runs and man- 
ages Food Island Foodcourt in Ala- 
bang Town Center; Food Island 
Foodcourt in Sta. Lucia East Grand 
Mall; Starmall; Ever Gotesco Mani- 
la Plaza and Ever Grand Plaza. It is 
open 10 am.8:30 p.m., Sunday- 
‘Thursday; and 10 4.m-9:30 pm., 
Friday-Saturday. Call 7269479. 


Magnolia Nutri-Oil for deep- 


Heat oil in a wok. Stir-fry 
Purefoods Carne Norte Guisa- 
do, carrots and togue. Remove 
from heat and stir in spring 
onions. Transfer mixture to a 
strainer to remove excess liq- 
"uid. Wrap a tablespoon of the 
mixture in lumpia wrapper and 
deep-fry in hot oil. 

Makes 12 pieces. 


Marinate pork ribs in garlic, 
soy sauce, Worcestershire and 
sugar for at least 30 minutes. In 
a bowl, combine melted Dari 
Gréme, cayenne, paprika and 
chili powder. Grill pork ribs and 
baste with Dari Créme mixture 
occasionally. 
Makes six servings. 


Fried Cheese 
1 bar Magnolia Cheddar 
Cheese, cubed 
Yacall-purpose flour 
Legg, lightly beaten 
Ya c Japanese bread crumbs 
Magnolia Nutri Oil for fry- 
ing 
Coat cheese cubes in 
flour. Dip in egg and 
coat in bread- 
crumbs. Deep- 
fiy in hot oil 


LUMPIANG Prito 
ala Purefoods Carne Norte 


the uses for each tree part, how to 
climb the tree and even the stages 
oftuba. 

Patricia Aldaba Lim Yusah 
brought the Tausug cooking of her 


MKST family: Knorr brand executive Vince Camua, Knorr 
management trainee Marco Danga, Knorr assistant brand manager 
Bajeng Santos, MKST funny girl Eugene Domingo and MKST's first 
Ultimate Cooking Diva Fatima Canda 


ceiling and count how many nudes 
were hiding behind the clouds. 
Those were done by scenery 


FLORABEL Co serves as a judge 
painters of Parleton Films where 


TEAM3 preparing Cheesy 
for the day's cooking contest. 


Menudo 


husband's family to the mix. There 
is the spice rub of pamapa itum, 
pyanggang manuk or black chick- 
en, and the kaunun, rice cooked in 
gata and made yellow by turmeric, 
a sortof Java rice. 

She said kaunun was given to a 
bride before a wedding. 

The additional information in 
the recipes is as precious as the 
family history. In Tita Alice's Laya 
leche flan, for instance, Claudio 
Itchon Jamilla wrote how the bain- 
marie technique used in the cook- 
ing “reminds us of no less than the 
Virgin Mary, known for her gentle 
nature; hence, the temperature in 
a hot-water bath should never be 
boiling.” 

Felicia T. Rodriguez of the House 
of Nieves contributed Guyana 
recipes of her husband's family, in- 
cluding Cook-Up Rice that origi 
nally consisted of “spoiled rice and 
meat scraps given to the black 
slaves in the 1700s.” 


WWII survivor 
Ar the launch, guests had a 


| DINING OUT , 


LUK YUEN presents "2 

Cool for Summer" sweet 

and cool hafo-haloin two 
sizes—big (P75/order) and 
petite (PSO/order)—topped 
with refreshingly delicious Big 


Pilar Hidalgo Lim was an executive 
producer. 

After the speeches and acknowl- 
‘edgment of the work done by spe- 
dfc family members, everyone 
was invited to partake of a sam- 
pling of the recipes. It was fitting 
that the cooking was done by fami- 
ly members as well, particularly 
Mia Lim Ayuyao and her husband 
Ariel Manuel, who both own and 
cook for Lolo Dad's in Manila. 

There were so many friends and. 
members of the Hidalgo clan at the 
launch that as soon as the food was 
brought to the table, the items dis- 
appeared. Most were presented as 
finger food, placed on top of or en- 
closed in bread or resting on Chi- 
nese soup spoons. 

Through “Potluck: Hidalgo 
Bonding,” we get a glimpse of a 
family through generations. It is 
food that serves as the bond in 
their reunions and now in this 
book. 


Email me at pinoyfood04@ya- 
hoo.com 


E 


Cooking show's second season launched 


NORR MAKUHA KA SA 
Ks Season. 2 we 

launched in style at Patio 
Victoria, transformed into a mod- 
ern cooking diva's domain. 

The Intramuros restaurant was 
decorated to look like the venue 
for the popular weekly cooking 
competition on television. 

The buffet was prepared by 
chef Florabel Co. An audio-visual 
presentation featured the 27 con- 
testants participating in the 
show's second season, aired 11 
a.m., Saturday, on ABS-CBN. 

Media guests were divided into 
three groups representing Luzon, 
Visayas and Mindanao and asked 
to prepare a meat dish identified 
with a particular island group. 

Also at the launch were show 
hosts Eula Valdes and Cherry Pie 
Picache, and comedienne Eugene 
Domingo. 


cludes Oven-roasted Chicken 
Breast filled with Crab 
Meat set on Mushroom 
Risotto with Lobster 
Foam, Pan-fried US 
Beef Tenderloin and 


‘Scoop ice cream. Luk Yuen Noodle 

House has branches in Greenhills Shopping Cen- 

ter, SM Megamall basement Bldg. B, Glorietta 2, Ayala 
Genter, Makati, Cash & Carry near Buendia , Makati, 
Paseo de Magallanes, Makati, and Makati Supermart, 
and Alabang Town Center. 


i HOLIDAY INN GALLERIA'S Raphael Café presents in- 
‘ternational buffet highlighting Greek dishes until May 
14. The Café Greek lunch buffet starts at 12 noon-2:30 
p.m. (for P800) with a pre-summer "two-for-the-price- 
ot-one" treat. Call 6337111 loc. 7416. 


HOLIDAY INN Galleria Manila offers Barbecue Buffet by 
the Pool available at P550» per person inclusive of one 
round of soda or ice-cold beer. Call 6337111 loc. 
7418/7440. 


INTERCONTINENTAL MANILA offers a refreshing 
; menu of ice cream sundaes and ruit shakes, avallable 
7 until May 31, The menu includes Fruit n' Ice, Tropic De- 
| sire, Mango Tango, Triple Treat, Watermelon Freeze. 
^ and Mango Shake, Shake, Shake. Meanwhile, Prince 
‘Albert Rotisserie presents a dinner menu which in- 


sites Lovsi Medal- 
ton with Red Wine But- 
„u ter Sauce and Wiliam 

Potato, among others, from 
hori 4-18. Cali 8159711 


RICHMONDE GRILL offers seafood dishes in an all-day 
dining a la carte menu, April 1-15. It includes Grilled 


‘LOBSTER Medallion set on Grilled Eggplant and 
Zucchini served with Pimento Crab and Foam 


Norwegian Salmon Steak served on 
mushroom ragout or the Steamed 
Tilapia Fillet on a bed of oriental 
vegetables with rice and oyster leek 
sauce. There's the Seafood Kebabs 
in Ginger-Soy Dressing, the Cala- 
mari and Vegetable Tempura and 
the Grilled Pink Tuna in Avocado 
Salsa. Call 6898419/8442. 


HYATT HOTEL and Casino's Li Li 
Restaurant offers a variety of King 
Crab specialties by master chef. 
Chol. There's the Black Peppered 
Crab, Ginger and Shau Shin Wine- 
Baked King Crab and Egg and Fa Du 
Wine Steamed Crab. The offer is 
until March 31. Call 2451234. 


TIA MARIA'S offers lovers of Tex 

Mex food two choices of Quesadilla this month. You. 
can have a combination of cheese and jalapefios be- 
tween two flour tortillas served with salsa, or two flour 
tortillas filled with melted cheese, jalapefios and chill 
con carne, served with salsa. 


CASA ARMAS offers special packages this March until 
the first week of April as a tribute to graduates. Dif 
ent packages are priced at P3,995+ (5-8 people), 
5,995+ (8-12 people) and P9,995+ (12-15 people), 


deme 


FACADE and entrance of Casa 
Armas Tapas Bar Y Restaurante. 
along Jupiter St. in Makati City. 


|. 


WINNING media team during the launch at Patio Victoria of “Makuha Ka Sa Tikim” Season 2, aired | I 
am. Saturday, on ABS-CBN 


“a 


all featuring Casa Armas top-sell- 
ers. Casa Armas Graduation 
Package Special includes all-time 
favorite tapas, e.g. Tabla Casa Ar- 
mas Especial (mixed Spanish 
cold cuts); Chorizo Frito (tried 
Spanish sausage) and Gambas al 
Ajillo (garlic shrimps). 

Other house specialties are Paella 
Valenciana (saffron rice with 
mixed seafoods, chicken pork 
and vegetables); Parilladas de 
Pescado (grilled assorted fish); 
Lengua Estofada (ox tongue 
stew). Desserts include Flan al 
Caramelo (caramel custard) and 
Canonigo (soft meringue cake). 
Each package comes with a com- 
plimentary bottle of Sta. Carolina 
red wine, plus a chance to win a 
Nokia 6680 cell phone. 

The promo is avallable at the Greenbelt, Podium and 
Jupiter branches. For the package with Cochlnlllo 
(Roast Suckling Pig) and Asado de Pollo Ensu Jugo. 
(Roast Chicken), reservations should be made five 
hours in advance. 

The promo is made possible with the collaboration of 
BDO Credit Cards and Globe Telecom. Call Casa Armas. 
at G/F, The Podium (6873663), Jupiter (8973542), and 
3/F, Greenbelt 3 (7574996), 
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fran- suamaras asemamme. emi Le 


with age and a life well-lived. Indeed, 
a full life has its just reward! 

Milagros Enriquez, 83, a war veteran and 
cancer survivor, defied the odds gracefully and 
beautifully. 

Her gentle voice, calm demeanor and tales 
to tell seem too much for someone like me. Be- 
side her I seem so young, so unknowledgeable. 


JE HERE'S A SERENE AURA that comes 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


LIFESTY 
Chronicler 
of Philippine 
ood history 


Milagros Enriquez 

was honored during the 
Philippine Centennial as 
one of 100 women who 


ID 


2 tokwa, bahagyang naprito, hiniwang 
maliliit 

3 kutsarang binabad sa tubig na asuete 

sabaw ng hipon o tubig 

Ya kg bihon, nailuglog sa mainit na tubig 

2 kutsarang dinikdik na mani 

1 kutsarang alamang na tuyo, malalakirig 
alamang na pinatuyo, optional 

2 nilagang itlog, hiniwa 

Ya tasang kintsay 

1/3 tasang sibuyas 

5 pirasong petsay Tagalog 

patis 

kalamansi, kamias, hiniwang maliliit 

Igisa ang bawang at sibuyas, atsuete at pan 
de sal. Ibuhos ang sabaw, palaputin. Ilagay ang 
paminta at kintsay. Igisa ng isa-isa ang tinapa, 
gulay at tokwa at itabi. Buhusan ng kaunting 
mantika at patakan ng patis ang bihon, ilagay 
ito sa bandeha at budburan ng tinapa at ala- 
mang na binusa. 

Buhusan ng sarsang pan de sal. Ilagay ang 
tinapa, gulay at tokwa. Budburan ng mani at 
fish crackers. Lagyan ng itlog na nilaga. Tabi- 
han ng kalamansi at patis. Maari din ang 


Truly, one can never knowitall..Timeandee made lasting contributions 


perience remain, in fact, life's best |e jä 
Overcoffeeandold- +. 
raeg In arts and culture 
Enriquez ancestral 
home in Bulacan, she 
spoke of the good old 
days. All over the place 
are mementos of by- 
gone years. Carnival E 9, 2 fa a f fai ala 1 
Sins, angus its a bright day for bright ki 
ture, lamps from the x D 
tum of the century Tapt Y 
even a Katipunan bat- 1 
tle flag... 
ie Aspiras 1t would have been 
Koekie ADT e appropriate to 
have gone there 
garbed in a Maria Clara. I was walking into a 
dream, the idea of guerillas tucked somewhere 
in the house would not have been farfetched. 

Born Milagros Santiago, the daughter of 
Malolos municipal doctor Cristobal Santiago 
and Club de Mujeres president (1929-30) En- 
riqueta Cervantes, it was her mother's involve- 
ment in the club that sparked her interest in 
food that eventually led to the historical chron- 
icling of Philippine cuisine. 

Perhaps, the fact that she married Jacinto 
Enriquez, son of Vicente Enriquez, a 
Katipunero, aide de camp to Gen. Emilio 
Aguinaldo and one of the founders of the 
Katipunan in Bulacan, played a major role. 

Ka Mila's achievements are many. She was 
“our representative to the Smithsonian in 
‘Washington during the Folk Life Festival where 
she spoke of our food heritage. She was recog- 
nized during the Philippine Centennial as one 
‘of the 100 women who made lasting contribu- 
tions in the field of arts and culture. 1 

Enriquez^ also authored the book i us 


kasaysayan ng Kaluto ng Bayan,” which,- un- = 5 

j f E 

a aa Polsce c 
April 1, 2006, Saturday 


kamias na hiniwang maliliit. 


Email the author at raspiras@inquirer. 


“Alay sa Kawal,” from Rajah Sulayman, who 
was killed in the battle of Bangkusay to Boodle 
Fight Food in Mindanao; The Evolution of the 
Christmas Menu—Ethnic to Present; Ang Mga 
Paboritong Pagkain ng Mga Bayani; Favorite a special place where kids can learn, play, 

Food of the Presidents and The Malolos Inau- meet new friends and have a truly great time! Ph " & 11 AM to 5 PM; 
ration of Philippine Independence Menu. lus, there's entertainment from. to is 
Le perci mee ie aie Visit the Teacher's Corner and enjoy exciting 11 AM- Dance number by Starstruck Kids- Renz Juan, 

with many more years, so that you may see the storytelling sessions. Stop over in Funtime Alley Paul Salas, Bea Benene and Madelaine Yu 
Tallen oF yous Greara that “Kae and get to watch educational audi 12 PM - Song number by Eliza Pineda of Goin’ Bulilit 
flees you Gat nk e presentations. Make a quick stop at 2 PM | Musial show by Trumpets Playshop 
a Shite TA Future d Booth ee ua = fun 4 PM - Dance number by Bright Child, 
" moments. You can also drop by Doctor Street. BJ “Tolits” Forbes 
_For your numerous contributions to Philip- to witness fun experiments and grab free snacks 5PM- Bla magi show by Mad Science 
pine cuisine, we will never be able to thank pp seser dy eaaa WHat mace, x Dig sucprie gi 
you enough. Forever, our gratitude! awaits all Enervon Bright kids! 
Holy Week menu y eer 
Can you please help me come up with a ^e 

Filipino menu that I can serve my family 
who comes over for Holy Week? 

JULIAN M., ZAMBALES 


Hello, moms and kids! 
Join us at BRIGHT TOWN, 


Sure and with an interesting twist. 
Pagkaing Kuaresma ni Ka Mila Enriquez: 


Puto Karamba das sary is now. The Future Looks Bright! ; 
1 tasa ng kalabasa, ginayat ng pahaba at E z A E 
maliliit; maliliit na hipon; pinipig 

1 sibuyas, ginayat 

1 tasang harina at cornstarch 

Ya tasang tubig 

asing pampalasa 

Thulma na parang pugad sa platito ang 
pinaghalu-halong kalabasa, hipon, sibuyas at 
‘pinipig. Buhusan ng kaunting pinaghalong ha- 
rina at comstarch sa tubig ang bawat pugad. 
Prituhin nang lubog sa mantika. Ihain na 
kasama ang sawsawang suka, paminta at asin. 

* Ang kalutong ito ay kalutong kumbento ng 
Bulakan. Naging kaugalian ang pag-aalay sa 
prayle ng kanilang inaning bunga na buhat sa 
kanilang halamanan bilang pasalamat sa mga 
biyaya ng Diyos. 


Bringheng Bulakan 

3 tasang malagkit 

4 tasang gata 

1 tasang hipong may balat 

1 alimango/alimasag, hinati-hati 

2 siling pasilyas na pula at berde, hiniwa ng 
pahaba 

3 ulo ng bawang, dinikdik 

2 sibuyas, ginayat 

2nilagang itlog, nahiwa 

luyang dilaw 

asin at paminta 

Isaing ang malagkit sa gata, katas ng 
luyang dilaw, asin at paminta. Igisa ang ali- 
mango, hipon at pusit hanggang maluto ito. 
Ihalo sa sinaing ang lahat ng sangkap na gin- 
isa, 

Balutin sa dahon ng saging at pasingawan ng 
ilang minuto. Lagyan ng itlog bago ihain. 


Alay sa mga Mantitinapang Palabok 
12 pan de sal para sa sarsa, hiniwang maliliit 
V tasang fish cracker 
Ya kg tinapa, hinimay at ginisa 


HP Smart Office Solutions 


TRADE-IN TRADE-UP 
TO AN HP BUSINESS INKJET 1000 PRINTER. 


In exchange for your old/working or non-working printers, HP is giving you 40% off when you purchase a brand new 
HP Printer from March 20 to May 20, 2006. Originally priced ot P8,690, now you can Irode-up to the high performing 
HP Business Inkjet 1000 Printer at a consumer friendly price of just P4,999. It features 4 individual high-capacity ink 
cartridges for your high volume business printing. It pririts at a fas! 23 ppm for block and 18 ppm for color to make you more 
efficient. Plus, you save up to 21% lower cost per page compared to a monochrome laser printer”. And when you buy the 
HP Business Inkjet 1000 Printer together with 1 set of HP inks, poy only P4,000. That's 25% off from its original price of P5,480. 


HP BUSINESS INKJET 
1000 PRINTER 


P4,999^ 


Breakthrough product end brilant results 
wi low cost per page black tent printing 

Top quality and speed comparable to a laser 
printer - Up ta 23ppm (back or 18ppm (coo) 
A Indu nk tanks an long Me printheads 
Up to 4800 x 1200 optimised dp colour printing! 
SRP: P8,690 


Diol 

HP orint 
cartridges 
1000-1337 6608 


SMART ADVICE 
SMART TECHNOLOGY 
SMART SUPPORT 


queer 


—€— 


cP — A EE NRE SEE STP I E 


PROMO MECHANICS: 

3. Tradein your od printer/fax to ony paricipating HP Original Cartridge Resellers in 
‘Mateo Manila to get a 40% discount ond avail af he HP Business Inkjet 1000 printer for only 
P4,999. Originally priced ci P8,690. 

2. Customers can chio purchase on addlional set oF HP inks at 25% discunt for only P4,000 
‘wil singlo receipt purchasa when purchased togeihar wih iho HP Business Inkjet 1000 prn. 

2o. Fil up he Starter Kit and receive a coupon in purchasing the printec from the reseller. 

26. Fl up the coupon with your contact details and Woden priner deli. 

2e. For Corporate Resellers, a purchase order is required for more thon 3 unis purchosed 


1-800-1441-6688 
or (632) 867-3557 
ph.contact@hp.com 


“Tests conc yh indepandan research company Spenco alga Cl Lane ave cost ntn reg wilh We Nah casey no rte a uspo we? Buss wel 1000 zu 
SPENICETLAB es eat eee tne cen enero vatacr anne pn! Penge oo US ren Far remate ol wi fence com Ths a cso 
nviiponcrobcom 200 trad Dmvlrmen Conroy L Pos aa bel uo change wale, VU» 4800 x 1200 pune cla ie ping om acon and 200 Ri nime Mes, 
E ten iva: pore aed Cee coment Te P Cat Cer snae andy v Fa 0018300. 


 PARTICEATHG HP ORIGINAL CARTRIDGE RESELLERS Slice Vote IM Megomal 331724 (SH Nor EDS 9275831 » Starante (aka Choma Square) B1 11609 Festhal Maln, 8503943 » Ole Cub Binondo) 2454708 (endi 7523205 Otic 
Tinto a CHITI: RES M MERI GMAT art Sure) 8161804 «C Hub Park Square) 6871204» (Robinsons Garena] 632847 »Hcroor (agam 635164 Park Sae 23000 + 
Been rn Fina S204043 32220 = C Wara (Gne 1199830 1 4134048 B 


or TENOR Permit No 0558, series ot 2008 
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"The ride of your life begins 


with the win of a lifetime. 


For a chance to win the Porsche Boxster, simply charge 
a minimum purchase of P1,000 to your BPI Edge or Mini-Edge Credit Card. 


‘Every P1000 purchase entities you to one rattle entry. The more entries, the more chances to win. 


or BP Fay Savings Bank branen |, _ maw vuvtonera auod tar ie " 
Spree Binning Center nant you | “Froo BP Mini ape wilh a p caseholder 
T call 0-100 or log on to „ler ovary enresed BPI Ea appleaon, 
wvwibploxpressoniino.com, yoved applizatione during tte proma 
PRSE Period si aiso oarn rate ants. 
PRetual unt may vary tram photo. 


oO BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 
i A tradition of l 
‘strom Novombor 15, 2008 

o May 15,200. 
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Ice cream takes 
it lite and cool 


A FUN SUMMER MEAL JUST WOULDN'T BE 
complete without a delectably decadent 
scoop of your favorite ice cream. Now, even 
the calorie-conscious can indulge in this clas- 
sic treat. With new Selecta Lite, you get the 
delicious, full-flavored ice cream taste, with- 
out the guilt! 

‘The new Selecta Lite ice creams come in 
the three popular flavors—Double Dutch, 
with the smooth, classic taste of vanilla mixed 
with chocolate chips, chunky cashew nuts 
and chewy marshmallows; Very Rocky Road, 
with the exciting texture of crunchy nuts and 
sweet marshmallows blended in pure, rich 
chocolate cream; and Cookies and Cream, 
vanilla with crisp cookie chunks. 

Selecta Lite is 94-percent fat-free and has 
35 percent less sugar. Ituses no artificial addi- 
tives as substitutes for fat and sugar. This 
gives you a healthier dessert alternative with 
the rich, mouth-watering flavor you've al- 
ways craved. 

Each full-lavored serving of Double Dutch, 
Cookies and Cream or Very Rocky Road adds 
up to only 100 calories. Any of these sumptu- 
ous ice cream flavors could cap off your vaca- 
tion-day food trip, or give you a delightful 
way to cool off in the middle of a long, hot af- 
ternoon. 

Add Selecta Lite to your summer menu and 
enjoy a healthy twist to your favorite dessert. 
‘With these lite and yummy options, ice cream 
fans now have even more reasons to cele- 
brate! 


Ti icis 


